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NO SEPTEMBER 
MEETING 

 
COME TO THE 

PICNIC 
 

No meeting will be held on the first 
Wednesday of September which is 
the 6th. 
 
Instead, all CVARC members and 
their house guests are invited to 
attend the fall picnic at Meadow Crest 
Farm in Waitsfield, VT on Saturday 9 
September. 
 
Meadow Crest is the Messer family 
farm and Fred WA1LIE and Jo 
KB1EPT are the 6th generation to live 
in the farm house and work the 
farm/garden. 
 
9 September is the second Saturday 
of the month and the day will begin at 
10:30 am with a VE session for all 
new or currently licensed hams.  If 
you are ready to take your General 
written exam, you’ll have the next 
year to complete the 5 wpm code 
test.  Please call 802 496-3566 and  

 
leave a message with Jo or the 
answering machine indicating your 
plan.  You’ll need two forms of ID and 
$15 bucks. Jo can fill you in on any 
other details. 
 
The picnic will get underway at Noon.  
We will plan to eat at about 2 pm.  
Please bring a chair, dish or dessert 
to share with the group (Noted potato 
salad makers are invited to outdo 
themselves with a fine creation!). 
CVARC will provide burgers, hot 
dogs, buns, condiments, and liquid 
refreshments (BYOB).  Neill sweet 
corn-on-the cob will be available with 
melted butter unless a frost 
intervenes; but, friends, you haven’t 
lived until you’ve chomped down an 
ear of Elwin’s best.  The corn will be 
late but it will still be delicious! 
 
There will be opportunity for lots of 
visiting and chit chat, there may be a 
fox hunt to find a hidden transmitter, 
and KB1NBN  will demonstrate how 
to communicate via satellite which he 
is doing these days on a regular 
basis. 
 
From the North or South, your 
objective is Meadow Road  at Route 
100 in Waitsfield.  Meadow Road is 
located very close to Small Dog 
Computers about one and one half 
miles south of the Route 100 Route 
110 B intersection and about two and 
three quarters mile north of 
Waitsfield’s covered bridge. 
 
Take Meadow Road East across the 
narrow Mad River bridge and you’ll 
see Meadow Crest Farm and all of  
its magnificent “out buildings” dead 
ahead.  Bring an HT or mobile rig and 
we will talk you in on 146.49 MHz. 
 
 
 

 
Note:  Route 100 is being repaved 
from the 100B intersection south to 
Waitsfield.  Be prepared for delays. 

 
COME PICNIC WITH 

CVARC 
Saturday 9 September at Meadow 

Crest Farm in Waitsfield 
 
 

OCT-NOV-DEC 
 
CVARC meetings this Fall will be 
held at CAESAR’s FARE  Restaurant 
on Route 14 in South Barre, Vermont 
which is located on the west side of 
the highway between the light at the 
Teacher’s Credit Union and the next 
traffic light southbound.  Meeting 
dates are the first Wednesday of 
each month.  That’s October 4th, 
November 1st and December 8th.   
 
Come for dinner at 5:30 ish,  select a 
delicious dish from the menu and eat 
up or downstairs  with your CVARC 
friends. Our President, W1AAT, will 
wrap the gavel at 6:30 pm and the 
evening program will get underway 
about 7 pm.  A stimulating and 
informative program bill is being 
developed by our ace WA1LIE which 
is sure to please everyone in 
attendance.  Do plan to join us this 
fall and winter. 
 
Michael and Kelly Pinkans, the new 
operators of Caesar’s Fare have 
been perfect hosts and want us to be 
pleased with the food and meeting 
facility at their restaurant.  We 
encourage all members to patronize 
their restaurant as frequently as 
possible and thus say “thank you” to 
the Pinkans for providing us meeting 
space.  
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Many thanks to last month’s program 
presenter, Zack K1ZK Manganello 
who gave us a well prepared and 
superbly executed Power Point 
presentation on the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory in 
Greenbank, West Virginia.  Thank 
you Zack for a most informative and 
interesting evening. 
 

