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Fran and | want to wish you
all the blessings of this
Christmas season. For any
of you who don't recognize
Christmas, | will be happy to
share in the joys of your
holidays, so please indulge
me in mine. We are all very
busy at this time of year and
our club has certainly been
no exception. Several of us
met on the Friday after
Thanksgiving and welcomed
our new mobile tower rocket
launcher into our club and
its winter home at Meadow-
crest. We all enjoyed see-
ing David and Annie and
sharing a meal with them at
Fred and Jo’s. We have
finished the arrangements
for our Yankee swap at our
Christmas party, so don't
forget December 8" at the
Hilltop restaurant. We have
gone through much of Bob
WB1AJG's stuff and as
Fred, Wayne W. and |
sorted useable small stuff
into boxes, Carla, Fran and
Jo put it into small deco-
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rated bags. We have 35 bags
that all look identical, but have
different things in them. For a
donation of $5.00 to the club, you
will get a number to play in the
Yankee swap. This way no one
has to remember to find and
bring a gift, we have done the
work for you. We think there will
be a number of gifts of interest to
most any ham, and we all will go
home with a remembrance of
WB1AJG. Today, | have
checked out his HF rig and mi-
crophone and put it in our spare
bedroom along with some spare
amplifier tubes and the trans-
match. Please don't mention it to
Fran. They are ready for an
emergency and Field Day. It has
been great on the air recently,
with the advent of cold weather,
we all seem to be inside more
and talking on the radio. The
new repeater on Mt. Ellen is
giving us great communications
with our friends on the West side
of the mountains and the Wil-
liamstown machine continues to
be the premier wide area re-
peater in the area. We have had
the donation of some equipment
from Earl K1YLB DeCell from
Swanton and our biggest prob-
lem is that Fred’s barn is getting

cluttered with all the stuff that has

been donated to us. What a nice
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problem to have. To that end
Wayne, WIWRW, has put to-
gether some guidelines for auc-
tioning off some of our surplus
equipment. | hope to start the
auction next month with a small
number of items which we will
describe in QFQ and people can
mail, either snail or e-mail me or
Wayne your highest bid and then
we will have a live auction at the
conclusion of the business meet-
ing for the month. We will use e-
bay as a model. To guarantee
the opportunity to raise your own
bid at the last minute, you will
need to be present at the meet-
ing, but if your mail in bid is the
highest, you are the winner. We
will have more details and a few
items up for auction next month.
Hope to see everyone on the g
and as always hope to hear you
on the radio. So until next time,
please tune for minimum smoke.
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To reiterate (and paraphrase) Ken's information in the CVARC
The current intent is to start the auction of items
donated by Bob WB1AJG and by Earl K1YLB,
month) with a small number of items which we will describe in QFQ
and people can mail, either snail or e-mail me (Ken KB1GPQ) or

News section:

3G )

in January (next

Wayne W1WRW, with your highest bid and then we will have a live

auction at the conclusion of the January business meeting. We will
use e-bay as a model. To guarantee the opportunity to raise your
own bid at the last minute, you will need to be present at the meet-
ing, but if your mail in bid is the highest, you are the winner. We
will have more details and a few items up for auction next month.
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D D just accepted an ap-
pointment as a law clerk for a judge in Benning-
ton, VT. The job starts in September 2008,
lasts for one year, and will involve assisting the
judge with legal research and writing, as well
as other matters. Thus after | graduate from
law school in May 2008, Willow (W1LLW) and |
will be moving to that part of the state. We are
very pleased that we get to stay in Vermont—
the competition for clerkships in Vermont is
actually quite fierce—but we will miss all our
CVARC friends. Perhaps after clerking in Ben-
nington for a year | will be able to secure legal
employment back here in central Vermont. In
the meantime, we’ll be on the K1SV repeater
(Echolink node #68420), and, given that we’'ll
be only 2.5 hours from Newington, CT, you
might hear us as operators on W1AW from time
to time.
News from W1AAT

Heartiest congratulations to Scott KB1NDT
Law and his wife upon the birth of their son,
Jacob. We were sorry to hear that Steve
KA1LHZ Board’s beloved Volvo was “totaled”
on 26 November. Steve is fine! We celebrate

#)7

CVARC Member, and much more.....

| can't offer a lot, but since Charles (he seemed to prefer that to
"Charlie" most of the time) was instrumental in getting a RACES station
at DPS HQ, | can explain a bit about that aspect:

