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THE MAY MEETING, 
WEDNESDAY MAY 2,  2007 

 
The May 2nd meeting of CVARC will 
be held at Caesar’s Fare Restaurant 
on Route 14 in South Barre.  You’ll 
find directions at the end of this 
notice. 
 
A good number of members gather 
for dinner at 5:30 pm.  The ample and 
moderately priced menu usually 
appeals to any appetite and we’re 
sure that you will enjoy breaking a 
crust with friends.  Our President, 
KB1GPQ, will wrap the gavel in the 
upper room at 6:30 pm calling us into 
session. 
 
The program, this month, will 
concentrate on preparations for “Field 
Days”. 
 

Directions to CAESAR’s FARE 
The South Barre restaurant is located 
on the west side of  Rt.14 between 
the traffic light at the Teacher’s Credit 
Union and the next traffic light 
southbound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CVARC NEWS 
By 

Ken KB1GPQ President 
 

 
From an old 807 

 
Greetings from your new president.  
Those of you who haven’t been in 
ham radio for 30 or more years or 
don’t play with “boat anchors” may 
well not have made the acquaintance 
with an “807” 
They were, and still are, an amplifier 
tube commonly used in old 
transmitters.  They are the shape of a 
coke bottle with an anode cap ( the 
little hat with a wire on it on top of the 
tube).  I used to run a rig with one as 
a final amplifier, so I have decided to 
name my column “From an old 807”  
They were also known as inefficient 
and power hungry, but tolerant of 
abuse and mostly reliable.  Draw your 
own conclusions.  On a related note, I 
would like to institute a couple of new 
columns for QFQ.  I would love for 
someone each month to contribute a 
bit of theory or technology.  
Something as easy as figuring the 
length of a dipole might be a good 
starter.  Explaining the workings of a 
“J” pole antenna would be another 
possibility.  (Listening W1WRW).  
Also I think a product review would be 
fun.  Someone with a new or new to 
them piece of equipment could just 
do some reflections on it.  What is 
great?   What could use 
improvement?  Maybe questions on 

how some obscure feature works 
could get some answers.  We all 
enjoy our toys, so why not spread the 
knowledge base and what works for 
us, or what doesn’t work. 
 
The May meeting will be a busy one.  
I intend to use a standard format that 
will start with approval of the 
secretary’s report and the treasurer’s 
report followed by the reports of the 
various committees and then old 
business and finally the new 
business.  I would like the following 
committees formed and you can all 
be thinking of which committee you 
would like to serve on.  They are as 
follows: 
 
Repeater committee:  chaired by the 
trustee, also to include the resident 
technician 
 
Presentation committee:  chaired by 
the VP 
 
Fund raising committee:  Fred has 
offered to chair 
 
Public service committee:  hoping Avi 
might jump in 
 
QFQ committee:  chaired by Tom 
 
Field Day committee:  Wayne,  
KB1NDS is the contact person 
 
This list is not cast in stone and we 
can add to it as we see a need.  Also 
obviously the Field Day committee 
won’t be active all year.  I would like 
each committee to submit a monthly 
report to QFQ so that we all can 
arrive at the monthly meetings 
informed, and ready with our 
comments and questions.  As I 
alluded to in my inaugural address, I 
don’t particularly enjoy pure business 
meetings although I accept the fact 
they are necessary and productive.  
Therefore, I would like to keep them 
as short as possible and at the same 
time be sure everyone has the 
information they would like and the 
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opportunity to comment and 
participate.  One of the great 
strengths of our hobby is its diversity 
of directions each of us can take 
within the hobby, so I want to have as 
much time as possible during our 
meetings to spend sharing what 
excites each of us, what puzzles us 
and having the opportunity to learn 
about new facets of our hobby and in 
general having a good time.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone at the 
May meeting and getting to know you 
better.  Until then, 73 and remember 
to always tune for minimum smoke. 
 
