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: Another month gone, or nearly, and the Holiday Season is upon us.“My, how
From the president tempus fugic!
Tom Long KB1NGQ

CVARCpresident I hope all of our members and other readers have any antenna work finished

before the winter really sets in. The antenna party to get Josette Metayer

Messer KB1EPT's OCF dipole strung was successful. Originally planned for the 14t
of November, the Vermont ARES SET took precedence. So, we delayed until the
21%, and Jo, Fred Messer WA1LIE, Carla Straight KB1MFQ, and I did a quick job of
raising and guying a pole get the antenna in the air. Unfortunately, none of us
brought a camera to capture our sinking in the soft, wet, earth left by the town’s

new septic line they had put right through Jo's backyard!

December cvarcholiday Afterward, Fred and Carla came up to my place to look at and assess possibilities

t of getting my 265’ bare-wire OCF off the tree branches and getting the last 10" or

party . . .

When: | December "#$ @PRb-# so of each end horizontal. I had underestimated the distance between the end-

Where:  The Steak House point support trees by 15 to 20 feet, and not realized it was bare wire when I
&"$ Barre-Montpelier Rd. ordered it. Lesson learned: bare wire really does not like to stay tuned with the

What: December holiday party and Yankee pwap!

ends bent down and conducting to wet tree branches. I can still “get out” but, as
RSVvP Josette Metayer MesserT

always, there’s more to be done to get it right. The good news is that my
homemade 5-element 2-meter beam seems to be working very well, but I still need
to get that up on a mast on the rotator. I may wait until there’s a good snow and
sleet storm so that I know it has been properly installed!

I did finish the antenna feedline bulkhead, so the gale force breeze through the
window sill has been sealed off. However, after Steve Board KA1LHZ's well-
researched and thorough grounding and lightening protection presentation at the
November CVARC meeting, I realized I really should have designed in a heavier
grounding plate and surge suppressors. For the winter, I'll trust in fate that there
will be no severe “thunder snows.”

At the November meeting, we did decide to hold a“Yankee swap” at the CVARC
holiday party in December. So, make sure to bring something (of minimal value to
you) that may be treasured by another. It is always fun to see who's least-wanted
item(s) become the treasures that others just can't live without. And just when
some one thought theyd garnished that special treasure it gets swiped — I mean
swapped — by some one who covets it more.

Please remember to contact Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT at memerejo@gmail.com
for reservations for the CVARC holiday party on December 5t at 6:00, at “The
Steak House.” We need a commitment of 30 to reserve the “big room” and Jo says
we're only about half-way there!
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Dates to remember

26 No

Thanksgiving Day

5 De

cvarRwliday party N 6:0@

25 Deg

Christmas Day

1 Jai New YearOs Day

6 Jal cvARmeeting

3 Fe| cvarmeeting

3 Ma| cvaRteeting

14 Mg Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks forward one hour, to UTC -4 hours

@ ]
N ber| Aucti
RecentCvARC programs ovember] Auction
) ) ) o ) December| Holiday party at The Steak House
with new information highlighted in yellow January {[cancelled due to bad weather]
February | Antennas 101 (Fred Messer)
March ( Portable antennas (DavitVHZ
April € 200&varmnual meeting
May € Mobile antennas (DavidvtHal & Steve Boakd.Hz )
June { Field Day 2009 planning session; Logging programeFom Cort
July G [no meeting]
August ( Solar-power systems & saving energy AVirgil)Hall
September Greenland trip & OBeing at the bottom of a DX pileupOddane English
October | American Red Cross, Central Vermont, N.H. Valley Chapterc¢]im Stetson
November| Lightning protection & grounding (Stexe1Beayd
[ L ]
CVARC Ofpcers &C presidel Tom LorginGQ theprez@w1bd.org
! ) vice presid Jane Englisterce theveep@w1bd.org
secretg Wayne A. DorsettyNE thesecretary@w1bd.org
treasur| Josette Metayer MesserT thetreasurer@w1bd.org
directdclub call-sign cust Steve BoatghLHz thedirector@w1bd.org
public information ( Greg Faxiwmi thepio@w1bd.org
repeater techn Allen Wildeaioe therepeaterquy@w1bd.org
QFQ Reptitd Erik Mueller-Hardes theeditor@w1bd.org
QFQ Repmupy edi Timothy Mueller-Hatdersr
membership ( Erik Mueller-Harders themembershipguy@w1bd.org
webmasi Erik Mueller-Harders thewebmaster@w1bd.org
[ L
CVARCrepeaters ST
Call si¢w1BD W1BD
Frequer| 146.629 146.820H
Olse|-600 kHz (146ME%H -600 kHz (146MED
P/L tor 100 Hz 100 Hz
@ ®
CVARC Web Slte wwwwlbd.org
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December, 2009 The QFQ Report 2


http://www.w1bd.org
http://www.w1bd.org
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theveep@w1bd.org
mailto:theveep@w1bd.org
mailto:thesecretary@w1bd.org
mailto:thesecretary@w1bd.org
mailto:thetreasurer@w1bd.org?subject=QFQ%20request
mailto:thetreasurer@w1bd.org?subject=QFQ%20request
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thepio@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thepio@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
mailto:therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
mailto:theeditor@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theeditor@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:themembershipguy@w1bd.org
mailto:themembershipguy@w1bd.org
mailto:thewebmaster@w1bd.org
mailto:thewebmaster@w1bd.org

We welcome all licensed radio amateurs to join us on our nets!