When | started at Vermont Emergency Management in the early
1980s there was a very strong negative attitude toward ham radio and
emergency communications. The Division Director wanted nothing to do
with amateur radio, and the Training Director told me in no uncertain
terms that hams served no useful purpose other than, "...Perhaps to

send morale messages for the Red Cross." Fortunately, we had a gung-
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ho State ARES director, and he managed to get some money from the
Vermont Yankee nuclear plant for a small Kenwood 2M FM rig and a
discone antenna (which was mounted- with great reluctance on the part
of the State Radio Officer- on the roof of the Waterbury DPS HQ.) The

ARES Director felt it would be a good backup to existing communica-
tion links down to southern VT. Logic dictated that this system should be
placed adjacent to the VEM communications console, but the Director
would have none of it- It was dumped in my office instead!

There it sat, infrequently used except for occasional tests, until one
day Commissioner Bristow walked by. "What's that? Is that a ham ra-

the erection of Gary N1RNJ Sheriden’s new 45
foot Rohn 25 tower with a Hy-Gain Tri-bander
on top.

Steve KA1LHZ on KB1NDT's new Tower

Those helping Gary in completing the project
included Neil N1ZRA Rentz whose counsel and
advice as a “gentleman in waiting” was most
appreciated; Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett was ever
present and able for the dig, the pour and
bucket truck stick-in-the-mud as well as the
successful antenna attachment by the ever

talented tower climber Steve KA1LHZ Board.
Keith from the Barre Fire Department is a “ham
in the making” as a result of the event and we
all enjoyed Gary's hamburgers (1/4 cup of Ver-
mont Maple Syrup per pound of ground beef
plus a little garlic & onion!). Best wishes to
Tom WAL1YNU Girardi who was several days in
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Hospital and who is now
home and recovering nicely. Arnie W2HDI
Ziegel has just returned from a business trip to
China where he was able to make and receive
telephone calls via a world wide cell phone in
the most unlikely of places. Thanks to many
CVARC members , this Fall's Simulated Emer-
gency Test in Vermont was one of the best
ever. Waynes (KBINDS and W1WRW) distin-
quished themselves as VHF net control sta-
tions on the Williamstown Repeater even as VT
SEC Fred WAILLIE Messer not only organized
the event but also held down the HF net as
well.  Fred and Josette KB1EPT enjoyed
Thanksgiving Day at the new home of their
daughter Melissa and son-in-law Matt KB1GYC
Lindhiem in Barre. We hear that Melissa is
studying for her ham license! Ken KB1GPQ
and Fran KB1GPP Blair have a new Alpha
Delta all band (160-10) HF wire antenna be-
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dio?" he asked. When | replied in the affirma-
tive, his ears perked up. He said he'd always
been interested in ham radio, but never could
master the code (required at the time) or the
theory. So | began to ElImer him- several times
a week I'd have lunch with Commissioner Bris-
tow in his office. Neither the VEM Director nor
my supervisor were happy- both were quite
paranoid and certain | was saying bad things
about them to the Commissioner! But the Ele-
mering went fine, and before long the Commis-
sioner had his Novice license. He didn't want to
stop there- he wanted HF privileges, and back
then this meant learning more theory and code
at 13WPM. The answer to that was more
Elmering, and of course lots of on-air code
QSOs. That was fascinating, as Commissioner
Bristow would get up early and make a couple
of CW QSOs in the Novice bands before head-
ing off to work. He'd complain mightily about
having to spend 20-30 minutes at 5-6 WPM to
complete a simple QSO. But as his code speed
got up to 10 then 13 and then 15-16WPM he
began to enjoy it, and would delight in telling
me of each new contact and state. Before long
he had a General class license and was ac-
tively hamming on both HF and VHF from his
East Montpelier home.

By then he had a pretty good grasp on the
capabilites of amateur radio, and asked why
VEM didn't have anything other than a small
2M FM rig that was hidden away in my office.
And shortly thereafter he came to my office and
said, "Here's $6,000, put together a first class
RACES station for VEM." Well, that was fun!
And some of the CVARC old timers may re-
member a few Club members coming in after
hours to assemble the TH7DXX yagi, and hook
up the equipment in a spare room that hap-
pened to be available. The State Buildings
Division insisted on a massive concrete base
for the tower (About 3-4 cubic yards), and a
huge metal plate with thru bolts to fasten it to
the side of the building. The Radio Division
installed the antennas and ran the
coax.....again with great reluctance, even
though the State Radio Officer was himself a
ham!

