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NEXT CVARC MEETING
WEDNESDAY 1 NOVEMBER

The program this month is an exciting
“double header”. Arnie W2HDI Ziegel
will give us an insight into “Menu
Driven Transceivers” with a power
point presentation using the Icom 706
and 7000 as examples. This will be a
good introduction to those who may
be called upon to operate the Icom
706 equipment at area hospitals in
the event of a regional or state
emergency. Its also a great
opportunity for lcom 706 owners to
sing Icom praises to us or point out
any weaknesses. The second half
will give all of us an introduction to
“Amateur Radio Communications via
Satellite” with Bill KIHTJ Lindie and
Chris KBINBN Craig as our able
presenters. Our program gets
underway about 7 pm and we will
have you out by 9 pm.

The November 1 meeting of CVARC
will be held at Caesar's Fare

Restaurant on Route 14 in South
Barre. You'll find directions at the
end of this notice.

A good number of members gather
for dinner at 5:30 pm. The ample and
moderately priced menu usually
appeals to any appetite and we're
sure that you will enjoy breaking a
crust with friends.

DIRECTIONS TO CAESAR’'S FARE
The South Barre restaurant is located
on the west side of Routel4 between
the traffic light at the Teacher’s Credit
Union and the new Mobil gas station
southbound.

CVARC NEWS

by
Allen W1AAT, President

tinker@ Isle-La-Motte-Fish-Fry

One of my favorite “"wise sayings”
from the Old Testament scriptures is
found in Proverbs 25:17. It goes like
this: “Let not thy foot be often in thy
neighbor’'s house, lest he grow weary
of you and hate you.”

This gem was tacked to the dormitory
door of a fraternity brother at Union
University when | was a freshman.
Neal's dorm room was the frequent
daytime “hang out” for a good number
of “commuter” students like me. His

wit and good humor let quite a few of
us know that our behavior was driving
him crazy. He moved on to Princeton
in our sophomore year, not because
we bugged him too much, but
because he was very bright!

I've had a lot of fun with this proverb
over the years and | hope that you
will to. Today | want to amend it to
read: “Let not thy voice be always on
the Williamstown repeater lest thy
CVARC friends grow weary of thy
speech and turn up the squelch!”

We all need to remember to use
simplex when we are within range of
another station and thus not tie up the
repeater unnecessarily. And we all
need to remember that the
Williamstown repeater is the entire
amateur radio universe for some of
our members, especially newer
hams, and we don’t want to curb or
dampen their enthusiasm for the
hobby in the slightest. We encourage
your tolerance and forbearance and
also put our trust in another sage
saying: “A word to the wise is
sufficient.”

Speaking of the Williamstown
repeater, you will have noticed that
the “courtesy tone” that we hear when
we key up is not there. Its absence is
due to a failed very rare “drip
capacitor.” While | have never in my
life heard of a “drip capacitor” and
can't find a reference to one in the
ARRL Handbook, our crack technical
group is on the case and will no doubt
enlighten us in due course In the
meanwhile, you can insert your own
courtesy tone by just saying “beep” at
the end of every transmission! Or try
to get used to living without the
courtesy tone and ask yourself and
others if we really need that feature
on the repeater. The Cabot repeater
currently is not programmed for the



tone and we seek your reactions on
that repeater as well.

[Editor's Note: regarding The “rare
“drip  capacitor™, please see

“Backscatter”]

Speaking of the Cabot repeater, we
will try to have an updated report on
the condition of its receive crystal at
the November meeting. You will be
happy to learn that CVARC now
possesses a spare power amplifier
which can replace the PA on either
repeater if one should blow. Tom
WALYNU Girardi and Allen N1IOE
Wilde located a source at the most
recent HossTraders and your
president had his “menu driven
repeater fund” handy to bankroll the
$75 expense.

Speaking of HossTraders, you will be
delighted to know that Lonny AALYF
Stridsberg won the 2" prize drawing
at the Fall gathering in Henniker, NH.
When Lonny's name was drawn, a
chorus of “Yippees” went up from
about twenty CVARC members who

were on the grounds Friday and/or
Saturday. AALYF took home a
Yaesu FT 60R handheld HT that will

AALYF - Steven - KB1CAS — K1HKI
Some Hoss Traders

no doubt bring him many hours of
pleasure during the upcoming deer
season. His good Iluck at
HossTraders has not been reflected
in his hunting experience in recent
years. Maybe this is his year!

