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Spring is just around the corner, or so it should seem. Hopefully weÕll have a good ÒSugar 
SeasonÓ and IÕll replenish my stock from my cousinÕs sugar house. It has been an odd 
winter, so far, with the mid-Atlantic getting clobbered by the kind of storms we normally 
get while we get a dusting to a few inches every few days. LetÕs hope the next six to eight 
weeks donÕt make up for the last two months with heavy snows.

Tom Girardi!WA1YNU and I hiked up to the 
"#$.$%& repeater site today (February "$th) to 
see why the repeater was down. It would not 
key up while standing at the site with a '-
watt HT . Our repeater technician, Allen 
Wilde!N1IOE thought it might be the power 
ampliÞer. So, Tom and I pulled everything 
apart, as needed, to get the PA out of the 
cabinet, wrapped it in plastic and a packing 
blanket, and sledded it back down the hill to 
TomÕs truck (see more pictures, p. &). Tom 
noticed a lot of rodent ÒdepositsÓ all through 

the repeater equipment. None of that helps 
the equipment. Fortunately, there was hand 
soap at the site. (e bottom line is that the 
"#$.$%& machine will be o) the air for an 
undetermined time. (e pictures and the 
power amp are with Allen. I have asked him, 
when he is able to take the time, to evaluate 
the situation and make recommendations to 
the club. We can discuss the progress at the 
March *rd meeting, and other implications to 
the club of the use of the repeater, once it, or 
a replacement, is back Òon the air.Ó

We have a few more details to Þnish up with our ARRL Special Service Club updates (they 
will be done by the %+th of February), as well as the status of our &," (c) * Þling.

(ere has been a request that CVARC sell its Ò%%,Ó machine. Where it is, what it is worth, 
and whether or not we want to sell it will be discussed. Also, please see the minutes from 
this last meeting. Ron Schoolcraft!KB1OPA  has an old radio he is willing to part with. (at 
brought up a discussion of auctioning o) some CVARC property. Members need to know 
what we have, what we should be clearing out, and what it should be valued at.

(e April Annual Meeting, with election of o-cers, is coming soon. I understand that 
there are feelers out for the various o-cersÕ and directorsÕ positions. I encourage all to 
consider contributing to the club by throwing your hat into the ring and volunteering 
some of your time for the good of the club. If you know of members who would make 
good o-cers, please make your voice heard. Any member can make a nomination.

(e March * rd meeting presentation will be more of a show, tell, and discussion. Fred 
Messer!WA1LIE  has constructed a Òspud gunÓ for launching lines to string antennas and will 
show that (sorry, no live-Þre demo!). (en, Jane English!KD6PCE will show some of the 
antique amateur radio parts she has acquired and invite perusal and analysis of the parts 
and what they did that we now take for granted with integrated circuits doing all the 
work.

Last, but not least, from the January tech class and VE session, we have three new 
members. Please welcome and help to ÒelmerÓ Larry Eastman!KB1TQT, Michael 
Trombly!KB1TQS , and Shawn Silk!KB1TQR .

From the president
Tom Long KB1NGQ

CVARC president

March CVARC meeting
 When:  ! March "#$#
 Where:  The Steak House

$"!% Barre-Montpelier Rd.
 What: ¥ dinner (&:!# P.M.)
  ¥ monthly meeting (':!# P.M.)

 Program: ¥ show & tell & discussion with Fred 
Messer WA1LIE  and Jane English KD6PCE

DonÕt focus on the wires we cut; note the rodent residue 
[KB1NGQ ]

No, not a dead body; a dead PA, we think! [KB1NGQ ]



March, 2010 The QFQ Report 2

Williamstown Cabot

Call sign

Frequency

O!set

P/L tone

W1BD W1BD

146.625 MHZ 146.820 MHZ

-600 kHz (146.025 MHZ) -600 kHz (146.220 MHZ)

100 Hz 100 Hz

CVARC repeaters

www.w1bd.orgCVARC web site

Dates to remember 27 Feb.

