The QFQ Repart
Auqgusi 20C7

The Official Newsletter of the Central Vermaont Amateur Radio Club Inc

Inside this Newsletter

. This Month’s Meeting

. CVARC News

. In Memoriam

. We Hear Via The Grapevine
. Coming Events

. Last Month’s Meeting Minutes
. Treasurer’'s Report

. Recent Programs

. CVARC Net Schedules

10. Club Officers & VE Schedule
11. Technical Tips

O©CO~NOOUTA WNPE

AUGUST MEETING
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 1°7, 2007

The August 1% meeting of CVARC will be held
at Caesar's Fare Restaurant on Route 14 in
South Barre. Caesar’s Fare is located on the
west side of Route 14 in “Jockey Hollow”
between the light at the Teacher’s Credit Union
and the light at Hannaford's.

A good number of members gather for dinner
at 5:30 pm. The ample and moderately priced
menu usually appeals to any appetite, and
we're sure that you will enjoy breaking a crust
with friends. Our President, KB1GPQ, will rap
the gavel in the upper room at 6:30 pm calling
us into session.

This Month’s Presentation

A special written tribute to the late

Bob WB1AJG McCorkle will be at

the August meeting. Please, come

to the meeting long enough to sign
it even if you can't stay!!

CVARC NEWS
By
Ken KB1GPQ Blair
President

The Old Reliable 807

As | sit here contemplating the past month, the
foremost thought is about the passing of our
friend and mentor, Bob, WB1AJG. Directly
coupled to this thought is his generous request
that his shack be donated to CVARC. Then
wanders in the problem of a seemingly
malicious signal affecting our repeater. So, we
have the age old questions of loss and gain,
good and bad. We have just returned from a
week at Oshkosh Airventure, the world’s
largest gathering of aircraft of all types, but
most especially homebuilt aircraft. Yes, every
conceivable manufacturer of anything airplane
is there, every imaginable aircraft past present
and envisioned is there, but it's the people that
make it a magical place unlike any other place
| have ever visited. In the week we were there,
| never heard a word spoken in anger or in any
raised voice except in excitement and delight.
Itis a place for families, especially
grandparents and their grandchildren,
gatherings of old and new friends, but never
any hostilities. Everyone there shares a
common passion for flight, whether through
books, radio controlled models, irreplaceable
antigues, warbirds, exotic homebuilts, cheap or
multimillion dollar creations, we are all bound
together by our common love for flight. We are
not separated by economics or individual
preferences, it is our common bond that makes
it special. Ham radio can be the same, We
don't need to be separated because our
interests aren’t all the same or because we
don't all have the same brand or caliber of
equipment. My point is that we all need to
concentrate on where we as a club and a
community are going, and how to best get
there. That is my concept of what we need to
do first to honor the gift and the legacy left to
us by Bob. The contents have been
inventoried and photographed. We have a
designated person that is in communication
with the family to see that their wishes and
privacy are respected and to support them and
assist in the transition of Bob’s shack to us.
We expect that soon we will be asked to
remove the shack from the house and we have
several offers of where to house it temporarily.

We will then determine the value of the major
pieces, probably using eBay as a resource.
Concurrently, we as a club need to determine
what we are going to do with this gift. Some of
the options include selling the equipment and
putting the money to a specific project such as
linking the repeaters or whatever the club
decides, or we could keep the equipment and
donate the use of it to needy members, or
something in the middle. The important part is
that we won't act in haste, and everyone has
the opportunity to be involved in the decision
making process and all will have an equal
opportunity to purchase equipment that may
come up for sale. We can all put on our
“thinking caps” and be ready with our best
ideas.

Until next time, have fun, be fun and tune for
minimum smoke.

73,
KB1GPQ
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Bob WB1AJG and Carla KBIMFQ

WE HEAR IT THROUGH THE
GRAPEVINE

[It's been pretty quiet this month, with
vacations, and all...]

COMING EVENTS

Mt Washington Events
Contact: CliffDickinsonN1RCQ

nlrcg@amsat.org for more information.

STARC 2007 Summer HAMFEST
Visit the STARC Web site for more Info:
STARC Hamfest www.starc.org, or Contact

Arn Benjamin N1ARN — nlarn@yahoo.com
Home 802-285-6457/ Cell 802-309-0666

! Alert
Sheffield Island Light Activation
Sheffield Island, Norwalk, CT USA
Time: 1100 Saturday until 1400 Sunday
Bands: 10 through 80 meters including WARC
Modes: CW, SSB, RTTY Call signs: N1EV
The crew from the Greater Norwalk Amateur
Radio Club (www.gnarc.org) will be paddling
and sailing out to Sheffield Island Light for
International Lighthouse Weekend. We plan on
having two stations active throughout the
weekend. Sheffield Island qualifies for IOTA,
US Island and several lighthouse programs.
Complete QSL available on the GNARC Web
site. Adventure Radio Society
http://www.ARSgrp.com

Minutes of July 2007 Meeting

Ken called the meeting to order at 6:30
p.m. Last month’s secretary and
treasurer’s report were approved.