Once the VEM Director realized that Commis-
sioner Bristow (his immediate supervisor) was
totally behind a RACES/ARES/Ham station he
begain to give lukewarm support to the idea,
and even had me put together a Memorandum
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tween the trees on either side of their mountain
home in Warren and report good results thus
far. Congratulations to Klara Mueller-Harder on
the successful passage into ham radio with the
great call sign KB1IPOW. Congrats also to
Christine KB1PQN Helary of Barre who was
given her new call sign on 15 Novem-

ber. Marge KA1SVF Forbes and Simon
KB1PLI Anderson, Sugarbush snowmaker, of
Warren joined Richard KB1GPO King of Dux-
bury and other Mad River Valley Hams in this
Fall's Simulated Emergency Test and a good
time was had by all. Our good friend Dave

Of Understanding between CVARC and VEM
that CVARC personnel would come in and run
the station if needed. (Sadly, that MOU lasted
only a short time before the Radio Officer de-
cided that no ham club should have an exclu-
sive agreement to operate the station. Rather
than add other ham clubs the MOU was simply
cancelled.)

Unfortunately, after N1DZP left his position
as Commissioner there was no one in a high
position to support the station. Someone was
moved into the room with the ham equipment
and he was not interested in having hams drop
in to operate the station. There were also is-
sues on access after hours due to perceived
security concerns. And the State Radio Officer
shot down a FEMA offer for a free 2M/440
repeater to link VEM to FEMA Region 1 HQ in
Maynard, MA. Happily, there now seems to be
renewed support for the VEM HQ
RACES station. But it all started with Charles
Bristow getting interested in ham radio. (By the
way, | assumed at the time that the money for
the station came from somewhere in DPS.
Turned out Commissioner Bristow simply or-
dered the VEM Director to cough up $6,000
from his budget. No wonder he was somewhat
antagonistic to the hamsl)..........

| think we all owe N1DZP a big debt of grati-
tude for getting amateur radio into VEM some
twenty two years ago.

73,

Chip
W1AIM
FN34uj and elsewhere

Charles Allan Bristow of Barre Town, Vt. and
Hilton Head Island, S.C. died at Woodridge
Nursing Home in Berlin, Vt. on Tuesday Oct.
16, 2007. With his death Vermont lost a com-
mitted public servant and a refined intellect.
Born October 19, 1940 in Lake Charles, La.,
Charlie grew up in Louisiana and Mississippi
and graduated from Tulane University and its
law school. After working in private practice
and for South Central Bell in New Orleans, La.,
Charlie and his family moved to Vermont in
1970 when he joined the staff of then-Attorney
General James M. Jeffords. As an assistant
attorney general for several years, he made
significant contributions to the rewriting and

KA5VVA Kent of Bethel, a frequent voice on
the Williamstown repeater as he commutes
back and forth to Burlington, is back in the air

and enjoying flying again after an health hiatus

that kept him grounded for awhile. David
W1DEC Cain successfully delivered his port-

able 50 foot aluminum “Rocket Launcher” tower

to CVARC which is now safely stored in the
club’s cubby at MeadowCrest. New member

Greg KE1MI Fox of Braintree and Communica-

tions Specialist” for Vermont's Agency of
Transportation put us onto a website (look for
the logo elsewhere in this issue) that tells us

(/

modernizing of Vermont's laws governing men-
tal health and its penal system. Governor
Salmon appointed Bristow as a district court
judge in the mid 70's. In addition to acquiring a
sterling reputation as a fair and thoughtful jurist,
Charlie worked with the court administration
and a group of young judges to modernize and
streamline Vermont's court system. When At-
torney General John Easton was looking for a
"person of stature" to be his Deputy in 1981 he
was thrilled when the former judge agreed to
bring his significant experience and knowledge
back to the AG's office.

Charlie was a sounding board and mentor for
experienced and younger lawyers alike. In
1981 when Charlie became Commissioner of
Public Safety, the state was facing a lack of
public confidence and low morale. Governor
Snelling chose Charlie as the person who could
make the tough decisions needed to bring
about significant change in the department the
impact of which continues to this day. In 1987,
Charlie devoted his full focus and attention on
his passion for teaching (which had heretofore
been satisfied with adjunct teaching at Vermont
Law School, Vermont College, Norwich Univer-
sity and at many judicial colleges) and became
a professor at the New England School of Law
in Boston. .....

Charlie was a man of many interests which,
over the years, have included reading, photog-
raphy, biking, stamp collecting, cooking, bird-
ing, ham radio , swimming, racquet ball, hiking,
ice climbing, diving, sailing, marathons and lots
of 5K runs with his boys. ......