27 Feb.

3 Mar.

14 Mar.

10 Apr.

5 May

2 June

HAM-CON ()*)

CVARC 2:00ish lunch meeting @ Windjammer in South Burlington

CVARC meeting; show & tell & discussion (Fred Messer WA1LIE  & Jane English KD6PCE)

Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks forward one hour, to UTC -4 hours)

CVARC Annual Meeting & party

CVARC meeting

CVARC meeting

Recent CVARC programs February Õ09

March Õ09

April Õ09

May Õ09

June Õ09

July Õ09

August Õ09

September Õ09

October Õ09

November Õ09

December Õ09

January Õ10

February Õ10

Antennas 101 (Fred Messer WA1LIE )

Portable antennas (David HalŽ W1KR)

2009 CVARC annual meeting

Mobile antennas (David HalŽ W1KR & Steve Board KA1LHZ )

Field Day 2009 planning session; Logging program (Tom Cort KB1EPR)

[no meeting]

Solar-power systems & saving energy (Virgil Hall AA1RW)

Greenland trip & ÒBeing at the bottom of a DX pileupÓ (Jane English KD6PCE)

American Red Cross, Central Vermont, N.H. Valley Chapter (Tim Stetson W1RCZ)

Lightning protection & grounding (Steve Board KA1LHZ )

Holiday party

[no program]

with new information highlighted in yellow

president

vice president

secretary

treasurer

director (club call-sign custodian)

public information o"cer

repeater technician

QFQ Report editor

QFQ Report copy editor

membership chair

webmaster

Tom Long KB1NGQ theprez@w1bd.org

theveep@w1bd.org

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE thesecretary@w1bd.org

Josette Metayer KB1EPT thetreasurer@w1bd.org

Steve Board KA1LHZ thedirector@w1bd.org

Greg Fox KE1MI thepio@w1bd.org

Allen Wilde N1IOE therepeaterguy@w1bd.org

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US theeditor@w1bd.org

Timothy Mueller-Harder KB1NBR

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US themembershipguy@w1bd.org

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US thewebmaster@w1bd.org

CVARC officers, &c.

with new information highlighted in yellow

with new information highlighted in yellow
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CVARC nets

Sundays at +:,,!. ./ . on the "#$.$%& /0 1 
Williamstown repeater. Our ÒßagshipÓ net regularly 
draws check-ins from all over Vermont and 
neighboring areas of QuŽbec, New York, and New 
Hampshire.

Jan Õ09Feb Õ09Mar Õ09Apr Õ09May Õ09Jun Õ09Jul Õ09Aug Õ09Sep Õ09Oct Õ09Nov Õ09Dec Õ09Jan Õ10

Sessions

Check-ins

Tra"c

Minutes

4 4 5 4 4* 4 5 4 >3

48 49 65 45 46 39 36 29 >8 >25

4 3 5 4 3 3 3 3 >2

215 176 227 197 175 174 165 128 >49 >96
*!e W1BD repeater was o" the air on the #$st due to a wide-spread power outage.

Net Control Operators

1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

various

Ed Hutchinson N1FMP

various

various

Chris Craig K1MHZ

Central Vermont FM Net

We welcome all licensed radio amateurs to join us on our nets!

with new information highlighted in yellow

Mondays at +:,, . ./ . on "2$$ 301. Come join in and see whether "$,-meter nets deserve their 
reputation for, well, long-windedness. David HalŽ W1KR, Net Manager.

CVARC Phone Net

Monday through Saturday at about $:"& 4./ . on the 
"#$.$%& /0 1 Williamstown repeater. Join early risers 
and morning commuters for a Òrise and shineÓ 
morning. Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE, Net Manager.