Joining the previously mentioned
hopefuls in New Hampshire this year
were:  Steve KA1LHZ Board, Ed

N1FMP Hutchinson, Virgil N1MAQ
Hall, Chris KBINBN and David Craig,
Lorry K1YP Pecor, Carolee KB1CAS
Stridsberg and grandson Steven,
Chris N1GBB Knox, Neal N1ZRA
Rentz, Tom KBINGQ Long, Ture
KB1INBJ Nelson, Bob K1HKI De
Forge with his brother and another
good friend. Ray KC1BT and Betty
KC1YW Machell were ensconced in
their usual spot and all enjoyed the
festivities. Bill KB1IHTJ Lindie along
with Jackie KB1INVZ and his/her
brother were there on Friday.

KB1s — NGQ — NBN — NBJ
Some more Hoss Traders

You will note in KB1GPQ’s minutes
of the October gathering that the club
voted to hold its Holiday party in
December at the Caesar's Fare
restaurant on Rt 14 in South Barre.
Subsequent to that vote, many
members expressed the desire to
“dress up” the holiday party a bit and
we are currently holding a reservation
for “The Green Room” at Suzanna'’s
for Wednesday evening 6 December.
You will remember that our gala party
last year was held in “The Green
Room.” Since one of the great
freedoms of democracy is the right to
“change our minds,” I'll open the floor
at the November club meeting for re-
discussion and a possible re-
consideration of our decision. If we
elect to move our affair, we'll need to
select two menu items for members
to choose from as a main course. The
baked stuffed Haddock is still
available for $12.95 but the Filet

Mignon or Prime Rib entrée is now
$19.95.

Also at the November meeting our
very able youngest member KBINBN
would like to propose to the club that
we subscribe to a web domain that
can offer us any number of new
features. | want to hook Chris up with
our Webmaster Steve KK1VT Allen
to look at the suggestion which would
cost the club about $5.95/mo. You
will note from KB1EPTs Treasurer’s
Report that we have outstanding
repeater loans to repay and may not
be in the best position to take on a
new expense. However, those with
interest in our web presentation are
invited to become a part of this
discussion and to contact KK1VT
with your ideas. Perhaps an “angel”
would like to fund a hum dinger web
domain for a year?

Cheers to one and all,
Allen W1AAT

HAM NEWS OF INTEREST

NEW LAW  FORMALLY  MAKES
AMATEUR RADIO PART OF
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

COMMUNITY [excerpted from ARES E-
Letter. October 18, 2006. Rick Palm,
K1CE, Editor]

A section of the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) 2007 Appropriations Act,
HR 5441 <http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d109:h.r.05441:>,

formally  includes  Amateur Radio
operators as a part of the emergency
communications community. President
Bush signed the bill into law October 4.

Amateur Radio is included within the
legislation's Subtitle D, Section 671,
known as the "21st Century Emergency
Communications Act." Radio amateurs
are among the entities with which a
Regional Emergency Communications
Coordination Working Group (RECC
Working

Group) must coordinate its activities.
Included within the DHS's Office of
Emergency Communications -- which the
measure also creates



-- RECC Working Groups attached to

each regional DHS office will advise
federal and state homeland security
officials.

In addition to Amateur Radio operators,
RECC Working Groups also  will
coordinate with communications
equipment manufacturers and vendors --
including  broadband data service
providers, local exchange carriers, local
broadcast media, wireless carriers,
satellite communications services, cable
operators,  hospitals, public utility
services, emergency evacuation transit
services, ambulance services, and
representatives from other private sector
entities and nongovernmental
organizations.

The RECC Working Groups will assess
the survivability, sustainability and
interoperability of local emergency
communication systems to meet the goals

of the National Emergency
Communications Report. That report
would recommend how the US could

"accelerate the deployment of
interoperable emergency communications
nationwide." They also will coordinate the
establishment  of ‘"effective  multi-
jurisdictional, multi-agency emergency
communications networks" that could be
brought into play in an emergency or
disaster.