Ken KB1GPQ  Blair 

Minutes of the CVARC 2007 
Annual Meeting 

 
Attending the April 2007 meeting were: 

Bob McCorkle WB1AJG 
Ken Blair KB1GPQ 
Fran Blair KB1GPP 
Bill Lindie K1HTJ 

Chris Armstrong KB1NVZ 
Wayne Dorsett KB1NDS 

Joyce Dorsett 
Joe McKeon N1PTR 
Ture Nelson KB1NBJ 

Michael Stridsberg N1IOD 
Pat Stridsberg KA1LAK 
Carla Straight KB1MFQ 
Alex Whitelock W1AEW 

Wayne Whitelock W1WRW 
Ray Machell KC1BT 

Betty Machell KC1YW 
Dave Santamore KB1ORS 

Jane English KD6PCE 
Allen Tinker W1AAT 
Virgil Hall AA1RW 

Fred Messer WA1LIE 
Josette Messer KB1EPT 
Ron Schoolcraft KB1OPA 

Sue Schoolcraft 
Tim Maclay KB1NBT 

Marie Maclay WA1YJX 
Jeff Maclay 

Tom Long KB1NGQ 
Chris Craig KB1NBN 

Sam Angell 
Lonny Stridsberg AA1YF 

Carolee Stridsberg KA1CAS 
Gary Sheridan N1RNJ 

Megan Wells 
Scott Law KB1NDT 

Mrs. Scott Law 
Bob DeForge K1HKI 

 
Members expressing regrets included:  

Avi K1AFI Freund, Marge KA1SVF Forbes, 
Shel KC1MP Ball, Ed N1FMP Hutchinson, Alex 

KA1WNO Thayer, Sara N1EIT Nevin, Josef 
KB1MHB Nevin, Chris N1GBB Knox, Zack 

K1ZK Manganello, Willow W1LLW Stein, Ron 
KB1NPF Paparella, John KE5IJY Burt, Art 
KB1NHV Rank, David W1DEC Cain and 

 Neal N1ZRA Rentz  

 

 
Honorary Life Member WB1AJG 

 

 
       Gary N1RNJ                Megan 
 

 
  Wayne KB1NDS                    Joyce 

 

 
    Ron  KB1OPA                        Sue  

 
“April’s” TREASURER’S 

REPORT 
 
Beginning Balance                       $451.44 
Dues                                               135.00 
Ham Directories repaid                  135.00 
CVARC Dues                                 199.00 
ARRL dues                                     (79.00) 
W1WRW loan repaid                    (500.00) 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Ending balance                              $341.44 
LOANS PAID IN FULL  
 
KB1EPT/Jo [No current update for May] 
  

Support  CVARC 
                         
Our Treasurer, Chris KB1NVZ Armstrong is 
in a most receptive mood to receive current 
dues and your tax deductible contributions 
to the Central Vermont Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc.   
 
Full membership: $20 per year 
Family memberships: $25 per year 
Sustaining Membership: $75 per year 
Contributing (Nonvoting) Membership: $10 
 
Mail your membership fees and/or tax 
deductible contributions  to Treasurer: 
to: Chris  KB1NVZ Armstrong, 120 Middle 
Road, Graniteville, VT 05654 
 

VERMONT QSO PARTY 
COORDINATOR NEEDED 

 
2007 QSO Party contest logs have been 
received by CVARC and need to be processed 
and winners notified and certificates mailed.  A 
volunteer or volunteers are needed to 
accomplish these tasks as well as get a notice 
of the 2008 Contest to QST two months ahead 
of February 2008 issue of the magazine.  
Please speak to President Ken KB1GPQ Blair 
if this project is of interest to you. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPERATORS 
NEEDED FOR PUBLIC 

SERVICE EVENTS 

Saturday, May 19th - Montpelier - 
Several volunteers are needed to 
assist with communication for the 
NAMI-VT (National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill) fund-raising walk.  The 
three mile walk will start at the 
Statehouse and go to the Peace Park 
along the River and back.  Walk 
begins at 11 a.m. (Registration is at 
9:30) and the walk should be over by 
2.  More details will follow. 

June 3, 2007 - Waterbury - Several 
volunteers are needed to assist with 
communication for the Waterbury 
Crop Walk.  This is a 3 mile walk, with 
registration at noon, the walk 
beginning at 1 and should be over by 
2 or 3:30 or so.  The walk is 
traditionally followed with Ben and 
Jerry's ice cream.   

Please contact Avi at 
avif48@verizon.net if you are 
interested in helping with either event.  

Avi K1AKF Freud 
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VERMONT’S AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUBS 

By 
Allen W1AAT Tinker 

ARRL Affiliated Clubs Coordinator for 
Vermont 

 

 
 

In 1970 “Bunny” W1RFP Pratt and 
other colleagues trooped down to Ted 
W1ALE Everett’s house in North 
Pembroke, New Hampshire to inspect 
the W1ALE repeater with an eye to 
installing a similar machine on Mt. 
Ascutney in Vermont.  The rest is 
history and today the club they 
founded to fund and maintain the 
Ascutney machine is called The 
Connecticut Valley FM Association. 
 