Jan Õ09Feb Õ09Mar Õ09Apr Õ09May Õ09Jun Õ09Jul Õ09Aug Õ09Sep Õ09Oct Õ09Nov Õ09Dec Õ09Jan Õ10

Sessions

Check-ins

Tra"c

Minutes

27 23 22 26 24 25 25 23 25 24 26 24

218 213 211 214 162 194 108 137 143 145 155 135

19 16 14 18 12 15 4 7 14 9 9 4

1036 886 844 1029 820 940 627 564 737 751 777 598

Net Control Operators

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

Frank Pesce N1YBX

[open position]

[open position]

Frank Pesce N1YBX

[open position]

Good Morning, Vermont! Net

Monday through Saturday at +:,, . ./ . on the 
"#$.$%&!/0 1 Williamstown repeater. Join your 
friends at the end of the day. An informal net chaired 
by many members to touch base with friends just 
before bedtime for the early risers among us. Join 
your CVARC friends for a delightful half hour before 
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett 
WA1YNE, Net Manager.

Jan Õ09Feb Õ09Mar Õ09Apr Õ09May Õ09Jun Õ09Jul Õ09Aug Õ09Sep Õ09Oct Õ09Nov Õ09Dec Õ09Jan Õ10

Sessions

Check-ins

Tra"c

Minutes

25 24 24 25 23 26 24 24 22 23 24 26

239 213 232 238 235 181 168 182 171 149 153 201

12 21 19 21 10 7 10 3 7 5 7 14

998 856 796 922 1000 843 673 591 661 569 627 1095

Net Control Operators

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

Allen Tinker W1AAT

John Silk KB1SRV

[open position]

[open position]

[open position]

Good Night, Irene! Net

with new information highlighted in yellow

with new information highlighted in yellow
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February, 2010, CVARC 
meeting minutes
February 3rd, 2010

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

CVARC secretary

Attendees ($')

We started gathering a round &:"&!. ./ ., ordering dinner. (en Tom Long!KB1NGQ  opened the 
meeting by having us stand and introduce ourselves. He then thanked Wayne A. 
Dorsett!WA1YNE, Chris Craig!K1MHZ , and John Trombly!N1YSD for the successful Element % 
class for technicians which resulted in three new Technicians. He also thanked Chip 
Taylor!W1AIM, Ken Blair!KB1GPQ , and Carla Straight!KB1MFQ for being the volunteer examiners 
for the group which took the test at the end of the class. (ere were three who took the class or 
part of it and took the test and passed it.

Old Business

A motion was made by Chris K1MHZ  to accept the secretaryÕs report as published in the QFQ; 
seconded by Ron KB1OPA ; motion passed.

(e treasurerÕs report was read with updates by Jo Metayer!KB1EPT . A motion was made to 
approve it as read by Wayne Whitelock!W1WRW and seconded by  Ed Hutchinson!N1FMP. (e 
motion passed.

Tom KB1NGQ  then announced that, due to our needing a person who was an active ARRL 
member as the PIO he would be listed as the PIO, but the bulk of the work would be carried out 
by Greg Fox!KE1MI . So continue contacting Greg if you have news or volunteer needs.

(e work on updating our club information with the ARRL to maintain the status as an ARRL 
A-liated Club that weÕve held for the last #+ years is being taken care of. (e updates needed 
to maintain our status as an ARRL Special Service Club are also underway.

New Business

An ElmersÕ manual is available and can be modiÞed to Þt the needs of the CVARC members. 
(e Whitelocks were volunteered to serve as the committee to revise it for our use.

(ere was discussed the need for a vice president. It was ask if there were any volunteers to 
complete the present term; no one stepped forward.

(ere was discussion about AprilÕs annual meeting, spring gala, and elections. All are reminded 
that the meeting will not be on the Þrst Wednesday as usual, but instead on Saturday, April 
", th at the Steak House.

Fred Messer!WA1LIE  has the forms and material to Þle the required information with the state 
concerning the clubs non-proÞt nature.