Ken said that the web site is being
upgraded. We are just awaiting the

password so we can get in to make
changes. Committee chairs were given
the opportunity to speak.

Avi, KIAKF : We need ways to attract
members. Do we have brochures?
Northfield Days are coming up and
maybe we should set up a station for
Safety Days. Avi will also contact Fred
Dilton about the upcoming Northfield
Labor Day Race. If we have brochures
we could hand them out then.

Steve, KA1LHZ, would let us use his
portable mast for a station set-up in
Northfield.

Presentation Committee. Wayne,
WIWRW, talked about having a series of
presentations like Troubleshooting 101.
Club members showed interest in this
idea. Ken volunteered his Astron power
supply for use as a fixer-upper.

Other ideas that were brought up were:
APRS, Foxhunting, Basic Wire Antenna
construction, HF Backbone, and ARRL
VHS Tapes. Jessica, KB1INBO, brought
up the idea of having basic and advanced
presentations so members could choose
the most useful one for their level. Shack
touring was also talked about.

The idea of having an alternate meeting
place was brought up. The main concern
is the cost if we are obligated to purchase
a meal.

Fran, KB1GPP, told us that Jo, KB1EPT,
said for us to consider having the Club
Picnic and Field Day at the same time.
This was met with no opposition.

The last item was to check with Fred,
WALLIE, about a list of brainstorming
ideas during this past Field Day.

We then had Wayne, KBINDS's
PowerPoint presentation on Field Day.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55pm

Bill Lindie, KIHTJ
Secretary CVARC

CVARC Teasurer's Report for
the Month of July

Beginning balance $708.44
Dues 40.00

Check ARRL (37.00)
Ending Balance $711.44

KB1NVZ, Chris, Treasurer

Support CVARC

Our Treasurer, Chris KBINVZ Armstrong, is in a
most receptive mood to receive current dues and
your tax deductible contributions to the Central
Vermont Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Full membership: $20 per year

Family memberships: $25 per year
Sustaining Membership: $75 per year
Contributing (Nonvoting) Membership: $10

Mail your membership fees and/or tax deductible
contributions to Treasurer: Chris KBINVZ
Armstrong, 120 Middle Road, Graniteville, VT
05654

RECENT PROGRAMS

Jan, 2005 ....... W1AAT Goal Setting

February  ........ WAILIE CERT & ARES
March e KD6PCE on Mt Shasta
April CVARC Annual Meeting
May ....... N1BQ Automatic Packet Reporting
June  ....... Preparation for Field Day
July ... NWS Summer Skywarn Training
Aug ....... WI1WRW on J Pole Antennas
Sept ....... Mike N1JEZ Sequin’s Rover

Oct ....... Dick Cracier Marconi Wireless Soc.

Nov ....... W1KR Telegraph Keys
Dec ....... Holiday Party at Susanna’s
Jan. 2006 ....... NWS Winter Skywarn Training
Feb ... WI1DEC on R.A.C.E.S.
Mar ....... WI1IWRW on Incident Command Sys
Aprlo .o, CVARC Annual Meeting
Apr5....... J Pole 2 Mtr Antenna Construction
May 3 .......... . VT Sec Mgr AA1SU & W4YTJ
June 7 ...l Planning for Field Day 2006
July 5 .......... Repeater Operation with N1GBB

Aug 2 ...... K1ZK and the Nat Radio Astro Obv.
Sept 9 ... CVARC Picnic at MeadowCrest Farm
Oct 4 .. Evaluate September’'s Emergency Test
Nov1l W2HDI on “Menu Driven Transceivers”
KBINBN & K1HTJ “Satellite Communications”
Dec. 6 .. Holiday Party at the Hilltop Restaurant

Jan. 2007 ... Rex AA1KL Carr on WinLink 2000
Feb. 7 The South Sandwich Island DXpedition
Mar. 7 The American Red Cross Radio Needs
Apr. 7 The 2007 CVARC Annual Meeting

May 2......cccueenenns Planning for Field Day 2007
June6........ Virgil AALRW Hall Odyssey West
July 11. Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett Field Day 07



CVARC NETS

Central VT FM Net
Sundays at 8 PM EDST
On 146.625 Repeater
Net Manager, W1AAT

Net Control Operators
1st Sunday Bob McCorkle Vacant
2nd Sunday Ed Hutchinson N1IFMP
3rd Sunday Erik Mueller-Harder KBINBQ
4th Sunday Ken Blair KB1GPQ
5th Sunday Chris Craig KBINBN

The Central Vermont FM Net opens every
Sunday at 8 pm LT [this change was
passed, during the April '07 Annual

Meeting] on 146.625 MHz, negative
offset, 100 Hz pl tone, and runs until all
stations have been acknowledged. This
W1BD repeater is located on Mount
Pleasant in Williamstown, Vermont.
W1BD also maintains a repeater in

Cabot, Vermont on 146.82, negative
offset with a 100 Hz pl tone.

