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First, I apologize not having sent Erik Mueller-Harder!K1US, our diligent QFQ editor, 
anything for last monthÕs newsletter. I donÕt know where "##$ went to, let alone last 
December. Mea Culpa!

%e good news is that the sun has finally made a return. I record weather data every 
morning and share it on the Whiteface New York repeaterÕs NTS and Skywarn Tra&c Net 
('().''#! *+ , ). Looking back at my data for most of the last month I see my ÒO/ CÓ (for 
Overcast) notation for all but a couple of mornings until yesterday. So, if you need to do 
any antenna work, or just want to remember what the sun looks like, itÕs time to get out 
and get some fresh air. Hopefully, we wonÕt go back into the dreary overcast pattern by the 
time this newsletter comes out.

%e program for our February -rd monthly meeting will be a surprise. As we still have no 
vice president, and I have not found a volunteer to make a presentation, it well may be a 
surprise. Speaking of open o&ces, we are in need of members to step up to the plate to get 
a number of other club activities performed, or at least organized. Our ARRL section 
manager, Paul Gayet!AA1SU  noted we have some updating needed on our ARRL club 
information and ARRL Special Services Club form. %ese updates are in progress. In PaulÕs 
e-mail he also noted that CVARC has been an ARRL-a&liated club for (. years and an 
ARRL Special Services Club for '/ years. Staying an a&liated club for another two years 
will earn us a )#-year plaque, or something else neat, according to Paul.

I am seriously considering holding another Board of DirectorsÕ meeting in the near future. 
Last year, we captured a great deal of Òinstitutional knowledgeÓ in binders that can be 
passed on to new o&cers and committee chairs. Although it was a good start, there is still 
more to be done, along with preparations for AprilÕs annual meeting and elections 
(Saturday, '#!April, at %e Steak House Ñ details in JanuaryÕs meeting minutes).

As always, I hope to see as many members and friends at this coming meeting as can make 
it, share the camaraderie, and swap tales of their latest amateur radio projects.

Please remember to pray for those victims, relief workers, and armed forces personnel in 
Haiti, and to keep the designated HF relief frequencies uncluttered. %ose frequencies can 
be found on numerous websites including the ARRL website and the VTARES website.

From the president
Tom Long KB1NGQ

CVARC president

February CVARC meeting
 When:   February 
 Where:  The Steak House

 Barre-Montpelier Rd.
 What: • dinner (: P.M.)
  • monthly meeting (: P.M.)
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Williamstown Cabot

Call sign

Frequency

Offset

P/L tone

W1BD W1BD

146.625 MHZ 146.820 MHZ

-600 kHz (146.025 MHZ) -600 kHz (146.220 MHZ)

100 Hz 100 Hz

CVARC repeaters

www.w1bd.orgCVARC web site

Dates to remember 30 Jan.

3 Feb.

5 Feb. – 7 Feb.

13 Feb.

27 Feb.

3 Mar.

14 Mar.

10 Apr.

Vermont ham breakfast www.ranv.org/newslet.html#b

CVARC meeting

Vermont QSO Party vtqsoparty.westriverradio.org

Marlboro Flea Market (see p. 8)

HAM-CON 

CVARC meeting

Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks forward one hour, to UTC -4 hours)

CVARC Annual Meeting & party

Recent CVARC programs January ’09

February ’09

March ’09

April ’09

May ’09

June ’09

July ’09

August ’09

September ’09

October ’09

November ’09

December ’09

January ’10

[cancelled due to bad weather]

Antennas 101 (Fred Messer WA1LIE )

Portable antennas (David Halé W1KR)

2009 CVARC annual meeting

Mobile antennas (David Halé W1KR  & Steve Board KA1LHZ )

Field Day 2009 planning session; Logging program (Tom Cort KB1EPR )

[no meeting]

Solar-power systems & saving energy (Virgil Hall AA1RW )

Greenland trip & “Being at the bottom of a DX pileup” (Jane English KD6PCE)

American Red Cross, Central Vermont, N.H. Valley Chapter (Tim Stetson W1RCZ)

Lightning protection & grounding (Steve Board KA1LHZ )

