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I don't have a lot to say for this edition of @ QFQ Reportwhich is probably a relief
to most! It is “stick season” — with most of the leaves fallen, we can now see the
contours of the land and more neighbors  houses and lights; and they might see a
couple of antennas here.

From the president

Tom Long KB1NGQ
CVARC president

I still need to raise the ends of my 160 m “Carolina Windom” (where the last few feet
on each end are considerably less than horizontal), do something to get my 2 m beam
off the deck on some kind of mast and on the rotator I got as a freebee. Most of the
wood is stacked for the winter and most of the outside chores done. It’s too early to
put the snow blower on the tractor, I hope! I should have my window-frame antenna
bulkhead finished within a day or two, sealing the winter out, rather than stuffing rags
on the window sill where the coax feeds in and the ground wire feeds out.

November CVARC meeting

\When:4 November 2009 Hopefully, Chris Craig KIMHZ and Steve Board KA1LHZ are putting the finishing

Where The Steak House touches on a program for November’s CVARC meeting. (At least, last heard that was
1239 Barre-Montpelier Rd. the plan),
What:dinner (5:30 P.M.)
*monthly meeting (6:30 P.M. Please remembetontact Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT at thetreasurer@wlbd.org for
";:z!:'da:';ft:szc'a'g ) B S reservations for the CVARC holiday party on December 5t at 6:00 p.u., at the Steak
House. We need a commitment of 30 to reserve the “big room.”
° °

From NOAA’s Space Weather Prediction Center at www.swpc.noaa.gov/SolarCycle/:

Slight uptick in sunspot
count — time to get "
those 10 m antennas
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Dates to remember

with new information highlighted in yellow

310ct.

Halloween

1 Nov.

Standard Time begins (set clocks back one hour, to UTC-5 hours)

4 Nov.

CVARC meeting

11 Nov.

Veterans’ Day

26 Nov.

Thanksgiving Day

5 Dec.

cvARC holiday party

25 Dec.

Christmas Day

1Jan.

New Year’s Day

6Jan.

CVARC meeting

3 Feb.

CVARC meeting

3 Mar.

CVARC meeting

14 Mar. | Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks forward one hour, to UTC -4 hours)

Re C ent CVARC pr Ograms October 08 | NOAA .winter SKYWARN™ training (Greg Hanson KB1GYE)
November ‘08 | Auction
with new information highlighted in yellow December 08 | Holiday party at The Steak House
January ‘09 | [cancelled due to bad weather]
February ‘09 | Antennas 101 (Fred Messer WA1LIE)
March ‘09 | Portable antennas (David Halé W1KR)
April 09 | 2009 cvARC annual meeting
May ‘09 | Mobile antennas (David Halé w1KR & Steve Board KA1LHZ)
June 09 | Field Day 2009 planning session; Logging program (Tom Cort KB1EPR)
July’09 | [no meeting]
August ‘09 | Solar-power systems & saving energy (Virgil Hall AA1RW)
September ‘09 | Greenland trip & “Being at the bottom of a DX pileup” (Jane English kD6PCE)
October 09 | American Red Cross, Central Vermont, N.H. Valley Chapter (Tim Stetson W1RCZ)
[
CVARC Ofﬁcers, &C. president | Tom Long KB1NGQ theprez@w1bd.org
vice president | Jane English kDePCE theveep@w1bd.org
secretary | Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE thesecretary@w1bd.org
treasurer | Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT thetreasurer@w1bd.org
director (club call-sign custodian) | Steve Board KA1LHZ thedirector@w1bd.org
publicinformation officer | Greg Fox KE1MI thepio@w1bd.org
repeater technician | Allen Wilde N110E therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
QFQ Report editor | Erik Mueller-Harder k1Us theeditor@wl1bd.org
QFQ Report copy editor | Timothy Mueller-Harder KB1NBR
membership chair | Erik Mueller-Harder k1Us themembershipguy@w1bd.org
webmaster | Erik Mueller-Harder k1us thewebmaster@w1bd.org
[
CVARC repe aters Williamstown Cabot
Call sign | W1BD W1BD
Frequency | 146.625 MHz 146.820 MHz
Offset | -600 kHz (146.025 MHz) -600 kHz (146.220 MHz)
P/L tone | 100 Hz 100 Hz
wwwwibd.org

CVARC web site
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CVARC nets
[

We welcome all licensed radio amateurs to join us on our nets!