In light of the new law, the ARRL plans to
follow up to determine how it can interact
with the DHS and its Office of Emergency
Communications. - excerpted from a
report in the ARRL Letter

+ AMERICAN RED CROSS: DISASTER
VICTIM SAFE AND WELL REGISTRY
[excerpted from ARES E-Letter. October
18, 2006. Rick Palm, K1CE, Editor]

In July, the American Red Cross
launched a "Safe and Well* Web site to
provide families with a tool to exchange
welfare information with loved ones and
friends in the immediate aftermath of a
disaster. The site allows a disaster victim
to select and post standard messages for
friends and family that indicate the victim
is safe and well and will make contact
when they are able. Those worried about
the safety of a victim can access the site,
enter either the name and telephone
number or name and complete address of
the person in question, and view their
"safe and well" messages. See

<https://disastersafe.redcross.org/> -- Les
Rayburn, N1LF, Helena, Alabama,
National Communications System; Navy
MARS; ARES; SHARES; Skywarn.

Fred WALLIE Messer

Letter from Bill Burden WB1BRE
TIME FOR CHANGE

In the last decade, the role and mission of
ARES has changed significantly in terms
of how we serve our client base and how
we fit into the ICS/NIMS system used by
first responders. It's time to make the
changes to integrate into the emergency
management system by using ICS and
Red Cross message forms without the
cumbersome intermediate steps of
converting to and from the NTS format.
Making basic NIMS/ICS training a
requirement for ARES is long overdue. |
just took the NIMS/ICS introductory
course again and it was three hours one
evening (including the test) with a very
good instructor--not a lot to ask if we are
serious about being part of the system.

The NTS system exhibits the classic
problem of modern technology marching
ahead and around NTS, leaving it as a
curious anachronism in a world of cell
phones, instant messaging, and VolP.
NTS was originally conceived as a
solution to sending messages across
great distances in times of disaster and
emergency. Amateur Radio still fulfills the
need of alternative communications when
other communications infrastructure is
overloaded or inoperative. But we need to
do this in a new environment of structured
emergency response. -- Bill Burden,
WB1BRE [Bill is former ARRL New
England Division Director and New
Hampshire Section Manager]

September SET

Fred WALLIE Messer received a great letter
from Bob Brown W4YFJ
Section Emergency Coordinator — Vermont

summarizing the results and lessons learned
from the SET. Numerous files were attached

which may be of interest. Hopefully, there
are, or will be links from the Vermont ARES
page of thenttp://www.ares.orgite.
Unfortunately, the VT page would not come
up for me today.

Tom KBINGQ Long

DATES TO REMEMBER

November 1.... CVARC Meeting Caesar’s Fare

Nov4......... RACES Training in Pittsfield, VT
Dec. 6 ...... CVARC Holiday Party @ Suzannas
Jan3......... CVARC Meeting at Caesar's Fare

RECENT PROGRAMS

Jan, 2005  ....... W1AAT Goal Setting
February  ........ WAILIE CERT & ARES
March ... KD6PCE on Mt Shasta
April CVARC Annual Meeting
May ....... N1BQ Automatic Packet Reporting
June  ....... Preparation for Field Day
July ... NWS Summer Skywarn Training
Aug ....... W1WRW on J Pole Antennas
Sept ....... Mike N1JEZ Sequin’s Rover

Oct ....... Dick Cracier Marconi Wireless Soc.
W1KR Telegraph Keys
Dec ....... Holiday Party at Susanna’s
Jan. 2006 ....... NWS Winter Skywarn Training

Feb ... WI1DEC on R.A.C.E.S.
Mar ....... WI1WRW on Incident Command Sys
Aprl...ccoiiiiiinnns CVARC Annual Meeting
Apr5....... J Pole 2 Mtr Antenna Construction
May 3 .......... . VT Sec Mgr AA1SU & W4YTJ
June 7 ...l Planning for Field Day 2006
July5.......... Repeater Operation with N1GBB

Aug 2 ... K1ZK and the Nat Radio Astro Obv.
Sept 9 CVARC Picnic at MeadowCrest Farm
October 4 September’s Emergency Test

Minutes of Last Meeting

Those attending the 6 October, 2006

meeting of CVARC included:
Josette Messer -- KB1EPT
Carla Straight -- KBIMFQ
Chris Craig — KBINBN
Fran Blair - KB1GPP
Ken Blair - KB1GPQ
Bob McCorkle - WB1AJG
Virgil Hall - NIMAQ
John Burt -- KE5IJY
Jane English — KD6PCE
Ture Nelson — KB1INBJ
Thomas Long — KBINGQ
Alex Whitelock “-W1AEW
Wayne Whitelock - W1IWRW
Ronald Pitkin — KBINDU
Tom Girardi — WAL1YNU
Allen C. Wilde — N1IOE
Bunji the Clown — N1ZHH
Zack Mangenello — K1ZK
Allen Tinker — W1AAT
Fred Messer — WALLIE
Carolee Stridsberg — KB1CAS
Lonny Stridsberg — AALYF
Lorry Pecor — K1YP
Bob Le Forge — K1HKI
Joe Truss — KB1FDA
Wayne Dorsett — KBINDS
Ed Hutchinson — NIFMP
Jessica Noyes — KBINBO