Holiday party

[no program]

with new information highlighted in yellow

president

vice president

secretary

treasurer

director (club call-sign custodian)

public information officer

repeater technician

QFQ Report editor

QFQ Report copy editor

membership chair

webmaster

Tom Long KB1NGQ theprez@w1bd.org

theveep@w1bd.org

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE thesecretary@w1bd.org

Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT thetreasurer@w1bd.org

Steve Board KA1LHZ thedirector@w1bd.org

Greg Fox KE1MI thepio@w1bd.org

Allen Wilde N1IOE therepeaterguy@w1bd.org

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US theeditor@w1bd.org

Timothy Mueller-Harder KB1NBR

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US themembershipguy@w1bd.org

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US thewebmaster@w1bd.org

CVARC officers, &c.
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with new information highlighted in yellow

¥ Cen
tra

l V
er

m

ont ¥

A m ate

ur 
R

a
d

io
 C

lu

b, Inc.  C
V

A
R

C 
in

fo

http://www.w1bd.org
http://www.w1bd.org
http://www.ranv.org/newslet.html%23b
http://www.ranv.org/newslet.html%23b
http://vtqsoparty.westriverradio.org/
http://vtqsoparty.westriverradio.org/
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theveep@w1bd.org
mailto:theveep@w1bd.org
mailto:thesecretary@w1bd.org
mailto:thesecretary@w1bd.org
mailto:thetreasurer@w1bd.org?subject=QFQ%20request
mailto:thetreasurer@w1bd.org?subject=QFQ%20request
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thepio@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thepio@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
mailto:therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
mailto:theeditor@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theeditor@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:themembershipguy@w1bd.org
mailto:themembershipguy@w1bd.org
mailto:thewebmaster@w1bd.org
mailto:thewebmaster@w1bd.org


February, 2010 The QFQ Report 3

CVARC nets

Sundays at .:##!0.* . on the '(1.1") *+ ,  
Williamstown repeater. Our ÒßagshipÓ net regularly 
draws check-ins from all over Vermont and 
neighboring areas of QuŽbec, New York, and New 
Hampshire.

Dec ’08 Jan ’09 Feb ’09 Mar ’09 Apr ’09 May ’09 Jun ’09 Jul ’09 Aug ’09 Sep ’09 Oct ’09 Nov ’09 Dec ’09

Sessions

Check-ins

Traffic

Minutes

4 4 4 5 4 4* 4 5 4

45 48 49 65 45 46 39 36 29 >8

1 4 3 5 4 3 3 3 3

194 215 176 227 197 175 174 165 128 >49
*%e W1BD repeater was o2 the air on the -'st due to a wide-spread power outage.

Net Control Operators

1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

various

Ed Hutchinson N1FMP

various

various

Chris Craig K1MHZ

Central Vermont FM Net

We welcome all licensed radio amateurs to join us on our nets!

with new information highlighted in yellow

Mondays at .:## 0.* . on '$11 3+, . Come join in and see whether '1#-meter nets deserve their 
reputation for, well, long-windedness. David HalŽ W1KR, Net Manager.

CVARC Phone Net

Monday through Saturday at about 1:') 4.* . on the 
'(1.1") *+ ,  Williamstown repeater. Join early risers 
and morning commuters for a Òrise and shineÓ 
morning. Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE, Net Manager.

Dec ’08 Jan ’09 Feb ’09 Mar ’09 Apr ’09 May ’09 Jun ’09 Jul ’09 Aug ’09 Sep ’09 Oct ’09 Nov ’09 Dec ’09

Sessions

Check-ins

Traffic

Minutes

27 27 23 22 26 24 25 25 23 25 24 26

233 218 213 211 214 162 194 108 137 143 145 155

16 19 16 14 18 12 15 4 7 14 9 9

1089 1036 886 844 1029 820 940 627 564 737 751 777

Net Control Operators

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

Frank Pesce N1YBX

[open position]

[open position]

Frank Pesce N1YBX

[open position]

Good Morning, Vermont! Net

Monday through Saturday at .:## 0.* . on the 
'(1.1")! *+ ,  Williamstown repeater. Join your 
friends at the end of the day. An informal net chaired 
by many members to touch base with friends just 
before bedtime for the early risers among us. Join 
your CVARC friends for a delightful half hour before 
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett 
WA1YNE, Net Manager.