In addition to W1UWS they also 
maintain a repeater on Moose 
Mountain 147.240 and are presently 
looking for a mountain home for their 
third repeater 147.150.  The club has 
upwards of fifty-five members and 
CVARC members will recognize the 
Vice President Ray K1XV Makul and 
Rob KB1DOF Vogel who regularly 
check into our Sunday evening net on 
the Williamstown Repeater. 
 
Other names recognized by many 
CVARC members include:  Carl 
N1CB and Cheryl WA1WEY Bruning, 
Ted W1ALE Everett, Jack N1HOS 
Adams to mention a few.  The current 
president is Jeff WB2NWR Katchen, 
and their Director at Large is Dave 
K1ZS Wilbur and Ed N5EI Feustel 
edits their newsletter. 
 
The club meets twice a year for a pot-
luck meal and a program of interest to 

its members and its board of directors 
meets every other month.  Application 
is being made as we speak to 
become incorporated by the Vermont 
Secretary of State. 
 
The Ascutney repeater is a new 
Motorola MSF5000 radio with an 
ACC RC-85 controller with version 
5.2 firmware.  Transmitting on 
146.760 with its input down 600 and a 
pl of 110.9  A tone that can be used 
for tone squelch is set at 100.0 for 
users that can set this on their radios.  
 

 
 
The repeater is set for 50 watts 
output. Coming out of the duplexer is 
29 watts to the antenna. The duplexer 
has been changed in that only 5 of 
the 8 cavities are being used resulting 
in less loss and increased sensitivity.  
The timeout timer is set for 3 minutes 
with a “tail” of 5 seconds.  Keying "39" 
will get you the time of day.  In the 
picture above the W1UWS antenna is 
the vertical just to the right of the 
microwave uplink on the wire way to 
the tower. 
 
Plans are in the works for a new 
antenna this summer and W1AAT  
has requested that they also go to full 
power so that those of us in North 
Central Vermont can join their 
“Dementia” Net at 7 pm each 
Thursday.  I told them that we were 
well qualified to be admitted to that 
group.  It’s called the Dementia net 
because the late beloved Doc W1US 
Kelemen who was also a member in 
good standing usually needed a 
phone call from Ray K1XV to remind 
him of the net! 
 

You can check out their web site if 
you Google cvfma.org and click on 
the first item that comes up. 
 

 
 

President Jeff WB2NWR Katchen 
 
At their most recent meeting in April 
the club elected to amend it’s by laws 
by allowing a “Life Member” class of 
membership for the sum of 15 times 
the present membership dues.  A 
clever idea and other clubs may wish 
to consider it.  A number of their 
members get the newsletter by e-mail 
over the internet, but the majority 
receive a printed version in the mail. 
 
Always eager to welcome guests to 
their meetings and delighted when 
others contribute to the operation of 
their repeaters, you’ll find pertinent 
information on their website as well 
as a membership application.   **** 
 

HERE ARE SOME IMPORTANT 
REPEATER HABITS TO GET INTO 

 

Pause between transmissions . This 
allows other hams to use the repeater 
Someone may have an emergency or 
need to talk to a spouse immediately. 
 

Keep transmissions short and 
thoughtful .  Your “monologue” may 
prevent someone else from using the 
repeater.  If you talk long enough you 
may time out the repeater and in 
CVARC this will cost you a case of 
beer!   Remember that your 
transmissions are heard by many 
listeners including non-hams with 
scanners. 
 

Use simplex when possible .  If you 
can complete your QSO on a direct 
frequency, there is no need to tie up 
the repeater and prevent others from 
using it. 
 



 

4 

Don’t break in .  When others are 
using the repeater don’t break in 
unless you have something to add.  
Interrupting is no more polite on the 
air  than it is in person. 
 

Remember Mobile.   Repeaters are 
intended primarily to facilitate mobile 
operation.  During the commuter rush 
hours and especially during bad 
weather at any time,  base stations 
should relinquish the repeater to 
mobile stations. 
 

Support the operation.  If you use a 
repeater on a regular basis, you are 
morally obligated to help maintain 
and support it.  Drop the organization 
a nickel or two occasionally and 
remember CVARC in your Will! 
 