CVARC nets
[

Net Control Operators

Central Vermont FM Net Sundays at 8:00 r.m. on the 146.625 MHz
with new information highlighted in yellow Williamstown repeater. Our “flagship” net regularly 1st Sund various
draws check-ins from all over Vermont and >nd Sund Ed Hutchinson N1FvP
neighboring areas of Québec, New York, and New 3rd Sund varios
Hampshlre. 4th Sund various
5th Sung Chris Craig K1MHZ

Oct O Nov @ Dec { Jan O Feb G Mar © Apr O|May G Jun O] Jul O( Aug @ Sep { Oct O
Sessic 4 5 4 4 4 5 4 [y 4 5 4
Check- 49 70 45 48 49 65 45 46 39 36 29
Tra"c 4 5 1 4 3 5 4 3 3 3 3
Minute 191 253 194 215 176 227 197 175 174 165 128
he 31t due to a wide-spread power outage.

“The w1BD repeater was off the air on t

Monday through Saturday at about 6:15 a.m. on the ~ Net Control Operators

Good Morning, Vermont! Net 10 ' :
with new information hlghllghted in ye”OW 146.625 MHz Williamstown repeater‘_]om early risers Mond¢d Wayne A. Dorsett WALYNE
and morning commuters for a “rise and shine” Tuesd! Frank Pesce NLYEX
morning, Wayne A. Dorsett WALYNE, Net Manager. —
Wednes( [open position]

Thursd{ [open position]
Fridal Frank Pesce N1YBX
Saturdi [open position]

Oct | Nov @ Dec ¢ Jan O| Feb Q Mar @| Apr O| May @ Jun O Jul O( Aug G Sep @ Oct O

Sessig 25 25 27 27 23 22 26 24 25 25 23 25
Check- 144 166 233 218 213 AN 214 162 194 108 137 143
Tra"d 5 16 16 19 16 14 18 12 15 4 7 14
Minute 877 845 1089 | 1036 886 844 1029 820 940 627 564 737

Net Control Operators

Monday through Saturday at 8:00 r.m. on the

Good Night, Irene! Net 1 !
with new information highlighted in yellow 146.625 Muz Williamstown repeater. Join your Mondg Wayne A. Dorsett WALYNE
friends at the end of the day. An informal net chaired Tuesdl Allen Tinker WinaT
by many members to touch base with friends just Wednesd John Silk kB15Ry
before bedtime for the early risers among us. Join —— i
your CVARC friends for a delightful half hour before ursd [open posi ?on]
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett S8 [open position]
Saturd{ [open position]

WALYNE, Net Manager.

Oct O| Nov @ Dec ¢ Jan O| Feb @ Mar O Apr O| May G Jun O| Jul O( Aug @ Sep § Oct O
25 24 24 25 23 26 24 24 22

238 235 181 168 182 17

Sessig 25 25 26
Check- 239 246 258 239 213 232

Tra"g 8 20 13 12 21 19
Minutd 931 956 1013 998 856 796

21 10 7 10 3 7
922| 1000 843 673 591 661

[ ®
CVARC Phone Net Mondays at 8:00 p.m. on 1966 xHz. Come join in and see whether 160-meter nets deserve their
reputation for, well, long-windedness. David Halé wikr, Net Manager.
[ L
3
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November, 2009, CVARC
meeting minutes

Welcome by Tom Long KBINGQ.

Introductions (&()

Allen Tinker W1AAT Ture Nelson KBINBJ
th . .
November 4%, 2009 + Alexandra Whitelock W1AEW + Tom Long KBINGQ
Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE + Josette Metayer Messer KB1IEPT + Ron Schoolcraft KB1OPA
CVARCSsecretary + Ed Hutchinson N1FMP + Al Gardner KB1ORP

+ Miles Silk KA1LDL + Virgil Hall AATRW

+ Steve Board KA1LHZ + Wayne Whitelock wiwrw

+ Greg Fox KEIMI + Wayne A. Dorsett WALYNE
Reports
A motion to accept October’s minutes as
published in QFQ Report was accepted.

A motion to accept October’s treasurer’s report

by Josette KB1EPT was accepted.

