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December 6! holiday
party & Yankee gift swap

Allen Tinker wiaar

December CVARC meeting

CVARC's gala Holiday Party will also
include a delightful and fun gift exchange
that goes by the title of several names:
"Yankee Swap, White Elephant” and other
appellations. The idea is for everyone to
bring a wrapped gift in the $10 to $20 range
that they have "in house" which they neither
want nor need any longer. Don't go out and
purchase a gift but think creatively about
what new or near new stuff you have nearby
that you no longer want but something also
that has a useful life left. If it can be ham-
radio related, well and good, but it need not
be related to ham radio at all.

Everyone will draw a number out of a hat.
Assuming we have 30 attendees for the
dinner party, the person drawing #30 goes
first and picks a gift from the pile and shows
it to the assemblage and the group makes
appropriate ooh’s and ah’s. Then #29 goes
next and may either take the gift #30 has
picked or take one from the pile. If #30’s gift
is taken, then #30 gets to pick another from
the pile. Then #28 has a turn and may take
the gift from #29 or #30 etc. This count
continues backwards until #1’s turn

comes. #1, as you have already guessed, may

The rules for the gift exchange are as varied
as the number of persons present at the
dinner, but the basic rule is: “If you volunteer
to be the emcee of the event, you get to set
the rules!” So, if you wish to change the
rules, you may do so by volunteering to be
next year’s coordinator of the event!

Some ideas about picking a present. This fall
I was smitten with the new Harwood Union
High School Baseball team’s hat. They are
black with a gold band around the brim and
have HU embroidered on the high front.
Gorgeous! I placed an order for ten hats
from the athletic director for $15 each
thinking that I could unload them on our
school bus drivers. When the hats arrived, all
were either Medium or Small size and the
few Large sized hats had gone to the coaches!
I only sold one hat to one driver so that all
four of my grandchildren are going to get
one for their birthday! In addition, I may
just box up a couple for CVARC's Yankee
Swap because I know if you have the right
sized heads that you will enjoy them
immensely!

The premise that this game assumes is that

When: 6 December 2008 select any gift from anyone or take the one we have all been given gifts over time that we
Where: The Steak House remaining gift from the pile which ends the neither want nor need by dear members of
I"#$ Barre-Montpelier Rd. gift exchange. If #1 covets #14' gift, then our families and by well-meaning friends.
What: ¥ get-together 4)&& #14 ends the exchange by taking the last gift Here's your chance to pass them along and
¥ dinner (&) in the pile. create a fun-filled evening to boot.
[

The prez sez...

Josette Metayer Messer kB1EPT
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Now that the turkey has been eaten, our
thoughts turn to the upcoming holidays.
Please remember we will not hold our
CVARC meeting on December 314,

Instead, the Steak House restaurant is
hosting our annual holiday party on
Saturday, December 6% at 6:00 p.m. We'll all
enjoy eyeball QSOs with a cash bar and soft
drinks. We'll order off the menu and eat
fogether by 7:00 p.M.

\%on’t forget, I've insisted that Allen Tinker
1AAT emcee the Yankee swap portion of the
pgrty — and don't disappoint yourself by

2
3

forgetting your wrapped gift! Some are ham-
related gifts, some are gag gifts, and others
just chocolate. Basically a hilarious time for

all!

We have been contacted by the restaurant to
make sure we have confirmed 30 diners, as
others have recently asked for the space for
another party. I assured Toni we already have
reached 30 people. Now, if you really want to
go and haven't emailed me, do so quickly and
we'll add a chair. Families are invited and
wed like to meet them, too.

See you at the CVARC holiday party!
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) Attendees: Wayne A. DorsettKBINDS
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Goodbye, Milton
Hamfest — Hello,
HAM-CON!

Our friends at RANV announce:

A New Name and New Location!
HAM-CON will be February 28, 2009,

at the Hampton Inn Convention Center.

This should be considerably more convenient
for most CVARC members. The RANV
folk ask us to keep an eye on <www.ranv.org/
milton.htmi > for further updates.

ROWH membership for
CVARC member

Fred Messer WALLIE was inducted into the
Royal Order of the Wouff Hong last
summer at the ARRL New England

Congratulations, Fred! For those not
acquainted with the Wouff Hong, see
<www.arrl.orgftis/info/history.html#hong  >.