 
 

CVARC NEWS 
by 

Allen  W1AAT, President 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 
 

 
 

Lynn 
 

CVARC members and friends join in 
extending to Bob WB1AJG  McCorkle 
our sympathy and concern upon the 
death of Lynn in August.  The 
McCorkle’s celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on 20 July.  We 
celebrate Lynn’s life even as we 
mourn her death and we wish Bob 
and his family every good wish in this 
time. 
 

 
QCWA LUNCHEON 16 

SEPTEMBER 
 

All CVARC members are most 
cordially invited to attend the 
September luncheon of the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association 
Chapter #146 (NH and VT),  which 
will be held at Sean and Nora’s  in 
Barre  on Saturday 16 September.  

The group will gather at the 
restaurant at 11 am for fellowship and 
preliminaries and eat at about noon. 
 
Since this is the Norwich University 
Homecoming weekend in Northfield 
and the restaurant may be swamped 
at noon, we will be treated to a 
delightful buffet in the back room with 
all the trimmings for a munificent 
$12.50 per person, including tax and 
gratuity.  Parking is readily available 
behind Dunkin Doughnuts which is 
just across the street from Sean and 
Nora’s.   
 
We had a great group at the 
November 2005 meeting of QCWA at 
Sean and Nora’s and we hope that 
your plans permit your participation 
this September. Please Contact Allen 
W1AAT 802 496-4013 to make a 
reservation or to ask a question. 
 

THE CVARC REPEATERS 
 

As everyone probably knows by now, 
the new Cabot repeater has been 
installed and is in operation as we 
speak.  Many thanks to a whole host 
of folk who made it happen.  First to 
Allen N1IOE Wilde, our repeater 
trustee and guru of all mega-giga-tera 
hertz above 50 MHz!  Thanks to Allen 
and his dependable colleague Tom 
WA1YNU Girardi. 
 
We extend our appreciation to a small 
but effective group who got the 
antenna into the air and the machine 
up and running on 6 August.  
Organizer of the whole operation was 
Wayne (W1WRW), without whose 
organization the operation would not 
have come off so smoothly. The 
group included our Tower Climber 
extraordinaire, Miles KA1LDL  Silk, 
Jane KD6PCE English, Wayne 
W1WRW and Alex W1AEW 
Whitelock, Tom WA1YNU Girardi, 
and Carla KB1MFQ Straight.  Please 
excuse the omission if we have 
missed anyone. 
 

 
The antenna atop Cabot 

 
A special thanks to all who 
contributed to the Repeater Fund.  
Without your participation and 
enthusiasm for CVARC, it would 
never have happened!   A reminder 
that the “Fund” is still accepting 
contributions and you may direct 
those to our Treasurer Jo Messer 
KB1EPT who is always in a receptive 
mood for donations, especially those 
with lots of zeros!  
 

 
Miles going up 

 
You’ll be interested to know that the 
antenna atop the Cabot tower is 
biased toward the North and 
Northeast into the Kingdom and also 
into New Hampshire.  The short term 
plan is to link both the Cabot and 
Williamstown Repeaters which will 
give CVARC unprecedented 
coverage of Central and Northern 
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Vermont.  Will keep you posted on 
these plans. 
 
As you read this, the decade old feed 
line on the Williamstown Repeater is 
being replaced by a group of CVARC 
members.  Recent discovery that the 
SWR was very high necessitated a 
reduction in power use of the 
Williamstown machine.  It will be back 
up and running shortly and we 
appreciate your patience and 
understanding.    
 
Our thanks once more go to Tom 
KB1NGQ Long who has kindly 
agreed to edit this September issue 
of the QFQ newsletter. [Editor’s note:  
Fred and Jo are on the “Lake” this 
weekend.  Editing of QFQ, for WA1LIE, 
got me use of his antenna analyzer…a 
great deal for me � ] 
 
Cheers to all.  I’ll see you at the 
picnic!  Allen W1AAT 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Sept 9 …….CVARC Picnic in Mad River Valley 
Sept.  23       ARES Simulated Emergency Test 
October 4   Wed... CVARC Meeting at 6:30 pm 
October 6-7 Fri-Sat  ………..  HossTraders, NH 

 

 
The site of HossTraders 

 
November 1…. CVARC Meeting Caesar’s Fare 
December 6  …CVARC Meeting Caesar’s Fare 
December ?      ……….. .CVARC Holiday Party 