Steve Noyes — KB1INBP
Bob Brown — W4YFJ
Joseph P. McKeon — N1PTR

John Burt KE51JY

President Allen called the
meeting to order at 6:35pm in the meeting
room at Caesar’s Fare restaurant. One of
the first orders of business was to discuss
the December meeting’s Christmas party.
It will be held at Caesar's Fare with
desserts being brought in by the
members. We will also have a “Yankee
Swap” where each of us will bring in a
present valued at $10.00 or less and
wrapped for the season. Jane will head
up a committee to provide center pieces
for the tables for the event.

Tom Girardi inquired as to
obtaining a spare amplifier for the
Williamstown repeater. After discussion,
Fred moved, seconded by Wayne to
authorize the purchase, not to exceed
$100.00 at Hosstraders for a spare
repeater amplifier. The Cabot repeater
was also discussed and it is basically
down for a few weeks as the crystal is
bad and a replacement has been ordered.
Also the coax on the Cabot tower needs
to be cut off to eliminate a loop. Also, it
was moved to order a new 440 beam
antenna for the Cabot tower in
anticipation of eventually linking Cabot
with Williamstown. On a related subject
Wayne moved to have a program on
repeater protocol and links.

Next, Bob Brown, our section manager
and emergency coordinator asked Jane
to come forward and presented her with a
certificate of appreciation for her work in
organizing the recent SET. After that

WALLIE — KD6PCE — WA4YTJ

Tom Long was asked to come forward
and was presented with a similar
certificate for his participation in the SET
and his State Guard Leadership.

Our presentation for the evening was a
critique of the SET. The exercise lasted
for 1 hour and 46 minutes and 14 pieces
of traffic were passed. Cris, KBINBN
acted as net control and did an excellent
job. Jo, KB1EPT, acted as the liason
between HF and FM. VEM had only one
operator who was overwhelmed with the
traffic. Also, delays of up to 40 minutes to
receive traffic on HF were experienced.
When the repeater was simulated in
failure, the switch to simplex was
complicated by more than one district
using the same frequency, but it was
quickly resolved. We also learned that
the Burlington Red Cross, one of our
primary served agencies, had an S9 + 20
noise level, so was nearly off the air.
Everyone had a good time and felt it was
worthwhile and educational.

73
Ken

KB1GPQ, Secretary

TREASURER'’S REPORT

Jo KB1EPT Messer

Beginning balance $887.44
Dues 25.00
ARRL renewal 75.00
50/50 raffle 20.00
check ARRL dues (71.00)

Balance $936.44

WIWRW
WAILLIE

Loans from (500.00)

(600.00)

KB1EPT/ Jo CVARC Treasurer

Support CVARC

Our Treasurer, Jo KB1EPT Messer, is still
in a most receptive mood to receive
contributions to the replacement of the
Cabot Repeater and Antenna.

If you have not yet dropped a few hard
earned shekels into the Cabot Repeater
project, we hope that you will do so as soon
as possible.

Full membership: $20 per year

Family memberships: $25 per year
Sustaining Membership: $75 per year
Contributing (Nonvoting) Membership: $10

Mail your membership fees to Treasurer:
Josette Messer
317 Meadow Road
Waitsfield, VT 05673
Central VT FM Net
Sundays at 7 PM EST
On 146.625 Repeater
Net Manager, W1AAT

Net Control Operators
1st Sunday  Bob McCorkle/WB1AJG
2nd Sunday Ed Hutchinson/N1FMP
3rd Sunday  Allen TinkerlW1AAT
4th Sunday  Jo Messer, KB1EPT
5th Sunday Chris Craig, KBINBN

The Central Vermont FM Net opens every
Sunday at 0000 UTC or (7pm EST and 8
pm EDST) on 146.625 MHz, negative
offset, 100 hz CTCSS, and runs until all
stations have been acknowledged. This
W1BD repeater is located on Mount
Pleasant in Williamstown, Vermont.
WI1BD also runs a repeater in Cabot,
Vermont on 146.82, negative offset, and a
100 hz CTCSS.