Division Convention in Boxboro, Mass.
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SKYWARN™
recognition day
set for December 6th

(correction)
ARRL, reprinted with permission

[Please note that the Burlington office of the National Weather Service is participating in
SKYWARN™ Recognition Day Special Event activities. I incorrectly stated in November’s QFQ that it
was not. Greg Hanson KBLGYE hopes to see us all at the BTV NWS office on the 6th. He writes, “My
goal is to go 24 hours on HE, 2m & 440, and try some PSK and who knows what else!” — ed.]

The 0™ annual SKYWARN™ Recognition Day (SRD) Special Event will take place Saturday,
December 6, 2008 <hamradio.noaa.gov>. SRD is co-sponsored by the ARRL and the National
Weather Service (NWS) as a way to recognize the commitment made by amateur radio
operators in helping to keep their communities safe. According to SRD Coordinator David
Floyd NsDBZ, amateur radio operators can visit their local participating NWS office
<www.crh.noaa.gov/hamradio/participating_offices.php >, working as a team to contact other hams across
the world throughout the 24-hour event.

Floyd said that as SKYWARN Recognition Day has grown throughout the years and is mainly
an SSB event, he has seen a greater use of digital communications in addition to CW, RTTY, and
packet radio: “Each year, more and more contacts are being made using EchoLink and

Winlink.”

2008 SKYWARN Recognition Day will be held on December 6 from 0ooo utc — 2400 uTc. Last
year, contacts were made in all 50 states and 40 countries during the 24-hour event. If you
haven't joined in the fun, make 2008 your year to do so!
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We hear by the
grapevine

Allen Tinker wiaar

We hear by the grapevine that Alex Whitelock wiAEw and Chris Knox Kiccp give talks to
elementary students about what to do if they get lost in the woods while waiting for their
search and rescue dog team to come and find them. A student is then selected to go and hide
and be found by the smart nose of the canine team. It is a great hit with youngsters.

Many of our members talk to Chris Leister NICCL as he travels I-89 between his home in N.H.
and his work as ski patroller at Bolton Valley. Chris and his nephew hope to be at CVARC's
holiday party.

Ken Blair kB1GPQ and Fran Blair kB1GPP made a flying trip via auto to their daughter Kenda
and son-in-law Walt’s new home in Little Rock, Ark., over the Thanksgiving break.

Steve Board KA1LHZ has been stocking his woodpile for the winter season as have many of our
members.

Zach Manganello K1zK has checked into some local 8o-meter nets from their new home in
Bennington, Vt., and reports that the move went well and that he and Willow Stein wiLLw are
enjoying their new digs.

Shel Ball kcimP and David Hale WikR continue their daily 5:41 chats, often on the
Williamstown repeater and are frequently joined by others on frequency at that hour.

Gary Sheridan NIRNJ gave Wayne A. Dorsett KBINDS a shout on the repeater to inform him
that an Italian station was booming into the Northeast on 40 meters. Wayne promptly joined
Gary on the frequency and they had a delightful DX chat. Neal Rentz N1zRA notes frequently

that 40 meters is often overlooked as a good DX band and encourages all of us to have a listen.

Fred Messer WALLIE reports that this Fall's Simulated Emergency Test in Vermont was a good
success and many Vermonters participated in the recent New Hampshire SET.

C.J. Safford kB1PKV is a regular on the Good Morning, Vermont, net and brings us all up to
date of his current weather as he waits to catch his school bus. His dad, Lane Safford N1JGK
normally gives us the first road report for the Barre/Berlin area even as Allen Tinker wiaaT
reports conditions along the Route 100 corridor between Waitsfield and Harwood Union
High School. All participants in that morning net are awed with what Virgil Hall Aa1RW’s daily
schedule entails even as he is watching the flames lick upward in his fireplace as he enjoys a
second cup of his Maxwell House coffee. Frank Pesce N1YBX, cousin of N1ZRA,is net control on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, and, yes, they do call each other “cousin!”