Dec ’08 Jan ’09 Feb ’09 Mar ’09 Apr ’09 May ’09 Jun ’09 Jul ’09 Aug ’09 Sep ’09 Oct ’09 Nov ’09 Dec ’09

Sessions

Check-ins

Traffic

Minutes

26 25 24 24 25 23 26 24 24 22 23 24

258 239 213 232 238 235 181 168 182 171 149 153

13 12 21 19 21 10 7 10 3 7 5 7

1013 998 856 796 922 1000 843 673 591 661 569 627

Net Control Operators

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

Allen Tinker W1AAT

John Silk KB1SRV

[open position]

[open position]

[open position]

Good Night, Irene! Net

with new information highlighted in yellow
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January, 2010, CVARC 
meeting minutes
January 6th, 2010

Tom Long KB1NGQ

CVARC president

Attendees ()

%e meeting was brought to order at /:## by the president, Tom Long!KB1NGQ .

%ere were no meeting minutes from the December "##$ Holiday Party requiring acceptance. 
Motion was made to accept treasurer Josette Metayer Messer!KB1EPTÕs report for December 
"##$, as published in QFQ. %e motion was seconded and passed.

%e president had contacted Fred Messer!WA1LIE  regarding Þling of CVARC, Inc., corporate 
status update with the Vermont Secretary of State. As Fred is well aware of the procedure, he 
will make the Þling shortly, as required every two years by the Secretary of StateÕs o&ce. Notice 
will be made when the process is complete. Also, although it had been discussed to change the 
ÒRegistered AgentÓ to our ÒDirectorÓ Steve Board!KA1LHZ , Fred and Tom decided it was not 
mandatory and would be more simple to keep Fred as the registered agent and just update the 
ÒO&cerÕs ListÓ with the Vermont Secretary of StateÕs o&ce. Notice will be sent to the 
membership when the Þling has been completed.

Question was raised by Miles Silk!KA1LDL  as to our current ARRL Special Services Club status. 
Steve KA1LHZ  updated the information with ARRL last fall: weÕre all set.

Our Josette KB1EPT  has been contacted by Mitch Stern!W1SJ as to whether we wanted our 
standard 5-page ad in the Vermont Amateur Radio Directory (at 6() for a 5-page). A motion 
was made and seconded to keep our presence in the directory (5 page). %e motion carried. Jo 
will send the check.

Also, it was noted that, for several years, Jo has purchased approximately "( of the directories 
for members. However, it has taken most of the remainder of the year to get the directories to 
those who had requested them and CVARC has only beneÞted by 6'".## for her persistence. A 
motion was made that if anyone wants a directory that they contact RANV  for it (i.e., Jo will 
not be purchasing a stack for the club this year). %e motion was seconded and carried.

Note: If you want to guarantee that you’ll receive a directory, you must reserve one (including 
payment) with Mitch Stern!W1SJ by this Saturday,  January, or risk finding them sold out at 
HAM-CON!

Upcoming Programs

We currently have no vice president to coordinate programs. Broad categories of meeting 
programs/presentations (software-driven radios, smart phones, DXing, CVARC history) were 
discussed. We need a vice president and we need a Field Day committee chair/coordinator. 
Some folks need to step forward! For the last several years, a small group of members has taken 
on the lionÕs share of the work. If we want a vibrant club, interesting presentations, and great 
Field Days, we cannot expect the same members to keep carrying all the weight. Please contact 
me at theprez@w'bd.org if you are willing to help where you can.

Meetings and the annual Spring Gala dates were also discussed. As normal, most meetings will 
be on the 'st Wednesday of each month, at the Steak House on the Barre-Montpelier Road. 
WeÕre tentatively booked in for most of the rest of "#'#. However, note that the annual Spring 
Gala and election of o&cers will be held on Saturday, '#!April, at the Steak House. %is was 
moved, seconded, and passed. [Note: the actual date was stated as the ''th, but that was an 
error as the second Saturday in April is the '#th, not the ''th.]

Tom noted he had been contacted by Jim Yerrington of Randolph who had called to discuss 
CVARC VE sessions so that he may test to obtain a General Class license, as his Advanced 
license had lapsed some time ago. Now, having moved to Vermont and with grandchildren who 
are interested in his radio equipment, Jim is studying for his General. We will do what we can 
to accommodate a VE Session for Jim.