Information and a ßyer was circulated concerning the Flea Market in Marlborough, Mass. See 
the back page of last monthÕs QFQ.

(ere was a motion made by Virgil Hall!AA1RW about using some of the club treasury to fund 
outreach events to recruit new members and to re-involve some of our present members who 
have become inactive. After quite a bit of discussion, it was decided to consider this further at 
the upcoming Board of Directors meeting.

A report was brought by Steve Board!KA1LHZ  about plans for Field Day, showing that we 
needed to Þll out his committee so we can be ready when it comes around. It was also 
mentioned we would have another tower-raising party to familiarize some of our newer 
members with the procedure to raise and lower the rocket launcher tower. Date not set yet.

Discussion, round-robin style, of our individual plans for the upcoming year in ham radio. One 
plan was to o)er further training by having a class for Element * General and Element # Extra 
license exams. (ere was enough interest that there will be some activity in this area soon.

(ere will soon be another UHF repeater in the Montpelier area. It has been coordinated, but 
has not actually been installed. Contact Chris K1MHZ  for more details.

Jo KB1EPT moved to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Chris K1MHZ . (e motion passed.

¥ Alexandra Whitelock!W1AEW

¥ Jo Metayer!KB1EPT

¥ Ed Hutchinson!N1FMP

¥ Miles Silk!KA1LDL

¥ Steve Board!KA1LHZ

¥ Chris Craig!K1MHZ

¥ Tom Long!KB1NGQ

¥ Ron Schoolcraft!KB1OPA

¥ Virgil Hall!AA1RW

¥ John Silk!KB1SRV

¥ Jennifer Adams KB1TDG

¥ Shawn Silk!KB1TQR

¥ Wayne Whitelock!W1WRW

¥ Wayne A. Dorsett!WA1YNE

¥ Neal Rentz!N1ZRA

¥ Jim Yerrington
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To join CVARC or to renew, please send your check made payable to ÒCVARCÓ, to:

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US

%%! CoitÕs Pond Road
Cabot, VT #&'+,

¥ Michael Perkins!KB1PQS

¥ Shawn Silk!KB1TQR

¥ Michael Trombly!KB1TQS

¥ Larry Eastman!KB1TQTNew, returning, & 
renewing members
January 25th – February 24th, 2010

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US

CVARC membership coordinator
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HAM-CON info at a glance:

Date & time27 February 2010, 8:00 A.M. Ð 2:00 P.M.

LocationHampton Inn Convention Center
42 Lower Mountain View Drive
Route 2/7 at I-89, exit 16 
Colchester, Vermont

Cost $8

Phone(802) 879-6589, afternoons

Email w1sj@arrl.net

Repeater145.15 MHZ (-600 Hz)

Prerecorded info on Feb. 27146.67 MHz

Latest info & directionswww.ranv.org/hamcon.html

HAM-CON:
February 27th 2010
Mitch Stern W1SJ

I invite CVARC folk who may make it to HAM-CON to the 
ÒWindjammerÓ on Williston Road, South Burlington, aiming for 
2:00!! ." . or so. IÕd like to have some a"er HAM-CON talk, discuss what
treasures youÕve found, and do a bit of CVARC business regarding a
nominating commi#ee of o$cers for the April ÒslateÓ and update 
folks on what I know of the status of the 146.625 repeater.

After-HAM-CON:
February 27th 2010
Tom Long KB1NGQ

¥ Flea market
¥ Forums
¥ Radio demonstrations
¥ Closing ceremonies

¥ Door prizes
¥ VE session
¥ FCC commercial license exams
¥ Specialty tables

Just to the left of the PA fan [KB1NGQ ]

WA1YNUÕs got the PA out now.
Hand washing now in order! [KB1NGQ ]

We didnÕt leave it that way,
but it still needs thorough cleaning! [KB1NGQ ]

From the president 
(cont.)
Tom Long KB1NGQ