All our sailing enthusiasts have taken their boats out of the water and we frequently hear from
Arnie Ziegel w2HDI, Ed Hutchinson N1FMP, Carl Dow AB1DD, and Fred Messer WALLIE as they
pursue land-lubber interests in the ‘off " season.

Simon Anderson KB1PLI is now makmg snow fOI’ Stowe and reports a gOOd season so f‘rl]:‘.

Wayne Whitelock WiwRW's voice is several octaves lower due to a bug that has found residence
in his throat but he continues to cheer those who check into the Williamstown repeater and is
wonderful at keeping track of folk and their activities.

Clara Mueller-Harder kB1POW has won a spot in this year’s production of the Green Mountain
Nutcracker (Karen KBIPCM too; on Dec. 20 & 21+ at the Barre Opera House — ed.) and you
may see her in person during the holidays.

The runner who was given CPR by our own Chris Craig, now Ki1MHZ, during aracein

Montpelier is being interviewed by multi media and is very thankful for all those who brought
him back from death’s door.

Looking forward to seeing all at the Steakhouse on the Barre/Montpelier Rd. on 6 December
for CVARC's gala dinner party!

December, 2008
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Dates set for
DXpedition to
Desecheo Island

ARRL, reprinted with permission

L
The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has notified a group of hams led by veteran
DXpeditioners Bob Allphin k4UEe and Glenn Johnson woGJ that they will be able to mount a
DXpedition to Desecheo Island (KP5, IOTA NA-095), February 12-26, 2009 <www.kp5.us>.
Desecheo currently sits at number 7 on the Most Wanted list, kept by DX Magazine. Desecheo
is a small uninhabited island in the Mona Passage, 14 miles off the western coast of Puerto
Rico. It is part of the USFWS's national wildlife refuge system administered by the Caribbean
National Wildlife Refuge Complex (CNWR).

Per USFWS rules, only 15 operators will be allowed on the island at one time.“We have
arranged with USFWS to allow a shift change about half way through the DXpedition,” Allphin
told the ARRL. “This has allowed a number of hams on our waiting list an opportunity to
participate in this DXpedition.”

Johnson said the team will be running CW, SSB and RTTY on 160-6 meters.“We've had
tremendous support from DX organizations all over the world and from numerous equipment
and antenna manufacturers,” he told the ARRL.“We are diligently working on the propagation
studies to reach our hard to work areas of Asia and Europe. This and with our planned
antennas, we should knock Desecheo off of the Most Wanted List for a long time to come.”
Desecheo is the second most-wanted DXCC entity in Asia and third most-wanted in Europe.

According to DXCC Manager Bill Moore NC1L the lack of amateur activity on Desecheo is due
to the USFWS not issuing the needed Special Use permits.“The USFWS has always claimed
safety concerns as a reason to not issue the permits,” he said.“Since the island was used as a
bombing range, there is the possibility that unexploded, live munitions are still on the island. It
is always a good thing when an entity that had activation difficulties in the past gets on the air
again.

On Friday, December 19, three DXpedition team members, USFWS personnel and an
unexploded ordnance (UXO) expert will go out to Desecheo to sweep and clear the assigned
area of unexploded ordnance and other hazards.“We are uniquely fortunate for a‘sneak
preview’ of our operating site the week before Christmas,” Johnson said.“We will spend a day
on Desecheo clearing hazards from our operating sites. Rarely does such a most-wanted entity
have an opportunity for a sneak peak to optimally plan logistics, stations and antennas.” There
will be no radio operations on this trip.

The KP5 DXpedition team will assemble in Puerto Rico on Sunday, February 8 for mandatory
UXO training. They will spend the next few days training, preparing and staging the several tons
of equipment for transport to the site and set out for Desecheo on February 12. Allphin said
that as soon as they land on Desecheo, two stations will be “immediately activated. Stations will
continue to operate until the final moments of departure on February 26.”

Allphin is an experienced DXer, having visited 80 DXCC entities and operated from 40,
including Peter I Island, Howland Island, Kingman Reef, the South Sandwich Islands, and
South Georgia Island. Allphin and Johnson have both participated in DXpeditions to Heard
Island and Bhutan.