Wayne A. Dorsett!WA1YNE is conducting a two-day Tech training class in January, to conclude 
with a VE session at the end of the month; the course is already Þlled.

¥ Allen Tinker!W1AAT

¥ Josette Metayer Messer!KB1EPT

¥ Miles Silk!KA1LDL

¥ Ronald Pitkin!KB1NDU

¥ Tom Long!KB1NGQ

¥ John Silk!KB1SRV

¥ Cen
tra

l V
er

m

ont ¥

A m ate

ur 
R

a
d

io
 C

lu

b, Inc.  C
V

A
R

C 
re

po
rt

s

mailto:theprez@w1bd.org
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org


February, 2010 The QFQ Report 5

To join CVARC or to renew, please send your check made payable to ÒCVARCÓ, to:

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US

 Coit’s Pond Road
Cabot, VT 

¥ Russ Schauer!KA1KNO

¥ Jessica Noyes!KB1NBO

¥ Steve Noyes!KB1NBP

New, returning, & 
renewing members
January 1st – January 24th, 2010

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US

CVARC membership coordinator

Treasurer’s report for 
December, 2009
Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT

CVARC treasurer

Balance forward $2,297.14

Expenses

Total expenses $0.00 $0.00

Income
Membership dues $25.00

Total income $25.00 $25.00

Ending balance $2,322.14

Backscatter Fred Doten!N1OEP writes:

I am interested in purchasing a used handheld scanner for somewhere under 
$100.

¥ Cen
tra

l V
er

m

ont ¥

A m ate

ur 
R

a
d

io
 C

lu

b, Inc.  C
V

A
R

C 
re

po
rt

s

mailto:Fred%20Doten%20N1OEP%20%3Cdotens@juno.com%3E?subject=scanner
mailto:Fred%20Doten%20N1OEP%20%3Cdotens@juno.com%3E?subject=scanner


February, 2010 The QFQ Report 6

HAM-CON info at a glance:
"/!February!"#'#, .:## 4.* . Ð ":##!0.* .
Hampton Inn Convention Center
Route "// at I-.$, exit '1 
Colchester, Vermont
latest info & directions: www.ranv.org/hamcon.html
VT Amateur Radio Directories: pre-order with Mitch W1SJ by -#!January or risk them being 
sold out at HAM -CON.

%e program is falling into place little by little. IÕm pleased to announce that Ed Hare W1RFI 
from the ARRL will do a presentation on ÒWhich Antenna Is Best?,Ó where he will use modeling 
software on a laptop to answer this pressing question. For those who would rather build, we 
will have the Þrst-ever ÒAntenna Construction WorkshopÓ where lucky attendees will get to 
build their own small "-meter yagi. We will also have a talk on ÒDemystifying D-STAR,Ó along 
with talks on interference, operating, ARRL, and another exciting DXpedition movie! 

We will have a larger convention space, giving more room to maneuver in those crowded sales 
aisles. And IÕm happy to report that dealer KJI will be joining us this year, along with other 
returning vendors.

New this year: the hotel will o2er a prepackaged lunch, providing an alternative to going 
outside (in the cold) to Þnd an eatery. %ey will also again o2er a discounted rooming block. 
Look for these details soon on the web. And remember, buy your tickets now and only pay 61 
general admission or 6'" early admission (instead of 6./6')). Tickets can be purchased on-
line, picked up at RANV  meetings, or send ticket requests with SASE directly to Carl Dow 
AB1DD  at his call-book address before '-!February. All the news on HAM -CON can be found at 
www.ranv.org/hamcon.html.

HAM-CON:
February 27th 2010
Mitch Stern W1SJ

Breakfast info at a glance:
-#!January!"#'#, $:## 4.* . Ð '":##!7887
JPÕs Deli
Vt. rte.!''/
Essex Junction, Vermont
latest info & directions: www.ranv.org/newslet.html9b

It is a new year and itÕs time to have Breakfast! In what has become the annual rite of passage 
for January, a whole bunch of hamsters will sit down to breakfast and talk. Someone out of 
state once asked, ÒWhy do you do that?Ó %e answer is simple: those are the things we all best 
know how to do!

