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Portable HF Operation and Antennas for Portable Op&atsemidtion by David Halekr

In our ongoing series on antennas, Davidvtigfelill provide us with an engrossing, intriguing, and

N in the case of the Fast Antenna Raising Team [four-letter acronym deleted in order to be OP.C.0O] f
soaring presentation. As an amateur radio enthusiast, if you have not seen DavidOs wonderful scale
of various antennas, you are sure to be amazed. If you have seen them, weOre sure you would like :
look.

Portable HF operation with compact transceivers like the Kenwood TS-50, the Yaesu FT-817, and th
Icom IC-706 can be both easy and fun while providing the amateur radio operator with the kind of
experience that could be crucial in an emergency situation. David will present his current portable se
based on an Icom IC-706 and a variety of portable HF antennas. HeOll also address several ways o
launching wire antennas into trees based on experience with the Fast Antenna Raising Team, an elit
group of dedicated amateur radio operators who have survived to tell the O Tales of Blood and Gore
result of putting up dozens of wire HF antennas.

| attended thevarc Board of DirectorsO meeting on Febrﬂaap@nag@s home. The
secretaryOs minutes will let you know all that tra(Speerages 3D5, N ed.)

"e HAM-CON conferencetisis Saturdafebruary #$ at the Hampton Inn 0% I-$&0s
Colchester exit. "e hours are $1°) . B #:" *) . Many of oucvARC members pre-bought

tickets at a +# reduced rate. "ere will be plenty of forums, and we probably wonOt be able
attend them all. Just to get you interested, a few of the forums are:

¥ Setting up your radio shack

¥ ARRL product reviews

¥ Power-line noise forum

¥ Low-frequency operators on itz

¥ National Weather Service talk about their equipment & expertise they use to forecast weather
¥ DXpedition to Africa

| will be giving out the new Vermont Amateur Radio DirectariesRtomembers that day.
Look for me. Also, | have six more directories should anyone want one. Let me know in
advance and IOll reserve one for you!

Our upcoming meeting is Wednesday, M&radnd | hope to see many of you at that time.
We can compare notes alybak1-CoN.

The next important date is our Spring Gala Dinner and Election of Officers. The date is
Saturday, Aprilth at /:0' *). Please bring spouses if possible; we are hoping for a large turn
out so we can have the larger room. This will be an RSVP dinner. Order off the menu, but
need an accurate head countVAlRC members in good standing (all dues paying members)
are encouraged to attend and vote. The nhominating committee has worked very hard. A fu
slate of officers is comp{ete nomination slate on page 6. Nreghk them for their time

and efforts. A bihank yoto Ron Schoolcraftiiora, Carla Straightt1mra, & Fred

Messewa1LIE.

RonOs daughter Amy will again be at the Gala and taking orders for eovarzidered
garments, including tote bags, hats, and windbreakers. "ere are several types of shirts we
choose from, too.

So get out to the HAM CON event and attend the MotvalgC meeting.




CVARC monthly meeting
February 2009
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Milda(?) __

Greg FOME1IMI

Allen WildeN110E
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Ronald PitkirkB1NDU
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Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 6:3¥AR¢ President Josette Metayer Mass&rT.

Many attendees enjoyed dinner at the Steak House, prior to or during the meeting and
presentation. We had 26 attendees. An attendance list was passed and will be in the Marcl
issue oQFQ,at the good graces of our editor Erik Mueller-Haaker!

"e brst order of business was the state afwhec checkbook. It is now in the very capable
hands of Madam President (Josette) and we are conbdent that the check register will sool
clearly understood and back to the precise order it was in when she was Treasurer.

TenHAM-CoN tickets were purchased ahead for added +# discount and were all taken.

Vermont Amateur Radio Directories were paid ahead and we still have seven available. Co
Josettas1epT if you wish to purchase one. If you Hato-CoN, the directories available
there usually are gone before(&:"

Fred Messeavh1Lie followed with a brief discussion of the upcoming Annual Meeting in April,
while Wayne Whitelookiwrw went out to verify that we could reserve the larger meeting
room at the Steak House for Saturday, April0' B $:" *)) . for the Annual Spring Gala

and Election of Officers. Wayne returned with confirmation of the reservation. Fred continu
with an introduction of the eveningOs presentation on antenna basics and a practical
demonstration the construction techniques and simplicity of OGetting on the AirO with a #'!
dipole.