FM NET REPORT
2007 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June

Sessions 4 4 4 5 4 4
CheckIns 72 51 53 64 59 57
Traffic 3 3 4 4 4 4
Minutes 185 158 191 214 220 194

Immediately  following the Central
Vermont FM Net on Sunday evenings,
many of us can be found on146.49
simplex. This has become a regular event
and an enjoyable time. We have been
amazed at the number of check-ins and
the range we have achieved.

“GOOD NIGHT IRENE"/"JOHN BOY”
Monday through Saturday at 8 PM
On the
146.625 Williamstown Repeater
Net Control Stations

Monday — Vacant

Tuesday — Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett
Wednesday - Bill KIHTJ Lindie
Thursday — Arnie KIARN Utten
Friday — Steve KB1KJS Pierce
Saturday — Scott KBINDT Law

Join your friends at the end of the day.
An informal net chaired by many
members to touch base with friends just
before bedtime for the early risers among
us. Join your CVARC friends for a
delightful half hour before you pack it in
for the evening.

“Good Morning Vermont”
(New name and time)
with Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett
on 146.625 at 6:30ish am
Join early risers and morning commuters
for a “rise and shine” morning.

“Good Morning World” Net Report
2007 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June
Chkins: 62 60 70 12 10 43
Sessions: -- - - - 17 16
Traffic: 1 0 0 0 0 1
Minutes: 72 64 79 39 21 60

Upper Winooski Valley Ares Net
Mondays on
146.49 at 6:30 PM
Net control stations are assigned.
Net is called on 146.52.

Central Vermont ARES Net (CVAN)
Mondays on
146.49 at 7PM
Net is called on 146.52
Net Control Stations

1st Monday - WALLIE, KB1EPT
2nd Monday - WI1AAT
3rd Monday - KB1GPQ
4th Monday - Vacant
5th Monday - WAILLIE, KB1EPT

CVARC 160 Meter Rag Chew Net
Mondays on
1.966 MHz at 8 PM
Everyone is welcome

CVARC OFFICERS

President — Ken BlairfKB1GPQ
kblairvti@yahoo.com

Vice-President — Josette Messer/KB1EPT
fmesser@madriver.com

Secretary — Bill Lindie/K1HTJ
klhtj@yahoo.com

Treasurer — Chris Armstrong/KB1NVZ
carmstrongmk@aol.com

Director/Trustee — Fred Messer/WAI1LIE
fmesser@madriver.com

Repeater Technician — Allen Wilde/N1IOE
acw@charter.net

QFQ Editor — Tom Long KBINGQ
trlongl @comcast.net

CVARC Web Site URL
http://www.gsl.net/wlbd
You can also find this issue of QFQ
posted to our website.

If you have anything you would like to post on
the site, please give Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett,
(new) W1BD Webmaster, an e-mail or phone
call.

Amateur Radio License Testing
Schedule

CVARC by appointment: Contact Fred
WALLIE Messer: 496-3566 or
fmesser@madriver.com

Every second Friday of the Month the
Burlington Area VE Team conducts
examinations at 6:30 pm at the Red
Cross Chapter House at 29 Mansfield
Avenue in Burlington. While walk-ins are
welcome, you may contact Ralph Stetson
at 802-878-6454. His e-mail address is:
KD1IR@ARRL.NET.

TECH TIPS

Some of the “Tips” may be common knowledge
to experienced HAMS but, hopefully useful for
those new to the hobby. Other tips may be
over some of our heads. Either way, some
members may benefit from the information and
links in here.

Here are a few simple tips on constructing
an antenna.

To get length in inches of a half wave you
simply divide 468 by the frequency in
MHz.

To create a beam out of it you add 5% to
the length to make a reflector.

Then, to create the directors, start by
cutting the one closest to the driven
element by 5%. Make the next 5%
shorter. This works well for up to 6
elements. The spacing between the
elements should be between .15 wave
and .2 wave lengths.

The figures work well for either a vertical
polarized or a horizontal polarized
antenna. Use an antenna analyzer to get
best SWR.

If building a beam, start with the driven
element and get the best results for SWR.
Then add the reflector, and adjust
spacing for best SWR. Then, starting with
the nearest director, adjust spacing for
best SWR and then add each one, again
checking for best SWR.

A simple warning: the more elements, the
narrower the bandwidth: but the gain will
be higher for the range covered. If you
want to get really detailed, check out
chapter 11 of the ARRL Antenna Book.

[Note: Thanks Jessica KBINBO Noyes, and
Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett for doing most of the
work to put the QFQ together this month.]



For those who can not make this months meeting, below are representations of the two tributes we will be signing for
presentation to Bob WBIAJG's family.



