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October CVARC meeting
Note early start to accommodate program/presentation at the 
American Red Cross facility in Berlin at about 7:15 P.M. More details on 
page 4.

 What:  early dinner & monthly meeting

 When:   October , : P.M. - : P.M.
 Where:  The Steak House

 Barre-Montpelier Rd.

 What:  program: : Tim Stetson, director of education 
and training, American Red Cross Central Vt./
N.H. Valley chapter

 When:   October  at : P.M.
 Where:  The Steak House

 Barre-Montpelier Rd.

 What:  tour

 When:   October  at about : P.M.
 Where:  American Red Cross

Hugh Weedon Building
 Pike Drive, Berlin

It is that time of year again! I don’t know where the summer went. With the 
temperatures dropping and leaves starting to turn, it’s time to check on the wood pile, 
clean and store any air conditioners, bring in the deck or patio furniture, start sorting 
and changing over from the “summer” clothing to the colder weather clothes, find the 
warmer footwear, and all those other seasonal tasks. As we all enjoy the challenge, I’m 
sure we would prefer to do any required maintenance on our antenna systems at -°F 
with a stiff wind and a blinding snow squall. However, it might be more prudent to use 
a nice fall day to check on the feed line(s), connectors, tower, insulators, suspension 
lines, etc., or even put up that new system you’ve been planning on and avoid the 
frostbite.

Speaking of seasonal tasks, we need to get a work crew together to clean up the 
.  W1BD repeater site on Mt. Pleasant in Williamstown. As part of our 
bargain rental rate for the  site, once a year CVARC members converge on the site to 
clean up, weed eat, cut back the vegetation, and whatever else looks like needs a bit of 
TLC. I am told that the responsibility of getting a crew together belongs to the 
director (call sign custodian). With that in mind, if you can help on some Saturday or 
Sunday before the snow flies, please contact Steve Board KA1LHZ thedirector@w1bd.org.

ere has been considerable discord regarding the .  repeater. Last month’s 
meeting addressed the overall issues by assigning the repeater committee the task of 
bringing recommendations to the club (see last month’s minutes on page ). I would 
sincerely request that all have utmost patience and tolerance while the issues are being 
addressed. Whatever the issues are, none constitute an “emergency.” Please keep this in 
mind while these issues are addressed in a constructive manner. Also, there was a 
technical problem with the repeater this last month. Sincere appreciation is due to our 
repeater technician, Allen Wilde N1IOE, who asked Tom Girardi WA1YNU to check out 
the problem the very next morning. Although Tom went to the site by himself and 
found and repaired a problem, it was not a complete fix. I do not know what magic 
Allen performed, but the problem was corrected in very short order and the repeater is 
working better than we could expect.

On a lighter note, thanks to a “heads up” from Allen Tinker W1AAT, many members 
and friends enjoyed a very brilliant pass of the ISS on the th of September and many 
shared their experience over the .  machine. Some who got out there early 
even saw the space shuttle shining as it passed over our area, ahead of the ISS.

Last, but not least, I hope all will welcome a new member of the Amateur Radio 
community. Jay Behrman of Williamstown recently passed his Technician exam and 
was issued the call sign KB1SYX. Jay has a host of questions about radios, antennas, 
surge suppressors, and other details that show his dedication to “doing it right.” 
Hopefully, we will hear, “is is KB1SYX” soon.

From the president
Tom Long KB1NGQ

CVARC president

mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org
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Williamstown Cabot

Call sign

Frequency

Offset

P/L tone

W1BD W1BD

146.625 MHZ 146.820 MHZ

-600 kHz (146.025 MHZ) -600 kHz (146.220 MHZ)

100 Hz 100 Hz

CVARC repeaters

www.wbd.org
CVARC web site

Dates to remember 7 Oct.

12 Oct.

31 Oct.

1 Nov.

4 Nov.

11 Nov.

26 Nov.

5 Dec.

25 Dec.

1 Jan.

6 Jan.

CVARC meeting (dinner @ 5:15; meeting @ 5:45; reconvene @ Red Cross in Berlin @ 6:30)

Columbus Day

Halloween

Standard Time begins (set clocks back one hour, to UTC -5 hours)

CVARC meeting

Veterans’ Day

Thanksgiving Day

Holiday party

Christmas Day

New Year’s Day

CVARC meeting

with new information highlighted in yellow

Recent CVARC programs September ’08

October ’08

November ’08

December ’08

January ’09

February ’09

March ’09

April ’09

May ’09

June ’09

July ’09

August ’09

September ’09

Picnic at Virgil Hall AA1RW’s

NOAA winter SKYWARN™ training (Greg Hanson KB1GYE)