.
Central Vermont FM Net Sundays at 8:00 r.m. on the 146.625 MHz Net Control Operators
with new information highlighted in yellow Williamstown repeater. Our “flagship” net regularly 15t Sunday | various
draws check-ins from all over Vermont and 2nd Sunday | Ed Hutchinsome
neighbor.ing areas of Québec, New York, and New 3rdSunday | various
Hampshire, -
4th Sunday | various
5th Sunday | Chris CraigHz
Sep 08 | Oct’08 | Nov‘08 | Dec’08 | Jan’09 | Feb’09 | Mar‘09 | Apr09 | May ‘09 | Jun 09 | Jul'09 | Aug 09 | Sep ‘09
Sessions 4 4 5 4 4 4 5 4 & 4 5 4
Check-ins 50 49 70 45 48 49 65 45 46 39 36 29
Traffic 4 4 5 1 4 3 5 4 3 3 3 3
Minutes 171 191 257 194 21¢ 176 221 197 17% 174 165 128
“The W1BD repeater was off the air on the 315 due to a wide-spread power outage.
.
Good Morning, Vermont! Net Monday through Saturday at about 6:15 a.m. on the  Net Control Operators
with new information highlighted in yellow 146.625 MHz Williamstown repeater. Join early risers Monday | [open position]
and morning commuters for a “rise and shine” Tuesday | Frank Pesoex
morning, Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE, Net Manager. Wednesday | [open position]
Thursday | [open position]
Friday | Frank Pescex
Saturday | [open position]
Sep 08 | Oct’08 | Nov'08 | Dec’08 | Jan'09 | Feb’09 | Mar'09 | Apr’09 | May 09 | Jun'09 | Jul'09 | Aug ‘09 | Sep 09
Sessions 24 25 25 217 27 23 22 26 24 25 25 23
Check-ins 94 144 16¢ 233 21¢ 213 21] 214 164 194 10¢ 137
Traffic 7 5 16 16 19 16 14 18 12 15 4 7
Minutes 56¢ 871 845 108{ 103 88¢ 844 102 82( 94( 627 564
. ]
Good Night, Irene! Net Monday through Saturday at 8:00 r.m. on the Net Control Operators
with new information highlighted in yellow 146.625 Muz Williamstown repeater. Join your Monday | Wayne A. Darsethe
friends at the end of the day. An informal net chaired Tuesday | [open position]
by many members to touch base with friends just Wednesday | [open position]
before bedtime for the early risers among us. Join Thured —
your CVARC friends for a delightful half hour before ursday | [open pOSftfon]
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett f [open position]
WA1YNE, Net Manager. Saturday | [open position]
Sep‘08 | Oct’08 | Nov'08 | Dec’08 | Jan‘09 | Feb’09 | Mar’09 | Apr'09 | May ‘09 | Jun’09 | Jul’09 | Aug ‘09 | Sep 09
Sessions 22 25 25 26 25 24 24 25 23 26 24 24
Check-ins 21¢ 23¢ 24¢ 25§ 234 213 232 23§ 23 18] 16§ 187
Traffic 18 8 20 13 12 21 19 21 10 7 10 3
Minutes 844 93] 95¢ 101 99¢ 856 79¢ 927 100| 841 67 59]
o
CVARC Phone Net Mondays at 8:00 p.m. on 1966 xHz. Come join in and see whether 160-meter nets deserve their
reputation for, well, long-windedness. David Halé w1kRr, Net Manager.
L
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Vermont ARES supports
JDRF bike tour

Reprinted with permission from the ARRL ARES
E-Letter for October, 2009

On August 29, ARES members of the Central Vermont Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
(CVARC) provided health and welfare communications for the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation (JDRF) Bike Tour. The tour covered one hundred miles over
difficult terrain on a cold rainy day. It was hard on the riders and VHF communications
were difficult. Many of the riders either have diabetes or have family members that
suffer from it. However, the majority of the riders persevered, riding the entire 100
miles. The youngest operator (16) Chris Craig K1MHZ ran a professional net as
alternate net control station.

The route took riders up the Vt. rt. 100 valley from Killington to Waitsfield — and
back — with the event organizers trying to use their ten Motorola satellite phones
(SATs), local ambulance service radio systems, and cell phones of every variety and
provider available. None was of any use for the majority of the route! The only
consistently reliable communications for the entire route was provided by amateur
radio: there was not one quarter mile in which the medical supervisor was unable to
communicate with the various rest stops and overall tour supervisor.

Over $1,300,000 was raised by the tour for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
(over $4,000 per participant, on average), the most raised for any of their numerous
events throughout the country. There were no serious medical incidents. All of the
most necessary information for the event was passed via amateur radio. Many thanks
to all who helped make communications for the event a success.

Backscatter

Tom Long KB1NGQ forwarded this request for publication:

I am an Australian ham now Tiving in the USA, and I am currently
collecting all USA states & Canadian provinces amateur radio car
tags/license plates for my ham shack, as we don’t have them back
home in Australia.

I have been trying to advertise to collect them, but I am not
getting very many responses.

I was wanting to ask if possibly you have any members in your club
that may have a plate or two that they can spare? I thought it
couldn’t hurt to ask!!

I am happy to pay any shipping costs on the plates sent — and any
help with building my collection would be greatly appreciated.
Please pass my details on to anyone in the club that you may know
that would maybe have some to spare.

73 and kind regards,
Paul N1AUS/VK5PKM
Anyone interested, please contact Tom at theprez@wlbd.org and he'll send it on to Paul.
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October, 2009, CVARC

meeting minutes
October 7th, 2009

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE
CVARC secretary

Welcome by Tom Long KB1NGQ.