Adapted from the 2007-2008 ARRL Repeater 
Directory by W1AAT 

 

“TECH CORNER”  
 

This article contains an interesting 
account of soldering printed circuit 

boards in a toaster oven.   
 

http://www.seattlerobotics.org/encode
r/200006/oven_art.htm 

 

Hoping the link to this sight 
works………..!!! Avi K1AKF Freud 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

2007 
May 2  Wed  ……….. CVARC Monthly Meeting 
May 4 -5  NEAR-fest Hamfest in  Deerfield, NH 
May 18 – 20      ARRL Hamvention Dayton, OH 
May 19  Saturday  …… Cabot’s Run the Ridge 
June 6 ………………. CVARC Monthly Meeting 
June 22-24   Field Day at Barre Town Rec Pav. 
Aug. 17-18..St Albans Hamfest in Swanton, VT 
Sept. 28-30        ARRL Digital Communications 

 Conference in Hartford, CT 
Oct. 12-13….  Fall NEAR-Fest in Deerfield, NH 

 
Fall :  Walt W1ZPB Congdon of Northfield, 
MA has agreed to do a presentation for 
CVARC in the Fall. Walt will be talking 
about back-up power for the Ham station 
using Photo-voltaic (solar) power. His is a 
slide presentation and he also brings solar 
cells along to examine and a worksheet to 
help you calculate your solar power needs. 

.  
Walt W1ZPB 

 

 RECENT PROGRAMS 
 

2004 
Jan 4  FredWA1LIEMesser Power Point ARES 
Feb 4 ….. “ VT QSO Party/ Hamfest Financing” 
March 3 …  Ed N1FMP on “ Resonant Dipoles” 
April …………...………CVARC Annual Meeting 
May 5 ………….…CVARC votes to Incorporate 
June ……………………..Planning for Field Day 
July 7  ………...……..…Field Day Post Mortem 
Aug 4 ……........ Discussion of various subjects 
August …..Picnic and MeadowCrest in Wtsfield 
Sept 1 …….   “Show and Tell” of Ham Gadgets 
October  …      Meeting was held – No Minutes 
Nov     Election Day 2004 (Did CVARC meet?) 
Dec  …. CVARC Holiday Party at Jocky Hollow 

 
Jan, 2005      …….          W1AAT  Goal Setting 
February        .…….     WA1LIE CERT & ARES 
March            . …….      KD6PCE on Mt Shasta 
April          ….….          CVARC Annual Meeting 
May   ……. N1BQ Automatic Packet Reporting 
June      …….             Preparation for Field Day 
July       ……. NWS Summer Skywarn Training 
Aug     …….        W1WRW on J Pole Antennas 
Sept     …….         Mike N1JEZ Sequin’s Rover 
Oct    ……. Dick Cracier Marconi Wireless Soc. 
Nov    …….                   W1KR Telegraph Keys 
Dec  …….               Holiday Party at Susanna’s 
 
Jan. 2006 ……. NWS Winter Skywarn Training  
Feb          …….              W1DEC on R.A.C.E.S. 
Mar ……. W1WRW on Incident Command Sys 
Apr 1…….. …….……. CVARC Annual Meeting 
Apr 5 …….  J Pole 2 Mtr Antenna Construction 
May 3  ………. . VT Sec Mgr AA1SU & W4YTJ 
June 7 …………… Planning for Field Day 2006 
July 5 ……….Repeater Operation with N1GBB 
Aug 2 ……K1ZK and the Nat Radio Astro Obv. 
Sept 9 ... CVARC Picnic at MeadowCrest Farm 
Oct 4 .. Evaluate September’s Emergency Test 
Nov 1    W2HDI on “Menu Driven Transceivers” 
KB1NBN  & K1HTJ  “Satellite Communications” 
Dec. 6 .. Holiday Party at the Hilltop Restaurant 
 
Jan. 2007 ... Rex AA1KL Carr on WinLink 2000 
Feb.  7 The South Sandwich Island DXpedition 
Mar. 7   The American Red Cross Radio Needs 
Apr. 7  …….The 2007 CVARC Annual Meeting 
 

CVARC NETS 
 

Central VT FM Net 
Sundays at 8 PM EDST 
On 146.625 Repeater 

Net Manager, W1AAT 
 

Net Control Operators 
1st Sunday          Bob McCorkle WB1AJG  
2nd Sunday           Ed Hutchinson N1FMP 
3rd Sunday Erik Mueller-Harder KB1NBQ  
4th Sunday                  Ken Blair KB1GPQ 
5th Sunday              Chris Craig KB1NBN  
 
The Central Vermont FM Net opens every 
Sunday at 8 pm LT [this change was  
passed, during the April ’07 Annual 
Meeting]  on 146.625 MHz, negative 
offset, 100 hz pl tone, and runs until all 
stations have been acknowledged. This 
W1BD repeater is located on Mount 
Pleasant in Williamstown, Vermont. 