Tom Longks1nca followed FredOs introduction with a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation of
very basic antenna concepts and terminology we should all be, or become, familiar with,
followed by a brief demonstration oftre O£eNECO antenna modeling software program
that comes with therLOs OAntenna Book.O "e model was intentionally based on an Oideal
versionO of the 20!m dipole Wrede presented. Many thanks to WaynerwOs loan of a
projector and projection screen.

FredwaiLie then continued the presentation with practical antenna hints and demonstration
for making a 20'm dipole, reminding the group of the basic formula for driven element wire
length in feet: .1$/frequency)ih3 (in Ofree spaceO). Fred continued, while showing the 45#
wire, coax-fed dipole he had constructed, with hints for strain relief at the feed point, soldet
techniques, and various flux, solder, and soldering equipment, weatherproofing, insulators,
wire and coax stripping. He concluded the demonstration with a practical way to wind up tt
antenna wires and feed line without kinking or crushing it so it could be stored, undamagec
a Ogo kitO for use whenever needed.

The meeting wound up with JosattepT enticing all who were in a betting mood to join in a
50/50 raffle. Virgil Halla1rw hit the jackpot! Virgha1rw was also the shutterbug for the
evening and you possibly may see your photo in the uREE@NIf&prry; nothing was
submitted. N ed.]

"e meeting was adjourned at 6:./, giving all of us time to eyeball rag-chew and still get on tl
road by $:"*) .

Thanks to Wayne A. Dorsetthnos for taking the minutes.
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CVARC Board of
Directors meeting:
February 15, 2009

Ture Nelson kB1NBY

Attendees ¥ Alex WhitelockN1AEW, member

¥ Josette Metayer Mesk8rEPT, President ¥ Ed Hutchinsom1FMP, member

¥ Tom LongkB1NGQ, Vice President ¥ Wayne Whitelock¥1WRW, member
¥ Ture NelsorKB1NBJ, Secretary ¥ Steve BoandA1LHZ, member

¥ Fred MessaMA1LIE, Director ¥ Tom CortKB1EPR, member
Minutes

President Josette Metayer MasserT called a properly warned meeting of the Board of
Directors to order at 0:5)!.

"e purpose of this meeting was to develop e%ective measures to provide more seamless
transitions between outgoing and incoming o7cers.

Fredwa1uie presented a list of 12 duties and responsibilities he has, or has assumed, as ne
to fulblicvarcOs responsibilities (see attached). Fred is looking to be relieved from some o
them. Torke1nGa moved, and Waymnewrw seconded, to acknowledge FredOs desire to shal
his duties; motion passed.

Wayne moved that there not be an audit of the Pnances this year, as the treasurer will not
had adequate time to update the books. "e next audit would be presented at the #'5' Annui
Meeting based on a 12/31/09 closing date. Tom seconded; motion passed.

Tom moved to accept Erik Mueller-HardesOs membership coordinator recommendations
(separate document, below). Ture seconded; motion passed.

Tom moved to establish théd #f each month as the deadline to send articleQkdthe
editor. "is date could be extended by the discretion @R@editor. Fred seconded; motion
passed.

Fred moved for the webmaster to put the latest bylaws on the website, and make it clearly
shown that they were adopted on 4/7/2007. Tom seconded; motion passed.

Tom moved to create a position of property book o7cer who keeps\afistiofentory,
develops property sign out/sign in procedures, and provides reports to the secretary on a
guarterly basis. Wayne seconded; motion passed.

Duties of each officer

Wayne started preparing a binder for each position which would contain the bylaws, positic
descriptions, and procedures for each position.