 
 RECENT PROGRAMS 

 
Jan, 2005      …….          W1AAT  Goal Setting 
February        .…….     WA1LIE CERT & ARES 
March            . …….      KD6PCE on Mt Shasta 
April          ….….          CVARC Annual Meeting 
May   ……. N1BQ Automatic Packet Reporting 
June      …….             Preparation for Field Day 

July       ……. NWS Summer Skywarn Training 
Aug     …….        W1WRW on J Pole Antennas 
Sept     …….         Mike N1JEZ Sequin’s Rover 
Oct    ……. Dick Cracier Marconi Wireless Soc. 
Nov    …….                   W1KR Telegraph Keys 
Dec  …….               Holiday Party at Susanna’s 
Jan. 2006 ……. NWS Winter Skywarn Training  
Feb          …….              W1DEC on R.A.C.E.S. 
Mar ……. W1WRW on Incident Command Sys 
Apr 1…….. …….……. CVARC Annual Meeting 
Apr 5 …….  J Pole 2 Mtr Antenna Construction 
May 3  ………. . VT Sec Mgr AA1SU & W4YTJ 
June 7 …………… Planning for Field Day 2006 
July 5 ……….Repeater Operation with N1GBB 
Aug 2 … K1ZK and the Nat Radio Astro Obv.  
Sept 9 CVARC Picnic at MeadowCrest Farm 
 
 
 
 

NET REPORTS 
Central VT FM Net – Sunday at 0000 UT 

146.625 -60  Pl 100 
 

     Jan  Feb   Mar   Apr May  June 
Sessions        5       4       4       5       4      4 
Check Ins     71     62     75     99     74    74 
Traffic             4       3       3       3       3      3 
Time (Mins) 277  210    232  316    234 192 
 
      Jly   Aug   Sep  Oct   Nov  Dec 
Sessions         5      4       4       5       4       5 
Check Ins      76    72  
Traffic              4      3 
Time (Mins) 190   217 
 
Upper Winooski Vly ARES Net Mon 6:30 pm 
Mad River Valley ARES Net      Mon 7:00 pm 

Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
Those attending the August 2, 2006 
meeting of CVARC included: 
 

Josette Messer  -- KB1EPT 
Carla Straight --  KB1MFQ 

Art Rank – KB1NHV 
Chris Craig – KB1NBN 
Fran Blair – KB1GPP 
Ken Blair – KB1GPQ 

Bob McCorkle – WB1AJG 
Virgil Hall – N1MAQ 

Neal E. Rentz – N1ZRA 
Jane English – KD6PCE 
Ture Nelson – KB1NBJ 

Thomas Long – KB1NGQ 
Alex Whitelock –W1AEW 

Wayne Whitelock – W1WRW 
Sara Nevin – N1EIT 

Josef Nevin – KB1MHB 
Joseph P. McKeon – N1PTR 

Alan Zaur – K1MZM 
Avi Freund – K1AKF 

Ronald Pitkin – KB1NDU 
Tom Girardi – WA1YNU 
Allen C. Wilde – N1IOE 

Bunji the Clown – N1ZHH 
Zack Mangenello – K1ZK 

Willow Stein – W1LLW 
Allen A. Tinker – W1AAT 

 

Support  CVARC 
                         
Our Treasurer, Jo KB1EPT Messer, is still 
in a most receptive mood to receive 
contributions to the replacement of the 
Cabot Repeater and Antenna. 
 
If you have not yet dropped a few hard 
earned shekels into the Cabot Repeater 
project, we hope that you will do so as soon 
as possible.  “Wait till you hear it!” is what 
those close to project are saying.  Dig deep 
and let’s make it happen. 
 