Charlie's beloved family includes his wife of 46
years Claudia Horack Bristow; son Allan C.
Bristow, his wife Gabrielle Graziosa and their
children Cierra. Chance and AJ of Richards-
ville, Ky.; son Benjamin C. Bristow, his wife
Nichole Irish and their children Paige and
Logan of Barre, Vt.; and son Brian B. Bristow,
his wife Christine Ashe and their children Ben-
jamin Bristow, Kaitlyn and Jacob Florucci of
Williamstown, Vt. He was predeceased by his
parents Louis C. and Gladys B. Bristow and his
brother Louis C. Bristow, Jr..

N1RNG’s Shack
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Attendance:

Ken Blair KB1GPQ
Bill Lindie K1HTJ
Josette Messer KB1EPT
Fred Messer WALLIE
Wayne Dorsett KB1NDS
Virgil Hall AA1RW
Frances Blair KB1GPP
Tom Long KBINGQ
Ture Nelson KB1NBJ
Wayne Whitelock WIWRW
Alex Whitelock WI1AEW
Carla Straight KB1IMFQ
Jane English KD6PCE
Ronald Pitkin KB1NDU
Charles Ballantyne W1PMH
Allen Tinker WI1AAT
Neal Rentz N1ZRA
Lane Safford N1JGK
Joe McKeon N1PTR
Art Rank KBINHV
Matt Lindhiem KB1GYC
Carolee Stridsberg KB1CAS
Lonnie Stridsberg AALYF
Ronald Schoolcraft KB1OPA
Ed Friot KB1ORR
Greg Fox KE1MI
John LePage N1ZHH
Ed Sawyer N1UR
Christine Helary Passed Tech Tonight!!!
Walt Congdon W1zZPB
Betty Congdon

Ken called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Secretary and Treasury reports were moved
and seconded.

Committee chairs were given the opportunity to
speak.

Jo Messer reminded us that the holiday party is
December 8"

.- (. + 7% 1%

amazing things about the weather. have you
aboard Greg; “consider yourself one of us.”
Art KBINHV Rank’s CW speed continues to
increase by leaps and bounds and he'’s well on
his way to a DXCC award! Joe NI1PTR
McKeon has recently returned from the land of
his ancestors and has a full portfolio of new
stories with which to regale us at meetings and
special functions... “My name is Harry, and I'm
impersonating a Sister of the Cross” is the
punch line. Can you guess the rest?

Also, Many thanks to Bill KIHTJ Lindie who
has volunteered to orchestrate the VT QSO
PARTY for CVARC this coming February and
to publish last year’s results and get out certifi-
cates. Other volunteers are always welcomed
with open arms.

Until then, W1AAT

Here’s the logo —— ->

Secretary CVARC

Ken then asked if the club would be willing to

sell selected items that were donated to us. Bill

moved and Avi seconded. Fred amended the

motion to let the field day committee have the

authority to go through the items and select the

items that they deem liquidatable to meet the

club’s needs for a field day or emergency sta-

tion.

Fred continued talking about the need to ener-
gize field day. One way to do this is to be able
to get more contacts with a better set up of
antennas. A beam and tower would greatly
enhance our ability to get these contacts. We
have the opportunity to purchase an AB 577 70
foot “Rocket Launcher” tower. W1DEC has one
for sale and has pulled it off E-Bay to let us
have the chance to purchase it for the club.
$850.00.

This could be a once in a lifetime opportunity
as these towers sell very quickly and many
clubs have them and are not willing to part with
them.

Fred made the motion to purchase the tower in
the amount of $850, Jane seconded. The mo-
tion was approved unanimously.

Allen Tinker has a idea for a Ham Grab Bag at
the Holiday Party. Instead of last years Yankee
Swap we will offer the Ham trinkets for $5.00.
Approved.

VT Public Television has asked for the tower
rent. Ken has forwarded this to the repeater
committee.