President

The President appoints the following chairs:

¥ Repeater committee ¥ Audit committee (3 members)

¥ Public information officer (PIO) ¥ Membership/roster committee

¥ Nominating committee ¥ QFQeditor

¥ Field Day committee (at the March meeting) ¥ Webmaster

¥ Annual picnic committee ¥ Registered agent for the Secretary of State

¥ VT QSO Party committee ¥ Registered agent for the Internal Revenue Service
¥ Historical committee (-8 (c)(9) compliance)

¥ Fund-raising committee ¥ Property book o7cer

¥ \olunteer testing coordinator

These positions are not subject to the 2-year term limits as the officers are.

The president is also responsible for:

¥ Ensuring the repeater lease payments are made in@ Ensuring the P. O. Box fee payments are made in a
timely manner (co-responsibility of the treasurer). timely manner (co-responsibility of the treasurer).

Vice President
¥ VPOs binder should contain a complete backup of taeVice President is the program coordinator for the
PresidentOs binder. monthly meetings.
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. Treasurer
Board meeting - . .
. ¥ Holds check book. ¥ Prepares and distributes the membership cards (in
(continued) ¥ Authorized to sign checks. coordination with the membership chair).
¥ Provides regular bnancial reports. ¥ Ensuring the repeater lease payments are made in a
¥ Coordinates to update the bank account with new tlmely.manner (co-responsibility of the preS|denF).
signature/name cards, and bank statement mailing ¥ Ensuring the P. O. Box fee payments are made in a
address (bank statements are to be mailed directly to timely manner (co-responsibility of the president).
the treasurer).
Secretary
¥ Responsible for recording the minutesaasic ¥ Responsible for submitting copies of meeting
meetings. minutes to th@FQeditor to be published.
¥ Responsible for maintaining a sign in sheet for
attendees alvARC meetings.
Director
Fred clarified that the OdirectorQ is not a repeater trustee, but is the trustee for the W1BD
sign (being operated on all bands).
Responsible for submitting ARRL VEC FORM
:-,-C for renewals and/or updates.
Other Business:
¥ Tom will reserve the Barre Town Recreation Picnic ¥ "e current CVARC post o7ce box is at the South
Area/Pavilions for Field Day (June ;:-[OTE: Barre Post Office not too far from Hannafarols (
Done] the main Barre Post Office at S. Main & Prospect).
We need someone to check it on a regular basis.
Would Wayne A. DorsekB1NDS be willing to do
it? Alternatives would be moving to the Barre Post
Office (much closer itB1NDS and
Tom!KB1EPR) or the Montpelier Post Office (same
building TurekB1NBJ works in).
"e meeting was adjourned at /:04.
Attachment |: Fred Messer WA1LIE’s Duties & Responsibilities for VARG, 2/3/2009, amended 2/15/2009
¥ Director ofcvARc, Inc. ¥ Chairperson of ttevarc fund-raising committee
¥ Trustee of thev1BD call signrésponsible for all ¥ Chairperson and chief instructor forctrRrc
matters pertaining to the FCC) amateur radio licensing program
¥ OVolunteer CoordinatorO withtira forcvarcOs ¥ Co-chair of thevaRc annual picnic committee
VE progranresponsible for the proper conduct of y Member of thevarc Field Day committee
CvARCOs VE program) ¥ Member of thevarc repeater committee
¥ I[;I'allzo(g from thevarc VE Program to therrL ¥ Member of thevaRrc historical committee
‘|e‘ rganization . ¥ Operator of the central storage facility fovasicOs
¥ Llalsop fronTVARC t<_) ‘e Vermqnt Secretary of‘ property other then the two W1BD repeater
StateOs o7ce pertainingw&rcOs trade name, O"e systems.
CenFraI Vermont Amateur Radio Club, .Inc.O ¥ VT QSO Party coordinator (:--=)
¥ Registered agent aRc, Inc. Responsible for all
matters pertaining to the IRSA&&cOs 501!(c)(3)
status)
Note: "ere is no named duty of Orepeater trustee(')’in\ampﬁs o7cial documents. We do
have a OChairperson focth&c repeater committeeO which is Allen Wiiide!Allen has
also been elected the O@hésf repeater technician.O
Attachment I1: Report of membership chair, Erik Mueller-Harder K1US, 2/12/2009. Full text is available on the cvARc web site, but
it concludes with these recommendations:
¥ We should continue with the existing relational ¥ QFQnotifications should continue to be sent to the
database and backup regimen. entire list of Omembers and friends.O These would
¥ | should produce a PDF roster of current and include membership information for non-members
recently lapseryaARc members each month for the and receipt and personalized renewal information for
secretary to bring to the meeting. An announcement Mmembers.
should be made at each meeting asking members t9 SeveratvaRC memberskB1NDS, W1AAT,
look the list over. Any changes or renewals should  others?) maintain frequent e-mail communication
then be sent to me. with other members and friends. As theyOre apprised
of new or changed addresses, it would help me
considerably in keeping the database up-to-date if
they could forward them along to me.
® °
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Board meeting