%e "#'# Breakfast will be Saturday, -#!January from $:## until noon at JPÕs Deli in Essex 
Junction. JPÕs is on River Road (Vt. rte. ''/), '.( miles east of the Five Corners. It is a little past 
the IBM entrance at the tra&c light, on the left side heading out of town. If you are coming 
from points east, it is exit '' o2 of I-.$ to Vt. rte. ''/; look for the restaurant on the right after 
1.) miles Ñ weÕll be in the back room. %e venue change was necessary because the Lincoln 
Inn is no longer open for breakfast.

Eating will take place from $:## Ð '#:## (JPÕs has a full breakfast menu with prices ranging 
6).$)-..$).), followed by our discussion session from '#:## Ð noon. %is yearÕs discussion is, 
ÒWhat new things will you be trying in amateur radio this year, and how will you promote it to 
others?Ó Other discussion and announcements and proclamations will also likely take place.

DonÕt miss out! Make sure you put Saturday, -#!January on your calendar for the Breakfast!

2010 ham breakfast is 
this Saturday
Mitch Stern W1SJ
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More than ")# Amateur Radio operators provided communication support for the ''-th 
running of the Boston Marathon on Monday, "#!April "##$, also known as PatriotsÕ Day. With 
more than "1,### o&cial runners and )##,### spectators along the "1-mile route, the marathon 
utilized amateurs at the starting line, along the course at each water and Þrst aid station, and at 
the Þnish line.

Ò%is is the largest public service event in New England in terms of the number of Amateur 
Radio operators required for a one-day event, and we can always use more hams to help us,Ó 
said Marathon Amateur Radio Communications (MARC) course coordinator Steve Schwarm 
W3EVE. ÒWeÕre glad that the weather was cool and the number of ambulance requests this year 
was lower than past years, where we had higher temperatures and more medical issues.Ó

Even with the more temperate weather, MARC Þnish-line coordinator Paul Topolski W1SEX 
said the medical tents at the Þnish line were near capacity by mid-afternoon. ÒHams provided 
communications, status and logistical issue updates between the medical tents to our Þnish line 
net control as needed,Ó he said.

%e Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) was active with operations at the 
State Emergency Operations Center in Framingham, with their operations room acting as a 
UniÞed Command Center (UCC) for the marathon. RACES members sta2ed the 
communications room at the SEOC, and ARRL Eastern Massachusetts Section Manager Mike 
Neilsen W1MPN sta2ed the UCC. Neilson fed status reports on any issues along the marathon 
route into the operations room, as well as issues from the UCC to the operations room.

Ò%is is the Þrst time weÕve had an Amateur Radio operator in the operations room of the 
UCC," said Massachusetts State RACES radio o&cer Tom Kinahan N1CPE. ÒWe have been 
coordinating with the Boston Marathon net control and the Þnish-line communications in 
Boston to provide updates into our station and to our Amateur Radio operator in the UCC.Ó

%e net-control center is located with a line of sight to the Boston area and to the entire "1-
mile route in case simplex communication is required. More than a dozen repeaters were 
utilized to provide overlapping coverage to the marathon route. %e Clay Center Amateur 
Radio Club, the Minuteman Repeater Association, the Framingham Amateur Radio 
Association, and many other clubs in the New England area support the marathon operations.

With so many amateurs placed along the marathon route, ARRL Eastern Massachusetts 
Section emergency coordinator Rob Macedo KD1CY placed Eastern Massachusetts ARES on 
standby in case something went wrong along the marathon route or a major incident occurred 
coincident with the marathon. Ò%is is standard operating procedure for ÔMarathon MondayÕÓ 
he said. ÒWe want our members to maintain a heightened state of awareness during the event.Ó

Patriots’ Day — a state holiday in Massachusetts and Maine — commemorates the anniversary of 
the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the first battles of the American Revolutionary War.

Hams provide 
communications 
support for New 
England’s largest public 
service event
ARRL, reprinted with permission

[is is a perfect time for CVARC members 
interested in volunteering for the th Boston 
Marathon on  April  to sign up at 
Marathon Amateur Radio 
Communications.]

http://www.bostonmarathon.com
http://www.bostonmarathon.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriots_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriots_Day
http://marc.mmra.org/marc/
http://marc.mmra.org/marc/
http://www.mmra.org/marc/
http://www.mmra.org/marc/
http://www.mmra.org/marc/
http://www.mmra.org/marc/
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