The meeting was then turned over to Walt Con-
don, W1ZPB for a presentation on powering
your station by using various means of energy.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Bill Lindie, KIHTJ

% - 6
" (&

&DD 2))+

(+D

(0



G Nov 7 Walt W1ZPB Congdon on Solar Power
Dec 8 Holiday Party at the Hilltop Restaurant

8
CVARC NETS
2 11,11
: 1 “GOOD NIGHT IRENE"/"JOHN BOY”
# 866 Monday through Saturday at 8 PM
(JK 7J- On the
6L6 J 146.625 Williamstown Repeater
"5 & JK Net Manager W1AAT
"5 @1 - Net Control Stations
: 1,%,J7 6, Monday — Wayne KBINDS Dorsett
Tuesday — Erik KIUS Mueller-Harder
- 3 % Wednesday - Bill KIHTJ Lindie
# Thursday — Arnie KIARN Utten
Friday- Bill KBINUI McDonough & others
Support CVARC Saturday Scott KBINDT Law
Nov 2007 Stat.s
Our Treasurer, Chris KBINVZ Armstrong is in a SESSIO.nS 25
most receptive mood to receive current dues and Checkins 262
your tax deductible contributions to the Central Traffic 22
Vermont Amateur Radio Club, Inc. Minutes 1083
Join your friends at the end of the day. An
Full membership: $20 per year informal net to touch base with friends just
Family memberships: $25 per year before bedtime for the early risers among
Sustaining Membership: $75 per year us. Join your CVARC friends for a delight-

Contributing (Nonvoting) Membership: $10 ful half hour before you pack it in for the

Mail your membership fees and/or tax deducti- ~ €vening.
ble contributions to Treasurer:
to: Chris KB1INVZ Armstrong, 120 Middle Road,
Graniteville, VT 05654

Central VT FM Net

http://www.gsl.net/wlbd Sundays at 8 PM
: "0 " On 146.625 Repeater
% Net Manager, W1AAT
If you have anything you would like to post on Net Control Operators
the site, please give Steve KK1VT Allen, W1BD | 1st Sunday Bill Lindie KIHTJ
Webmaster, an e-mail or phone call. 2nd Sunday Ed Hutchinson N1LEMP
DATES TO REMEMBER 3rd Sunday Erik Mueller-Harder K1US
4th Sunday Ken Blair KB1GPQ
2007 5th Sunday Chris Craig KBINBN
Dec. 8 (Saturday) Holiday Party at the Hilltop
2008 The Central Vermont FM Net opens
Jan. 2 CVARC Meeting on Fox Hunting | €very Sunday at 8 pm on 146.625 MHz,
Feb. 6 CVARC Monthly Meeting | negative offset, 100 hz pl tone, and runs
Feb 23 (Saturday) Milton Ham Fest | until all stations have been acknowl-
Mar. 5 CVARC Monthly Meeting | edged. This W1BD repeater is located on

April 5 CVARC Annual Meeting and Elections Mount Pleasant in Williamstown. Ver-
May 2-3  (Fri-Sat) NEAR-Festin NH | ¢ \W1BD also maintains a repeater in

May 7 CVARC Monthly Meetin -
Junye 4 Planning Meeting for Field )I/Day zoog Cabo_t, Vermont on 146.82, negative off-
June 27-28-29 (Fri-Sun) Field Day 2008 | S€t with a 100 Hz pl tone.
July 2 CVARC Monthly Meeting
Aug 6 CVARC Monthly Meeting NET REPORT
Aug ??? St Albans STARC Summer Hamfest
RECENT PROGRAMS 2007 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
Jan. 2007 ... Rex AALKL Carr on WinLink 2000 Jly Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Feb. 7 The South Sandwich Island DXpedition Sessions: 5 4 5 4 4
Mar. 7 The American Red Cross Radio Needs ChecklIns: 59 61 63 53 55

Apr. 7 ....... The 2007 CVARC Annual Meeting Traffic: 4 4 3 3 3
May 2.......ccoeenenns Planning for Field Day 2007 Minutes: 190 226 281 191 220
June6........ Virgil AAIRW Hall Odyssey West

(2

Immediately following the Central Ver-
mont FM Net on Sunday evenings, many
of us can be found on 146.49 simplex.
This has become a regular event and an
enjoyable time. We have been amazed at
the range we have experienced.

Upper Winooski Valley Ares Net
Mondays on
146.49 at 9:00 PM

Net Control Stations are assigned
Net is called on 146.52

CVARC 160 Meter Rag Chew Net
Mondays on
1.966 MHz at 8 PM
Net Manager W1KR
- &

“Good Morning Vermont”
on 146.625 at 6:15 am
Net Manager KB1INDS
Join early risers & early morning commut-
ers for a “rise & shine” morning.