Auction

Holiday party at The Steak House

[cancelled due to bad weather]

Antennas 101 (Fred Messer WA1LIE)

Portable antennas (David Halé W1KR)

2009 CVARC annual meeting

Mobile antennas (David Halé W1KR & Steve Board KA1LHZ)

Field Day 2009 planning session; Logging program (Tom Cort KB1EPR)

[no meeting]

Solar-power systems & saving energy (Virgil Hall AA1RW)

Greenland trip & “Being at the bottom of a DX pileup” (Jane English KD6PCE)

with new information highlighted in yellow

president

vice president

secretary

treasurer

director (club call-sign custodian)

public information officer

repeater technician

QFQ Report editor

QFQ Report copy editor

membership chair

webmaster

Tom Long KB1NGQ theprez@w1bd.org

Jane English KD6PCE theveep@w1bd.org

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE thesecretary@w1bd.org

Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT thetreasurer@w1bd.org

Steve Board KA1LHZ thedirector@w1bd.org

Greg Fox KE1MI thepio@w1bd.org

Allen Wilde N1IOE therepeaterguy@w1bd.org

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US theeditor@w1bd.org

Timothy Mueller-Harder KB1NBR

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US themembershipguy@w1bd.org

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US thewebmaster@w1bd.org

CVARC officers, &c.
with new information highlighted in yellow
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http://www.w1bd.org
http://www.w1bd.org
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theprez@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theveep@w1bd.org
mailto:theveep@w1bd.org
mailto:thesecretary@w1bd.org
mailto:thesecretary@w1bd.org
mailto:thetreasurer@w1bd.org?subject=QFQ%20request
mailto:thetreasurer@w1bd.org?subject=QFQ%20request
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thedirector@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thepio@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:thepio@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
mailto:therepeaterguy@w1bd.org
mailto:theeditor@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:theeditor@w1bd.org?subject=
mailto:themembershipguy@w1bd.org
mailto:themembershipguy@w1bd.org
mailto:thewebmaster@w1bd.org
mailto:thewebmaster@w1bd.org
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CVARC nets

Sundays at : .. on the .  
Williamstown repeater. Our “flagship” net regularly 
draws check-ins from all over Vermont and 
neighboring areas of Québec, New York, and New 
Hampshire.

Aug ’08 Sep ’08 Oct ’08 Nov ’08 Dec ’08 Jan ’09 Feb ’09 Mar ’09 Apr ’09 May ’09 Jun ’09 Jul ’09 Aug ’09

Sessions

Check-ins

Traffic

Minutes

5 4 4 5 4 4 4 5 4 4* 4

35 50 49 70 45 48 49 65 45 46 39

4 4 4 5 1 4 3 5 4 3 3

184 171 191 253 194 215 176 227 197 175 174
*e W1BD repeater was off the air on the st due to a wide-spread power outage.

Net Control Operators

1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

various

Ed Hutchinson N1FMP

various

various

Chris Craig K1MHZ

Central Vermont FM Net

We welcome all licensed radio amateurs to join us on our nets!

with new information highlighted in yellow

Mondays at : .. on  . Come join in and see whether -meter nets deserve their 
reputation for, well, long-windedness. David Halé W1KR, Net Manager.

CVARC Phone Net
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Monday through Saturday at about : .. on the 
.  Williamstown repeater. Join early risers 
and morning commuters for a “rise and shine” 
morning. Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE, Net Manager.

Aug ’08 Sep ’08 Oct ’08 Nov ’08 Dec ’08 Jan ’09 Feb ’09 Mar ’09 Apr ’09 May ’09 Jun ’09 Jul ’09 Aug ’09

Sessions

Check-ins

Traffic

Minutes

25 24 25 25 27 27 23 22 26 24 25 25

89 94 144 166 233 218 213 211 214 162 194 108

13 7 5 16 16 19 16 14 18 12 15 4

671 568 877 845 1089 1036 886 844 1029 820 940 627

Net Control Operators

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

[open position]

Frank Pesce N1YBX

[open position]

[open position]

Frank Pesce N1YBX

[open position]

Good Morning, Vermont! Net

Monday through Saturday at : .. on the 
.  Williamstown repeater. Join your 
friends at the end of the day. An informal net chaired 
by many members to touch base with friends just 
before bedtime for the early risers among us. Join 
your CVARC friends for a delightful half hour before 
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett 
WA1YNE, Net Manager.