Full membership: $20 per year 
Family memberships: $25 per year 
Sustaining Membership: $75 per year 
Contributing (Nonvoting) Membership: $10 
 
Mail your membership fees to Treasurer: 
Josette Messer 
317 Meadow Road 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 
 

W1BD Net Information 
Net Manager, W1AAT 

 
Net Control Operators 

1st Sunday      Bob McCorkle/WB1AJG 
2nd Sunday     Ed Hutchinson/N1FMP 
3rd Sunday      Allen Tinker/W1AAT 
4th Sunday      Jo Messer, KB1EPT 
5th Sunday     Mike Stridsberg/N1IOD 
 
The W1BD Net opens every Sunday at 
0000 Z (8 pm EDST) on 146.625 MHz, 
100 hz tone, and runs until all stations 
have been acknowledged. W1BD 
repeater is located on Mount Pleasant in 
Williamstown, Vermont. W1BD also runs 
a repeater in Cabot, Vermont on 146.82.  
 
CVARC conducts a 160m Monday night 
"rag-chew" net  20:00 - 21:00 local 
(00:00Z - 01:00Z during EDT), 1.966mHz 
lsh.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Simplex Nets on Sunday & Monday 

 Immediately following the Central 
Vermont FM Net on Sunday evenings, 
many of us can be found on 146.49 
simplex. This has become a regular event 
and a real fun time. We have been truly 
amazed at the number of check-ins and 
the range we have achieved. 
 

Upper Winooski Valley Ares Net 
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Central Vermont ARES Net (CVAN) 
146.49 

 
Monday  6:30  Upper Winooski Valley Net 
               7:00  CVAN Net 
 
Both Nets are called on 146.52 and move 
or QSY to 146.49. 
 

CVAN Net Control Schedule 
1st Monday - WA1LIE, KB1EPT or as 

assigned fmesser@madriver.com 
 

2nd Monday - W1AAT 
tinker@madriver.com 

 
3rd Monday -  KB1GPQ 

kblair@yahoo.com 
 

4th Monday -  K1YP  
cowboypecor@juno.com 

 
5th Monday –- WA1LIE, KB1EPT or as 

assigned fmesser@madriver.com 
 
 

“GOOD NIGHT IRENE”/”JOHN BOY” 
146.625 Repeater 

 
Monday through Saturday at 8 p.m.  Join 
your CVARC friends at the end of the 
day.  An informal net chaired by many 
members to touch base with friends just 
before bedtime for the early risers among 
us.  We hear from Joe N1PTR who is out 
walking his dog, from Chris KB1NBN   
who may be at the Montpelier train station 
watching “The Vermonter” make its 14 
second station stop, from Ken KB1GPQ 
who may have been exploring in his new 
Liberty aircraft, from Carla KB1NBQ  who 
tells us which puppies have been naughty 
and which puppies have been nice.  Join 
your CVARC friends for a delightful half 
hour before you pack it in for the evening. 

 
 

Backscatter 
 

 
 

 

CVARC Officer’s 

President – Allen Tinker/W1AAT                      
496-4013 tinker@madriver.com 

 
Vice-President – Fred Messer/WA1LIE 

496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com 

Secretary –– Ken Blair/KB1GPQ            
496-2836 kblair@yahoo.com 

Treasurer - Jo Messer/KB1EPT          
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com 

Repeater Trustee – Allen Wilde/N1IOE 
acw@charter.net 

QFQ Editor – Fred Messer/WA1LIE      
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com 

Webmaster – Steve Allen/KK1VT           
496-7696 saphoto@madriver.com  

CVARC Web’s URL 

http://www.qsl.net/w1bd 
      W1BD Website 

You can also find this issue of QFQ 
posted to our website. 

 The URL is: http://www.qsl.net/w1bd 

If you have anything you would like to 
post on the site, suggestions or what 
ever, please give Steve/KK1VT a jingle. 
He needs items to post to get our site up, 
running and looking beautiful.  

Amateur Radio License Testing 
Schedule  

 
READY TO TAKE YOUR NEXT 

LICENSE EXAM?  
 

Every second Friday of the Month the 
Burlington Area VE Team conducts 
examinations at 6:30 pm at the Red 
Cross Chapter House at 29 Mansfield 
Avenue in Burlington.  While walk-ins are 
welcome, you may contact Ralph Stetson 
at 802-878-6454.  His e-mail address is: 
KD1R@ARRL.NET. 

 
CVARC will offer testing by appointment 
most anytime. Test location is WA1LIE’s 
QTH in Waitsfield, or for large groups, the 
Berlin National Guard Armory. 
 
 
   