W1BD also maintains a repeater in 
Cabot, Vermont on 146.82, negative 
offset with a 100 Hz pl tone. 
  

FM NET REPORT 
 
2007             Jan  Feb   Mar   Apr May  June 
Sessions        4       4       4       5       4      4 
Check Ins     72     51      53    64 
Traffic             3       3        4      4 
Minutes        185  158   191   214 
 
Immediately following the Central 
Vermont FM Net on Sunday evenings, 
many of us can be found on 146.49 
simplex. This has become a regular event 
and an enjoyable time. We have been 
amazed at the number of check-ins and 
the range we have achieved. 
 
 

Upper Winooski Valley Ares Net 
Mondays on 

146.49 at 6:30 PM 
Net Control Stations are assigned 

Net is called on 146.52  
 

Central Vermont ARES Net (CVAN) 
Mondays on 

146.49 at 7PM 
Net is called on 146.52 
Net Control Stations 

1st Monday -                WA1LIE, KB1EPT  
2nd Monday -                                W1AAT 
3rd Monday -                              KB1GPQ 
4th Monday -                                  Vacant 
5th Monday -                WA1LIE, KB1EPT  
 

CVARC 160 Meter Rag Chew Net 
Mondays on 

1.966 MHz at 8 PM 
Everyone is welcome 

 
“GOOD NIGHT IRENE”/”JOHN BOY” 
Monday through Saturday at 8 PM 

On the 
146.625 Williamstown Repeater 

Net Control Stations 
Monday –            Bob WB1AJG McCorkle 
Tuesday –          Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett 
Wednesday -                  Bill K1HTJ Lindie 
Thursday –                 Arnie K1ARN Utten 
Friday –                  Steve KB1KJS  Pierce 
Saturday –                  Scott KB1NDT Law 

 
Join your friends at the end of the day.  
An informal net chaired by many 
members to touch base with friends just 
before bedtime for the early risers among 
us. Join your CVARC friends for a 
delightful half hour before you pack it in 
for the evening. 
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“Good Morning World” 
with Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett 

on 146.625 at 5:30ish am 
Join early risers & early morning 

commuters for a “rise & shine” morning.  
 

“Good Morning World” Net Report 
2006            Sept    Oct    Nov     Dec 
Check Ins       50        137            79            66 
Minutes        559         910          293           89 
Traffic               3             1              1           0 
 
2007              Jan        Feb          Mar 
Check Ins       62          60            70 
Minutes          72          64             79 
Traffic               1            0              0 
 

CVARC Officer’s 
 

President – Ken Blair/KB1GPQ 
kblairvt@yahoo.com 

 
Vice-President – Josette Messer/KB1EPT 

fmesser@madriver.com 
 

Secretary –– Bill Lindie/K1HTJ 
k1htj@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer – Chris Armstrong/KB1NVZ 

carmstrongmk@aol.com 
 

Director/Trustee – Fred Messer/WA1LIE 
fmesser@madriver.com 

Repeater Technician – Allen Wilde/N1IOE 
acw@charter.net 

QFQ Editor – Tom Long KB1NGQ      
trlong1@comcast.net          

CVARC Web Site URL 
http://www.qsl.net/w1bd 

      You can also find this issue of QFQ 
posted to our website. 

If you have anything you would like to post on 
the site, please give Steve KK1VT Allen, 

W1BD Webmaster, an e-mail or phone call. 
 

 
 

Amateur Radio License 
Testing Schedule  

 
CVARC by appointment:  Contact Fred 
WA1LIE Messer: 496-3566 or 
fmesser@madriver.com   

 
Every second Friday of the Month the 
Burlington Area VE Team conducts 
examinations at 6:30 pm at the Red 
Cross Chapter House at 29 Mansfield 
Avenue in Burlington.  While walk-ins are 
welcome, you may contact Ralph Stetson 
at 802-878-6454.  His e-mail address is: 
KD1R@ARRL.NET. 

 
 
 