(continued)

Report of QFQ editor, Erik Mueller-Harder K1US, 2/12/2009. Full text is available on the cvArc web site, but it concludes with these
recommendations:

¥ EachQFQwould be much more OmeatyO if we were But | think we may be able to Oget awayO with

able to publish reports from the secretary and contacting these few people by telephone or radio if
treasurer, a president's column, a survey of the thereOs a meeting change, and bringing a couple of
upcoming program, and a summary of the previous print-outs ofQFQto the meeting for them each
program each month. month.

¥ | would really really really like to get out of the hardy 10d be able to get@F@Qout a day or two earlier if
copy publishing and distribution business. If itOs felt people submitting content for publication could do it
that we're not ready yet to phase this out, perhaps  as early as possible in the month, but absolutely no
there's someone else who could print the PDF and  later than the weekend before the last Wednesday of
take the current list of members without e-mail and  the month.
get them out quickly, after I've produced the PDF.

Report of webmaster, Erik Mueller-Harder K1US, 2/12/2009. Full text is available on the cvArc web site, but it concludes with
these recommendations:

¥ If someone would like to expand the site, IOm ¥ 10Il update the office e-mail addresses when new
perfectly willing for this to happen; if not, IOm officers are elected.
perfectly willing to keep things chugging along at y Most of the pesky specifications above should be
their current level. kept around institutionally so that they®re not

¥ | should create a local backup of the WordPress forgotten; specifically, domain renewal date and
software and our site data, in case of some city-wide information, site hosting information, WordPress
disaster hitting Pittsburgh. administrator username & password, and e-mail

¥ | should update the WordPress software to the administration info.

current ;.>.8 release, and keep up with the updates
(for security purposes, if for no other reason).

Desecheo Island
DXpedition ending

ARRL, reprinted with permission

Desecheo Island DXpedition granted call sign

The DXpedition to Desecheo Island N February 12926 N will use oedbs{dhs soon as

we land on Desecheo, two stations will be immediately activated,0 said DXpedition co-lea
Bob Allphink4uee. OStations will continue to operate until the final moments of departure or
February 26.0 Because Desecheo is very rare, Allphin said,

there are many, many hams worldwide that need KP5 for an all-time new one. Therefore, we are
asking that you not contact the DXpedition on any band/mode that you have confirmed from a
previous DXpedition. This will allow the people who really need a new DXCC entity a better
opportunity to get through the pileups. Our objective is not to establish a world record for contacts.
There will be no Ogreenies,© no boxes to check, no competitions for most band/mode QSOs, no
certificate or awards for contacting the DXpedition more times than anyone else. So if you have
KP5 already confirmed on a particular band/mode, we respectfully ask that you exercise restraint.
If, late in the DXpedition, we are calling CQ for contacts, we will welcome your call.

Desecheo currently sits at number 7 on DX MagazineOs Most Wanted list; the island is the
second most-wanted DXCC entity in Asia and third most-wanted in Europe. Desecheo is a
small uninhabited island in the Mona Passage, 14 miles off the west coast of Puerto Rico.
part of the US Fish and Wildlife ServiceOs national wildlife refuge system administered by
Caribbean National Wildlife Refuge Complex (CNWR).