FM NET REPORT for 2006
Central VT FM Net — Sunday at 0000 UT
146.625 -60 PI 100

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June
Sessions 5 4 4 5 4 4
Checkins 71 62 75 99 74 74
Traffic 4 3 3 3 3 3



Time (Mins) 277 210 232 316 234192

Jly Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Sessions 5 4 4 4* 4 5
CheckIlns 76 72 75 79
Traffic 4 3 3 3
Time (Mins) 190 217 212 264

* stats for 4 of the 5 Sundays in October

Immediately  following the  Central
Vermont FM Net on Sunday evenings,
many of us can be found on 146.49
simplex. This has become a regular event
and a real fun time. We have been truly
amazed at the number of check-ins and
the range we have achieved.

Upper Winooski Valley Ares Net
Mondays on
146.49 at 6:30 PM
Net Control Stations are assigned
Net is called on 146.52

Central Vermont ARES Net (CVAN)
Mondays on
146.49 at 7PM
Net is called on 146.52
Net Control Stations

1st Monday - WAI1LIE, KB1EPT
2nd Monday - W1AAT
3rd Monday - KB1GPQ
4th Monday - K1YP
5th Monday — WALLIE, KB1EPT

CVARC 160 Meter Rag Chew Net
Mondays on
1.966 MHz at 8 PM
Everyone is welcome

“GOOD NIGHT IRENE"/"JOHN BOY”
Monday through Saturday at 7 PM
On the
146.625 Williamstown Repeater

[Note 7 PM adjustment to “Standard
Time...can be discussed at the 1 Nov.
Meeting]

Net Control Stations
Monday - Bob WB1AJG McCorkle
Tuesday — Wayne KB1NDS Dorsett
Wednesday - Bill KIHTJ Lindie
Thursday — Vacant
Friday — Chris KBINBN Craig
Saturday - Vacant

Join your CVARC friends at the end of the
day. An informal net chaired by many
members to touch base with friends just
before bedtime for the early risers among
us. Join your CVARC friends for a

delightful half hour before you pack it in
for the evening.

CVARC Officer’s

President — Allen Tinker/W1AAT
496-4013 tinker@madriver.com

Vice-President — Fred Messer/WALLIE
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com

Secretary — Ken Blair/KB1GPQ
496-2836 kblair@yahoo.com

Treasurer - Jo Messer/KB1EPT
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com

Repeater Trustee — Allen Wilde/N1IOE
acw@charter.net

QFQ Editor — Tom Long/KB1INGQ
244-7112 trlongl @adelphia.net

Webmaster — Steve Allen/KK1VT
496-7696 saphoto@madriver.com

CVARC Web’s URL

http://www.gsl.net/wlbd
W1BD Website

You can also find this issue of QFQ
posted to our website.

The URL is: http://www.gsl.net/wlbd

If you have anything you would like to
post on the site, suggestions or what
ever, please give Steve/KK1VT a jingle.
He needs items to post to get our site up,
running and looking beautiful.

Amateur Radio License Testing
Schedule

READY TO TAKE YOUR NEXT
LICENSE EXAM?

Every second Friday of the Month the
Burlington Area VE Team conducts
examinations at 6:30 pm at the Red
Cross Chapter House at 29 Mansfield
Avenue in Burlington. While walk-ins are
welcome, you may contact Ralph Stetson
at 802-878-6454. His e-mail address is:
KD1R@ARRL.NET.

CVARC will offer testing by appointment
most anytime. Test location is WALLIE's
QTH in Waitsfield, or for large groups, the
Berlin National Guard Armory or in the

dining room of Caesar’'s Fare Restaurant
prior to the 1 November meeting.

BACKSCATTER
Rare Drip Capacitor

An exhaustive search of available
technical specifications, and extensive
research has been performed to clarify
the repeater circuit function of the rare
“Drip Capacitor” [an intensive 3 minute
“Google Search”]. Results are as follows:

- see “Fluid drip detector Document
Type and Number: United States Patent
5616830"....

- DEF: Circuit function for 2m
Repeaters; “A dampening component,
for reduction, and/or elimination of,
residual verbal fluidity.”

- Related Terms:

Left Handed Smoke Shifter

Oil Frapulator
- Sky Hook

- Antonyms
- “Elmer” circuit

- WOHE knowledge inductor.

KBINGQ