Introductions (18):

+ Alexandra Whitelock W1AEW + John Silk KB1SRV

+ Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT + Jay Behrman KB1SYX

+ Allen Wilde N110OE + Wayne Whitelock WIWRW

+ Steve Board KA1LHZ + Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

+ Chris Craig KIMHZ + Tom Girardi WA1YNU

+ Tom Long KBINGQ + Jennifer Adams

+ Fred Doten N1OEP + Brady Belleville

+ Al Gardner KB1ORP + Beverly Potter (Lamoille CERT)
+ Tim Stetson W1RCZ + Violet

Call for approval of reports as submitted and published in e QFQ Report

+ Chris K1MHZ moved to approve the minutes of the September meeting; Josette KB1EPT seconded; motion passed.
+ Steve KA1LHZ moved to approve September’s treasurer’s report; Wayne WA1YNE seconded; motion passed.

Old Business:

There was a misunderstanding of the need for a new chairman to the membership committee.
The appointment of Josette KB1EPT to that position was rescinded. Erik Mueller-Harder k1us
is still the chairman of the membership committee.

Members can also renew their ARRL membership through CVARC and the club gets a token
amount for the treasury. See Josette about that.

A preliminary report from the repeater committee was given, but the actual meeting was not
established yet.

+ The present nets will continue, but it is requested we allow the tail to drop as we pass the turn on to the next station.

“

(Please count to “3” before you key up when it is passed to you.) Also, net control stations should remember to ask
for additional check ins between passes.

+ 'The tower site has been cleaned up for this year by Tom WA1YNU and crew. Don't forget it will need to be done
again next year. Tom also noted that we will need to get a work party together in the spring, to paint the repeater site

building.

Our president reported that the coordination is proceeding with the West River Club to do the
QSO party for this coming year.

If you know of someone needing volunteer radio operators, be sure to contact Greg Fox KE1mL.

Chris K1MHZ will co-chair the 2010 Field Day committee, but the other person has not been
chosen yet to work with him.

CVARC property report:

+ Al KB10ORP says we still don't have a complete inventory of equipment CVARC owns. There is coordinating going on
between his committee and Allen W1AAT to see if we have a copy of a previous inventory so we do not have to
reinvent the wheel.

+ 'The CVARC gin pole found its way back to the storage site and is now under lock and key so its whereabouts can be
confirmed.

+ The bottom section of the tower donated by Marge Forbes KA1SVF still needs to be removed from her home. Steve
KA1LHZ may still need a crew to help him remove it.

New Business:

Josette KB1EPT said she needs to have RSVPs for our holiday party ASAP so she can confirm we
have at least 30 to get the bigger room for the first Saturday in December (12/5/09) at 6:00 p.m.
She needs to know who and how many in your party!

Josette made a motion that the club order 300 CVARC patches from the distributor and that
they be issued two to each person who joins and one to each member who renews. The motion
was seconded by Chris K1MHZz, and passed. The patches will also be available to members who
wish to have additional patches at a fee to be decided later.

Chris K1MHZ moved to adjourn the business portion of the meeting; Steve KA1LHZ seconded;
the motion passed.
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October meeting
minutes (cont.)

Timothy Stetson W1RCZ presented the relationship between the amateur radio club and the
American Red Cross. Some of us then went to the Red Cross center in Berlin to look over the

radio amateur station there and converse further.

Tim Stetson w1RrRcCz (WATYNE)

radio amateur station at the Hugh Weedon building in Berlin

(WATYNE)
Bal f d 2,627.64
Treasurer’s report for alance forwar -
OCtOber, 2009 Expenses
Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT October g.uest speakerOs meal $14.00
vl tasiler Lake Region Awards patches $411.50
y Total expenses $425.50 -$425.50
Income
Membership dues $45.00
Total income $45.00 $45.00
Ending balance $2,247.14

At our October CVARC meeting we voted to order more CVARC patches. We wish to give these
out to all our paid-up members. They can be sewn on caps, shirts, bags, or jackets.

I will be collecting membership dues at our regular meetings and also at our holiday party on

Saturday, Dec. 5t at 6:00 p.m. at the Steak House. Please RSVP to me, indicating how many are
coming — family members are welcome. We will be ordering off the regular menu, and will be
given the larger room if we hear from at least 30 people wanting to attend. E-mail me anytime

to RSVP: memerejo@gmail.com.

L ]
N . & + Lane Safford N1JGK
ew, return 1 ng; + Art Rank KBINHV
renewing members  CJ Safford KetPkv
September 30t — October 31%, 2009
Erik Mueller-Harder k1us
CVARC membership coordinator To join CVARC or to renew, please send your check made
payable to“ CVARC', to: Full| $20/year
Family | $25/year
Erik Mueller-Harder k1Us
993 Coit’s Pond Road Sustaining | $75/year
Cabot, VT 05647 Contributing (non-voting) | $10/year
.
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