®
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Candidates for CVARC
offices for 2009-2010

The cvaRC nominating committee (Carla Straighidrq, chair; Ron Schoolcraftiora;
and Fred Messerl1LiE), have submitted their slate of nominees for the election of officers at
this yearOs annual meeting:

¥ Tom LongkB1NGQ, president

¥ Tom CortKB1EPR, vice president

¥ Wayne A. DorsekB1NDS, secretary

¥ Josette Metayer Mess8HEPT, treasurer

¥ Steve BoamdA1LHZ, director W1BD call sign trustee)

cvarcOs elected o7cers also serve as directors of "e Central Vermont Amateur Radio
Club,!Inc.

Ed Hutchinson N1FMP
caught in the act

Ed Hutchinsomi1rmp sent in this photo "I :
and description of his activities this last § Q f :
ValentineOs Day: R 14

.. ! | L

If you need filler for the n€&Q | have a
photo of a quartet with a notorious baritone
singing a valentine at the Montpelier Police
Dept. early Friday morning. | assume the |
officer took the photo to use as a group mug.$
shot if there are charges of malicious chord
bending or other discordant behavior. But h
was kind enough to forward the photo to us,
so | will pass it on. The suspects are OGrade A

FancyO as co-conspirators; by name, Mo Ceruitti, tenor; Eric Oberg, lead; Dave Stonecliffe, bass; ¢
Ed Hutchinsom1Fmp, baritone.

Just keep it off the airwaves, Ed!

APRS made easy

Rick Wiggint1xep sent in this APRS tidbit:

If youOre interested in playing a little APRS, hereOs a good way to do it. No money spent, no
download, no set-up, just your call sign.'&etaaprs.fi>.!Have some fun!

Who says 215t century
technology beats 19%?

Tom Longke1nea sent in a link to a video of an informal contesflére onight Show with
Jay Lenqitting so-called OtextingO champs against a couple of hams pounding the brass.
this better quality clip on YouTub@iw.youtube.com/watch?v=AhsSgcsTMd4>.

March, 2009

The QFQ Report 6


http://www.aprs.fi/
http://www.aprs.fi/
http://www.aprs.fi/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhsSgcsTMd4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhsSgcsTMd4

° °
CVARC nets All licensed radio amateurs are welcome.
Sundays at $:*.) . on the 5.1.1#)P 3

Central Vermont FM Net Net Control Operators

Williamstown repeater. Our OflagshipO net regu 7st Sunday | Bill Lindie K1HT
dra_lws ch_eck-ins from all over Vermont and 2nd Sunday | Ed Hutchinson NAFMP
neighboring areas of QuzZbec, New York, and N
Hampshire. Allen Tinkav1aat, Net Manager. 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday | Chris Craig K1MHZ
Feb ‘08 | Mar ‘08 | Apr’08 | May 08 | Jun'08 | Jul’08 | Aug ‘08 | Sep ‘08 | Oct‘08 | Nov ‘08 | Dec'08 | Jan'09 | Feb 09
Sessions 4 5 3 5 4 4 5 4
Check-ins 53 ) 69 35 50 49 70 45
Traffic 3 5 3 4 4 4 5 1
Minutes| 190 209 124 184 71| 191 253 194
Good Morning, Vermont! Net Monday through Saturday at about!d)5/on the  Net Control Operators
5.1.1#/)2 3 Williamstown repeater. Join early ris Monday | Steve Pierce KB1KJS
and morning commuters for a Orise and shineO Tuesday | Frank Pesce N1YBX
morning. Wayne A. Dorsett1nps, Net Manager. Wednesday | Wayne . Dorsett KENDS
Thursday | Frank Pesce N1YBX
Friday | Wayne A. Dorsett KB1NDS
Saturday | Steve Pierce KB1KJS
Feb 08 | Mar ‘08 | Apr'08 | May 08 | Jun‘08 | Jul 08 | Aug ‘08 | Sep 08 | Oct'08 | Nov'08 | Dec’08 | Jan‘09 | Feb 09
Sessions 23 25 20 2% 27 2 2% 25 25 27 27
Check-ins| 202 205 136 88| 128 89 94| 144 166 233|218
Traffic 9 7 18 5 13 13 7 5 16 16 19
Minutes| ~ 757| 80| 52 59| 85| 671 568 77|  845| 1089| 1036