Aug ’08 Sep ’08 Oct ’08 Nov ’08 Dec ’08 Jan ’09 Feb ’09 Mar ’09 Apr ’09 May ’09 Jun ’09 Jul ’09 Aug ’09

Sessions

Check-ins

Traffic

Minutes

23 22 25 25 26 25 24 24 25 23 26 24

179 216 239 246 258 239 213 232 238 235 181 168

14 18 8 20 13 12 21 19 21 10 7 10

810 849 931 956 1013 998 856 796 922 1000 843 673

Net Control Operators

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

[open position]

[open position]

[open position]

[open position]

[open position]

Good Night, Irene! Net

with new information highlighted in yellow

with new information highlighted in yellow
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October meeting: 
special time, place, & 
program
Tom Long KB1NGQ
CVARC president

For those who can, we will meet early at the Steak House for dinner and a brief business 
meeting (: – : ..). At about : or :, Tim Stetson W1RCZ, director of education 
and training for the chapter, will provide us with information as to what we, as ARES 
volunteers, need to know about what might be expected of us as volunteer communicators in 
an emergency. Issues such as required I.D., Berlin facility staffing, on-site communications 
equipment (radio, telephone, fax,…), message logging, and likely contacts at other Red Cross 
and emergency facilities will be discussed.

At about : .., we — especially Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) members and 
others who are interested — will reconvene at the American Red Cross Central Vt./N.H. 
Valley chapter in Berlin (see directions, below). where Tim will give a tour of the 
communications equipment.

Directions to the Central Vt./N.H. Valley facility:

Hugh Weedon Building
 Pike Drive
Berlin, VT 

From the Steak House: Take a left onto U.S. rte.  (west) toward Montpelier. Turn left onto 
Vt. rte.  (the I-/Hospital Hill connector), and continue up the hill. Take a right at the rd 
set of lights onto Paine Turnpike, and then an immediate left, just before the Vermont State 
Employees’ Credit Union. Follow the bumpy road to the Red Cross facility.
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Tech corner is handy tip came from CVARC president Tom Long KB1NGQ:

I found a website with a handy coax power loss calculator that allows you to 
choose your specific coax (even provides a list of common coax), length, 
operating frequency, SWR, and then calculates the loss and power to the 
antenna.  You might find it a handy tool, if for no more than a comparison 
of what you are, or could run for feed line:

www.ocarc.ca/coax.htm

Chip Taylor W1AIM writes:

While I am not at this point a CVARC member, I always like to give CVARC 
folks first shot at anything ham related I’m selling....

1. 4 element Cushcraft 10-15-20M triband yagi

2. Astron RS-35M metered 12V power supply

3. Dentron Clipperton L 160-10M amplifier

4. Tektronix 545 scope

Chip can be reached at w1aim@fairpoint.net or -.

Backscatter

http://www.ocarc.ca/coax.htm
http://www.ocarc.ca/coax.htm
mailto:w1aim@fairpoint.net
mailto:w1aim@fairpoint.net
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September, 2009, CVARC 
meeting minutes
September 2nd, 2009

Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

CVARC secretary

e members began to gather at : .. to enjoy dinner and fellowship at the Steak House on 
the Barre-Montpelier road.

e President called the meeting to order at : ..

e first item of business was for each person to introduce himself:

Attendees ()

en, reports were called for approval as published in QFQ:

Minutes as submitted by Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE. Ture KB1NBJ’s motion to approve was 
seconded by Jane KD6PCE and approved.

Treasurer’s report, as amended by Josette KB1EPT to include an additional . Jane KD6PCE’s 
motion to approve was seconded by Ronald KB1NDU and approved.

Old business:

e next item of business was to discuss if we had a person who would like to coordinate the 
Vermont QSO party. We have had a request from the West River Amateur Radio Club to take 
it over for . No one volunteered. A motion was made to have the president get someone to 
help him set up a procedure for passing the directing of the QSO party to other clubs who 
would be willing to do it. CVARC would remain the controlling club with the other club or clubs 
doing the actual coordinating of each individual event. is motion was made by Wayne 
Whitelock W1WRW and seconded by Jane English KD6PCE. e motion was passed.

Next item of business was to appoint a new property book manager. e president 
recommended Al Gardner KB1ORP. A motion was made by Ture KB1NBJ to accept the 
recommendation, which was seconded by Alexandra W1AEW. e motioned carried.

e next item on the agenda was a reminder that neither the club’s gin pole nor any other piece 
of equipment is to be taken without both the notification and observance of Fred 
Messer WA1LIE. e gin pole which was used at Marge Forbes KA1SVF’s to remove her tower 
and the antenna she donated to CVARC was properly returned to the storage area by the 
president and another ham. It is no longer there. It will be locked down as soon as it is located.

e next item was regarding the purchase of a climbing harness and accessories. Fred WA1LIE 
was to have been in charge of this project. He was not able to attend the meeting, so Allen 
N1IOE was asked to coordinate with him to determine the status of that project.