Old Business:

Steve kA1LHZ said no report from the repeater

committee. We were reminded to keep in mind

g some painting which will have to be done in the
—— - = Espring. KEiMI and Wayne WA1YNE volunteered
Wayne Whitelookrw and Tom Longico (WALYN o do what they could.

The West River Amateur Radio club has begun

to aggressively address doing the Vermont QSO

Party in Feb of 2010.

Greg KEIMI reported he had no new issues

requiring volunteers, and he expects that to hold

true until early spring time. It was indicated the

Jr. Diabetes people would like to return and

requested our help. We requested more lead

time from them and if it could be a different

weekend.

Al kB10RP reported it looks as if he is going to

have to do a complete inventory of the club Josette Metayer Messer (WAL1YNE)

property, since no inventory seems to exist. Ron

KB1OPA is still borrowing the club PC with training software. This needs to be included in the

inventory. We also need to see if the software is current.

New Business:

The next item on the agenda was the holiday party. The usual first Wednesday meeting will be

cancelled, and the party on December 5t at 6:00 ».u. will take its place. Do not forget to bring a

Yankee swap gift, and please RSVP to Josette KB1EPT for an accurate headcount.

Jane English KD6PCE was not present to tell us of any other presentations she has scheduled.

Steve KA1LHZ made a motion that CVARC provide a membership for Marge Forbes ka1svr

with the Sussex County Amateur Radio Club — her new local club. This was seconded by

Ture KBINBJ , and it was accepted. N2wM is treasurer: n2wm@arrl.net.

An antenna party was called for Saturday, November 14th at 10:00 a.m. to help Tom KBINGQ
and Josette kB1EPT with their Carolina
windoms. They will meet at Tom’s in Waterbury
Center and proceed to Jo's afterward.

Mitch Stern wisy is looking for some help for
HAM-CON 2010. It will be held in the same
place as last year, but they will have the entire
ballroom, which is a lot more space. For more
info or to volunteer to help, contact Mitch at
wlsj@arrl.net.
A motion was made and approved to adjourn
the business portion of the meeting and turn it
over to Steve KA1LHZ for a presentation on
Steve Board.+z (WALYNE) ver o Steve KAL P

lightning protection.

[ L
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L ]
~ Bal f d 2,247.14
TreasurerQOs report for alance forwar ¥
November, 2009 Expenses
Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT
Total expenses $0.00 $0.00
CVARCtreasurer
Income
Membership dues $30.00
Total income $30.00 $30.00
Ending balance $2,277.14
L ]
H + Al Gardner KB1ORP
NeW, returnlng1 & + David Santamore KB1ORS
renewing members N
November 1 B November 25, 2009 To join CVARC or to renew, please send your check made Ful| $20/year

Erik Mueller-Harder kius
cvARC membership coordinator

payable to“ CVARC), to: -
Famil $25/year

Erik Mueller-Harders Sustaini| $75/year
$$' CoitOs Pond Road
Cabot, VT #1%()

Contributing (non-v| $10/year

® ®
B k CVARC-owned basic exercise bicycle, no frills, available for pick up (and

aC Scatter perhaps a small donation). !Please contact Fred Messer WALLIE,
[ o

HAM-CON:
February 27th 2010

Mitch Stern wiss

HAM-CON 2010 is confirmed for Saturday, February 27t at the Hampton Inn Convention
Center in Colchester. Be sure to mark your calendar!

We have secured the entire ballroom for the flea market, resulting in 30% more space and a lot
more room to move around the tables and hallways. We are also working with the Hampton to
make sure we have ample parking for the entire show.

In planning for the 2010 convention, we are soliciting ideas for the upcoming show. Specifically,
we are looking for suggested topics and speakers for the forums. In general, we try to balance
the forums evenly between technical and non-technical. We also try to include a forum on a
non-ham topic, but something many hams are interested in. So please let me know what types
of things you might be interested in.

We will likely bring back our convention ham station again. But, what other types of
demonstrations of ham radio would you like to see? Would you be interested in a small group

building project?

Many of the large vendors set up Friday night and stay over at the Hampton. Is there interest
in limited Friday night activities? These would be limited to the time we are setting up as we
will not have access to other rooms at that time.

Another idea we are considering is having a closing ceremonies at the end where we make
announcements, offer acknowledgements and raffle off the prizes. I've seen this type of event at
other shows and it seems to work well. This will get around the craziness of trying to pull door
prizes and find people during the show. But this will only work if a sizable number of people
choose to stick around until the end. Thoughts?

As the show gets more and more complicated, we are looking for more and more volunteers to
help. Specifically, we need people to take on the job of media relations. This entails contacting
the media, feeding them information on the show and professionally pestering them until they
produce the desired publicity. Whether it be via print media, broadcast media, signs, or
internet, someone needs to make all of this happen. And when you master this job, it is a great
thing to put on your resume. Are you interested?

Please reply with your thoughts to wlsj@arrlnet. And start spreading the word, as there are only
three months till HAM-CON.
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