Monday through Saturday at $:J . on the

Net Control Operators

Good Night, Irene! Net

5.1.1#/12 3 Williamstown repeater. Join your Monday| Wayne A. Dorsett KBINDS
friends at the end of the d?]y. An |nfc_)rhmfa'l netc Tuesday | Allen Tinker W1AAT
by many members to touch base with friends j Wednesday | Tom Cort KB1EPR
before bedtime for the early risers among us. J T o ————
yourcVARc friends for a delightful half hour bef Sy | e e
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett fiday| Steve Pierce KB1KJS
KB1NDS, Net Manager_ Saturday | Scott Law KB1NDT
Feb 08 | Mar 08 | Apr'08 | May 08 | Jun ‘08 | Jul’08 | Aug ‘08 | Sep ‘08 | Oct’08 | Nov'08 | Dec’08 | Jan 09 | Feb ‘09
Sessions 24 26 23 22 25 25 26 25
Check-ins 72| 202|179 26| 239 246| 258 239
Traffic 16 6 14 18 8 20 13 12
Minutes 697 756| 810| 849  931| 956 1013 998

CVARC Phone Net Mondays at $:™.) . on 5&1223. Come join in and see whether 51'-meter nets deserve

their reputation for, well, long-windedness. DavidvidaleNet Manager.

. To joinCVARC or to renew, please send your check made Full| $20/vear
CVARC memberShlp payable ta@ARCO, to: Py zzsgw
Erik Mueller-Harder K1US Sustaining | $75/year
z:;::l‘;: 2:'::“" Contributing (non-voting) | $10/year
o o
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Dates to remember

28 February | Ham-CoN (see page 2)

4 March | C(VARC meeting (see page 1)

8March | “Spring forward” to Eastern Daylight Time

29 March | International broadcasters leave 7100 — 7200 kHz — www.arrl.org/news/stories/2003/07/03/4/?nc=1

4 April | cvarc annual meeting - 5:30 p.m. at The Steak Heyssts welcome

6 May | CVARC meeting

25 May | Memorial Day

3 June | CVARC meeting

27-29 June | ARRL Field Day

Recent CVARC programs

February 08

[cancelled due to bad weather]

March '08

Between your power supply and your radio
(Wayne Whitelock w1WRwW & Tom Long KBINGQ)

April 08

2008 CvARC annual meeting

May 08

Planning for Field Day 2008

June 08

Planning for Field Day 2008

July ‘08

Analysis of Field Day 2008

August ‘08

September 08

Picnic at Virgil Hall AA1RW's

October 08

NOAA winter SKYWARN™ training (Greg Hanson KB1GYE)

November 08

Auction

December 08

Holiday party at The Steak House (see pages 2 —5)

January 09

[cancelled due to bad weather]

February 09

Antennas 101 (Fred Messer WA1LIE)

CVARC officers, &c.

president | Josette Metayer Messer KB1EPT

theprez@w1bd.org

vice president | Tom Long KBINGQ

theveep@w1bd.org

secretary | Ture Nelson KB1NBJ

thesecretary@w1bd.org

treasurer

Tom Girardi WA1YNU

thetreasurer@w1bd.org

director

Fred Messer WA1LIE

thedirector@w1bd.org

repeater call-sign trustee

Fred Messer WA1LIE

therepeatertrustee@w1bd.org

repeater technician

Allen Wilde N110E

therepeaterguy@w1bd.org

QFQ Report editor

Erik Mueller-Harder K1us

theeditor@w1bd.org

membership chair

Erik Mueller-Harder K1us

themembershipguy@w1bd.org

webmaster

Erik Mueller-Harder K1us

thewebmaster@w1bd.org

CVARC repeaters

Williamstown Cabot
Call sign | W1BD W1BD
Frequency | 146.625 MHz 146.820 MHz
Offset | -600 kHz (146.025 MHz) -600 kHz (146.220 MHz)
P/L tone | 100 Hz 100 Hz

CVARC web site

http://www.w1bd.org/
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