“For a team leader, the challenges are pretty much the same for Desecheo as they were for Peter
I and other remote DXpeditions,” Allphin told the ARRL.“Take logistics — you still must make
sure everything you need gets there. Although there is a Radio Shack 20 miles away, the boat
trip is $1000! The team must be selected on compatibility, experience, and operating skills; that
never changes. The difference this time is that Glenn and I have been inundated with requests
to join the team. The close proximity makes it look like an easy DXpedition, I guess!”

ARRL Membership and Volunteer Programs Manager and experienced DXpeditioner Dave
Patton NNIN said that both Desecheo and Navassa Islands (currently third on DX Magazine's
Most Wanted list) saw frequent operations in the late 1970s through late '80s, but operations
from the islands have been very limited since then. With the islands under the control of the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, combined with decaying “infrastructure” on Navassa, there are more
issues that must be dealt with than there were 25 years ago.

“A well-organized and lengthy operation from Desecheo will be a nice treat for the world’s
DXers,” Patton said.“With woGJ and k4UEE leading the operation, I think we can all count on a
first class effort that will give maximum exposure to Asia/Oceania and Europe where KP5 is
most needed. I also think that Glenn and Bob can demonstrate to the Fish and Wildlife
Service that a DXpedition can take place and not damage the environment or cause big
problems amongst other hams or for other agencies. I hope hams will be invited back to
Desecheo more frequently in the future and expand the places where hams may operate.”
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ARRL continuing
education course
registration

ARRL, reprinted with permission

Registration remains open through Sunday, December 7, 2008, for these online course
sessions beginning on Friday, December 19, 2008:

+ Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Level 2
+ Antenna Modeling

+ HF Digital Communications

+ Radio Frequency Propagation

Each online course has been developed in segments — learning units with objectives,
informative text, student activities and quizzes. Courses are interactive, and some include direct
communications with a mentor/instructor. Students register for a particular session that may
be 8, 12, or 16 weeks (depending on the course) and they may access the course at any time of
day during the course period, completing lessons and activities at times convenient for their
personal schedule. Mentors assist students by answering questions, reviewing assignments and
activities, as well as providing helpful feedback. Interaction with mentors is conducted through
e-mail; there is no appointed time the student must be present — allowing complete flexibility
for the student to work when and where it is convenient. To learn more, visit the CCE Course
Listing page <www.arrl.org/cep/student > or contact the Continuing Education Program
Coordinator <cep@arrl.org>.

CVARC nets

All licensed radio amateurs are
welcome.

Central Vermont FM Net

Good Morning, Vermont! Net

Sundays at 8:00 ».m. on the 146.625 MHz Net Control Operators
Williamstown repeater. Our “flagship” net regularly st Sunday | Bill Lindie K1HT3
draws check-ins from all over Vermont and
neighboring areas of Québec, New York, and New
Hampshire. Allen Tinker w1AAT, Net Manager.

2nd Sunday | Ed Hutchinson N1FMP
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

5th Sunday | Chris Craig KIMHZ

Oct 07 | Nov'07 | Dec’07 | Jan08 | Feb'08 | Mar‘08 | Apr‘08 | May ‘08 | Jun ‘08 | Jul’08 | Aug ‘08 | Sep ‘08 | Oct 08

Sessions 4 4 5 4 4 5 3 5 4 4
Check-ins 53 55 76 46 53 42 69 35 50 49
Traffic 3 3 5 4 3 5 3 4 4 4
Minutes 191 220 273 200 190 209 124 184 m 191

Monday through Saturday at about 6:15 a.m. on the  Net Control Operators

146.625 MHz Williamstown repeater. Join early risers Monday | Wayne A. Dorsett KBINDS
and morning commuters for a“rise and shine”
morning. Wayne A. Dorsett KBINDS , Net Manager.