“Good Morning Vermont” Net Report
2007 Oct  Nov
Check Ins: 162 212
Sessions: 23 25
Traffic: 11 10
Minutes: 564 824

Jly 11 Field Day 2007 Post Mortem KB1NDS

Aug 1 Discussion of Bob McCorkle’s Bequest
Sept 5 WIWRW & KBINGQ Diagnose Supply
Sept 22 CVARC picnic at MeadowCrest
Oct. 3 Wayne & Tom complete pwr supply fix

CVARC Officer’s

President — Ken BlairfKB1GPQ
kblairvt@yahoo.com

Vice-President — Josette Messer/KB1EPT
fmesser@madriver.com

Secretary — Bill Lindie/K1HTJ
klhtj@yahoo.com

Treasurer — Chris Armstrong/KB1NVZ
oC

Director/Trustee — Fred Messer/WAI1LIE
fmesser@madriver.com

Repeater Technician — Allen Wilde/N1IOE
acw@charter.net

QFQ Editor — Tom Long KBINGQ
trlongl @comcast.net

CVARC Web Site URL
http://www.gsl.net/wlbd
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CVARC by appointment: __Contact
Fred WAI1LIE Messer: 496-3566 or
fmesser@madriver.com

Every second Friday of the Month the
Burlington Area VE Team conducts ex-
aminations at 6:30 pm at the Red Cross
Chapter House at 29 Mansfield Avenue
in Burlington. While walk-ins are wel-
come, you may contact Ralph Stetson at
802-878-6454. His e-mail address is:
KD1R@ARRL.NET.

If you have anything you would like to post on
the site, please give Chris KBINBN Craig,
W1BD Webmaster, an e-mail or phone call.

Amateur Radio License Testing
Schedule

BACKSCATTER

Twas the night before a Ham
Christams

Twas the night before
a Ham Christmas
(Many thanks to WA3FYQ and the
ARLHS Beacon
Bot for the use of his revision of this
famous
classic.)

T'was the night before Christmas,
And all through two-meters,
Not a signal was keying up

Any repeaters.

The antennas reached up
From the tower, quite high,
To catch the weak signals
That bounced from the sky.

The children, Tech-Pluses,
Took their HTs to bed,
And dreamed of the day
They'd be Extras, instead.

Mom put on her headphones,
| plugged in the key,
And we tuned 40 meters
For that rare ZK3.

When the meter was pegged
by a signal with power.

It smoked a small diode,
and, | swear, shook the tower.

Mom yanked off her phones,
And with all she could muster
Logged a spot of the signal
On the DX Packet Cluster,

While | ran to the window
And peered up at the sky,
To see what could generate
RF that high.

It was way in the distance,
But the moon made it gleam -
A flying sleigh, with an
Eight element beam,

And a little old driver
who looked slightly mean.
So | though for a moment,

That it might be Wayne Green.

But no, it was Santa
The Santa of Hams.
On a mission, this Christmas
To clean up the bands.

(Forwarded from WALLIE)
[PART I1]

He circled the tower,
Then stopped in his track,
And he slid down the coax

Right into the shack.

While Mom and I hid

Behind stacks of CQ,

This Santa of hamming

Knew just what to do.

He cleared off the shack desk

Of paper and parts,

And filled out all my late QSLs
For a start.

He ran copper braid,
Took a steel rod and pounded
It into the earth, till
The station was grounded.
He tightened loose fittings,
Re-soldered connections,
Cranked down modulation,
Installed lightning protection.
He neutralized tubes
In my linear amp...
(Never worked right before --
Now it works like a champ).
A new, low-pass filter
Cleaned up the TV,

(4
He corrected the settings
In my TNC.

He repaired the computer
That would not compute,
And he backed up the hard drive
And got it to boot.
Then, he reached really deep
In the bag that he brought,
And he pulled out a big box,
"A new rig?" | thought!

"A new Kenwood? An Icom?
A Yaesu, for me?!"

(If he thought I'd been bad
it might be QRP!)

Yes! The Ultimate Station!
How could | deserve this?
Could it be all those hours
that | worked Public Service?
He hooked it all up
And in record time, quickly
Worked 100 countries,

All down on 160.

| should have been happy,
It was my call he sent,
But the cards and the postage
Will cost two month's rent!

He made final adjustments,
And left a card by the key:
"To Gary, from Santa Claus.

Seventy-Three."
Then he grabbed his HT,
Looked me straight in the eye,
Punched a code on the pad,

And was gone - no good bye.
| ran back to the station,
And the pile-up was big,
But a card from St. Nick

Would be worth my new rig.

Oh, too late, for his final
came over the air.
It was copied all over.
It was heard everywhere.

The Ham's Santa exclaimed
What a ham might expect,
"Merry Christmas to all,
And to all, good DX."

de WA3YFQ
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