Last item of old business was the appointment of Jo KB1EPT to take over the membership 
chairman job to relieve some of the load from Erik Mueller-Harder K1US.

New Business

ere will be no September picnic this year.

e president called for volunteers to form a Field Day committee. None was forthcoming. He 
asked those present to spread the word, in hopes of having some by our next meeting.

e program for the th of October will be an introduction to the facilities at the American 
Red Cross site in Berlin. e format will call for us getting to the Steak House by : .. to 
eat, and then leave for the Red Cross site at : so we can convene on-site at : .. (See up-
to-date information in the president’s article on page  and in the “October CVARC meeting” sidebar 
on page . — ed.)

• Alexandra Whitelock W1AEW

• Ray Machell KC1BT

• Chris Knox K1CCP

• Jeanne Gricci KN1D

• Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT

• Ed Hutchinson N1FMP

• Allen Wilde N1IOE

• Russ Schauer KA1KNO

• Steve Board KA1LHZ

• Greg Fox KE1MI

• Ture Nelson KB1NBJ

• Ronald Pitkin KB1NDU

• Tom Long KB1NGQ

• Al Gardner KB1ORP

• Jane English KD6PCE

• Joe McKeon N1PTR

• Virgil Hall AA1RW

• Jim Gricci K1SCE

• John Silk KB1SRV

• Wayne Whitelock W1WRW

• Wayne A. Dorsett WA1YNE

• Tom Girardi WA1YNU

• Jennie Addams
• Anna Hines
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Reconfirmed that Greg Fox KE1MI is the new public information officer and also the volunteer 
coordinator. If  you hear of people needing volunteer workers to do communication work, steer 
them to Greg.

Discussion of the December holiday party date and time followed. It was confirmed and 
approved that we would not have December meeting, but would instead hold a holiday party at 
the Steak House on the first Saturday in December (//). A motion to that effect was 
made by Wayne W1WRW, seconded by Jane KD6PCE, and carried. Wayne then confirmed that we 
could have the larger room for that date.

e next item was a confirmation of who constitutes the repeater committee. It was 
determined that it consists of the repeater technician Allen Wilde N1IOE, the director (club call-
sign custodian) Steve Board KA1LHZ, the president Tom KB1NGQ, and whoever else those 
committee members feel might be of use on the committee. A motion to this effect was made 
by Jane KD6PCE, seconded by Ture Nelson KB1NBJ, and carried.

Wayne W1WRW moved that the CVARC membership request the repeater committee chair to:

1. Constitute his committee and inform the president of its constituency.

2. Set and disseminate a date, time, and place for a meeting of his committee to consider 
appropriate capabilities, operations, protocols, and policies to address any existing issues 
and maximize the benefit of the repeaters to the club members and amateur community.

3. Report committee recommendations for the support, regulation, and governance of the 
club’s repeater resources to the club membership for adoption in a timely manner.

e motion was seconded by Steve KA1LHZ and passed. Traditionally, the committee puts 
together a crew to clear weeds, etc., at the repeater site. ey were reminded that it should be 
done when there is no snow flying.

A motion to adjourn was made by Wayne W1WRW and seconded by Tom WA1YNU.

Jane KD6PCE was the introduced to present her trip to Greenland.

September meeting 
minutes (cont.)

Treasurer’s report for 
September, 2009
Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT

CVARC treasurer

Balance forward $2,641.37
Expenses

Vt. QSO Party mailings $8.80
Embosser $73.13
USPS stamps $8.80
2010 Field Day reservation $50.00
ARRL renewal $37.00

Total expenses $177.73 -$177.73
Income

Dues $20.00
ARRL renewal $39.00
Bank book adjustment $105.00

Total income $164.00 $164.00
Ending balance $2,627.64

To join CVARC or to renew, please send your check made 
payable to “ CVARC”, to:

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US

 Coit’s Pond Road
Cabot, VT 

Full

Family

Sustaining

Contributing (non-voting)

$20/year

$25/year

$75/year

$10/year

• Bill McDonough KB1NUI

• Tom Girardi WA1YNUNew, returning, & 
renewing members
August 15th – September 27th, 2009

Erik Mueller-Harder K1US

CVARC membership coordinator
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