Tuesday | Frank Pesce N1YBX

Wednesday | Wayne A. Dorsett KBINDS

Thursday | Frank Pesce N1YBX

Friday | Greg Fox KE1MI as available

Saturday | Scott Law KBINDT as available

Nov'07 | Dec’07 | Jan 08 | Feb’08 | Mar‘08 | Apr'08 | May ‘08 | Jun ‘08 | Jul'08 | Aug 08 | Sep 08 | Oct'08 | Nov'08

Sessions 25 25 26 23 25 20 24 27 25 24 25 25
Check-ins 212 199 159 202 205 136 88 128 89 94 144 166
Traffic 10 12 12 9 7 18 5 13 13 7 5 16
Minutes 824 849 708 757 820 522 509 685 671 568 877 845
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Good Night, Irene! Net

Monday through Saturday at 8:00 r.m. on the

Net Control Operators

146.625 MHz Williamstown repeater. Join your Monday | Greg Fox KE1mI
friends at the end of the day. An informal net chaired Tuesday | Alen Tinker w1AAT
by many members to touch base with friends just
before bedtime for the early risers among us. Join Wednesday | Creg FO‘X K
your CVARC friends for a delightful half hour before Thursday | Steve Perce K135
you pack it in for the evening. Wayne A. Dorsett A
KBINDS , Net Manager. Saturday | Scott Law KBINDT
Nov 07 | Dec’07 | Jan08 | Feb ‘08 | Mar'08 | Apr‘08 | May 08 | Jun’08 | Jul 08 | Aug 08 | Sep ‘08 | Oct‘08 | Nov'08
Sessions 24 26 23 22 25 25
Check-ins 172 202 179 216 239 246
Traffic 16 6 14 18 8 20
Minutes 697 756 810 849 931 956
CVARC Phone Net Mondays at 8:00 r.m. on 1966 xHz. Come join in and see whether 160-meter nets deserve
their reputation for, well, long-windedness. David Hale wikr, Net Manager.
®
D at es t o remem b er 6 December | CVARC holiday party
6 December | SKYWARN™ Recognition Day — hamradio.noaa.gov
25 December | Christmas Day
1January | New Years Day
7 January | (VARC meeting
4 February | (VARC meeting
17 February | Say “goodbye” to analogue television broadcasts
28 February | HAM-CON
4 March | (VARC meeting
8March | “Spring forward” to Eastern Daylight Time
29 March | International broadcasters leave 7100 — 7200 kKHZ — www.arrl.org/news/stories/2003/07/03/4/2nc=1
®
Recent CVARC programs November 07 | 0N e
December ‘07 | Holiday party at Hilltop restaurant
January ‘08 | Radio direction finding KB1FRW & AB1DD
February ‘08 | [cancelled due to bad weather]
M e
April ‘08 | 2008 cvARC annual meeting
May '08 | Planning for Field Day 2008
June '08 | Planning for Field Day 2008
July 08 | Analysis of Field Day 2008
August 08
September ‘08 | Picnic at Virgil Hall AALIRW 'S
October ‘08 | NoAA winter SKYWARN™ training (Greg Hanson KB1GYE)
November 08 | Auction

The QFQ Report
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CVARC officers, &c.

president | Josette Metayer Messer KBLEPT theprez@w1bd.org
vice president | Tom Long KBINGQ theveep@w1bd.org
secretary | Ture Nelson KBINBJ thesecretary@w1bd.org
treasurer | Tom Girardi WA1YNU thetreasurer@w1bd.org
director | Fred Messer WA1LIE thedirector@w1bd.org

repeater callsign trustee

Fred Messer WA1LIE

therepeatertrustee@w1bd.org

repeater technician | Allen Wilde N110E

therepeaterguy@w1bd.org

QFQ Rexpditdr | Erik Mueller-Harder k1us

theeditor@w1bd.org

membership chair | Erik Mueller-Harder k1US

themembershipguy@w1bd.org

webmaster | Erik Mueller-Harder k1us

thewebmaster@w1bd.org

CVARC re p eaters Williamstown Cabot
Call sign | W1BD W1BD
Frequency | 146.625 MHz 146.820 MHz
Offset | -600 kHz (146.025 MHz) -600 kHz (146.220 MHz)
P/L tone | 100 Hz 100 Hz
CVARC m emb erSh i p To join CV‘/‘\RC or to renew, please send your check made Full | $20/year
payable to “CVARC’, to: oy | e
Erik Mue[ler-Hardms Sustaining | $75/year
igafz);’oi\t/?s (I)Dsog 4d7R0ad Contributing (non-voting) | $10/year

CVARC web site

http:/iwww.w1bd.org/
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