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The Upcoming Meeting
The next meeting of the Central
Vermont Amateur Radio Club
(CVARC) will be held on
Wednesday February 02006,at
the Berlin National Guard
Armory. The business meeting
starts at 6:30 PM and the Program
starts at 7:00 PM. The Berlin
Armory is about 500’ beyond the
turn into the Central Vermont
Hospital.

Many of us will be having supper
at Suzannaat the Hilltop Inn
gathering at 1730.

This Month’s Featured
Presentation is:
W1DEC Speaks on Vermont
RACES

CVARC News

From Our Club President,
Allen Tinker, W1AAT

VERMONT QSO PARTY
NEXT WEEKEND

The QSO Party gets under way at 7 pm
EST on Friday 3 February (0000 hrs Zulu
on 4 Feb in England) and ends at the
same time the next day, Saturday.

We need to discuss plans at the 1
February CVARC meeting and will get
details out to members via an e-mail
shortly thereafter. Members who do not
have e-mail capacity are invited to call
Allen W1AAT on Thursday 2 Feb for
details (802) 496-4013. If he is away
from the phone, please leave your name
and number and he will call you back with
the info.

A Vermont contact during the QSO party
brings a great deal of joy to many
contesters, so let® do our part in
spreading happiness and beatitude
across the ham bands by getting on the
air and making a goodly number of
contacts. Rules for the contest will be
found in the (Contest CorralOin the
February issue of QST magazine and are

available most likely on the ARRL
website.

MILTON HAMFEST
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY

The Vermont ARRL State Convention
gets underway at 8 am on Saturday 25
February in the Milton Vermont High
School in, where else, Milton, VT and
concludes at 1 pm at which time CVARC
members in attendance adjourn to a local
eatery for a delicious lunch and to
compare acquired treasures and to
identify any flim/flam that the day®
wheeling and dealing may have brought
their way.

This event is also known locally and
affectionately as Che Milton HamfestO
and is always a great experience. There
will be lectures and conferences as well
as test sessions for new hams. Details
can be found in the Feb QST p. 96 and
also on the website of Radio Amateurs of
Northern Vermont: ranv.org/Milton.html.

(Editor@ note; In Vermont, Ti]e town of
Milton is pronounced, OMill TinO.)

You get there by taking 1-89 North to Exit
17 and following the signs north on Route
7 to Milton. After you pass the
McDonald® on your left begin looking for
the High School signs and the Hamfest
signs also on your left.

NEW ENGLAND CABINET MEETING

| rode down to Springfield, MA with
Vermont Section Manager Paul AA1SU
Gayet and RANV® recording secretary
Carl AD1DD on Saturday 7 January to a
meeting hosted by our area ARRL
Director and Vice Director, Tom K1KI
Frenaye and Mike K1TWF Raisbeck.

Forty or so of us filled their ears with
concerns and suggestions for the ARRL
Board meeting which occurred on the
weekend of 21 January. We also heard
from ARRL® new Public Relations
Manager who has an exciting media blitz



called ®ello RadioOcoming soon that
hopefully will set the stage for a lot of
interest in ham radio.

| was tickled to learn that the ARRL has
been classified as a 501( C ) 3
organization by the IRS since the 1930s.
This was a surprise because of their
lobbying effort in congress on behalf of
amateur radio and their profits on ARRL
publications.

The ARRL is unlike most other charitable
organizations in that most of its funds
come from its membership and its
publications. Books about ham radio are
closer to its mission than the brassiere
factory was to the parish church that
inherited it and claimed its profits were
not taxable!

CVARC is in good company in our quest
for the tax exempt G3Odesignation and |
would like to thank Tom K1KI Frenaye for
the information.

OPERATING PRACTICE ON THE W1BD
REPEATER

When two of our members are engaged
in a QSO on the repeater or on a simplex
frequency, it is very easy to tell who gets
the nod to transmit when one of them is
done speaking. It simply @oes overOto
the other person.

But when there are more than two
persons involved in an GnformalO net
situation, | have noticed that we are not
always clear at the end of our
transmissions as to Gvhere it goesOwhen
we are done. This is especially true if we
are mobile and have short memories as
to what the Qorder of rotationO is.

Let me suggest that as a minimum
protocol that we do not just end our part
of the QSO and throw it out there for
anyone to respond. This practice often
causes @oublingOand GriplingOwhen two
or more people speak at the same time,
each not knowing if they are speaking
when someone else is.

If you cannot remember who the
conversation goes to next, kindly turn it
back to the person who turned it over to

you. That person may remember the
order of rotation or may have to pass it
back to the person who turned it over to
them. Eventually, we® get to the point
where we can remember where it goes
and it just takes practice.

Often in a group QSO, two persons will
need or want to have many back and
forth exchanges before they pass it on to
the next person in rotation. When this
happens take a moment to consciously
remember where the conversation goes
when the two of you are done.

Quite likely there are probably a great
many @perating practicesOthat we need
from time to time to brush up on and |
invited you to send your comments and
suggestions to our illustrious QFQ editor
for inclusion in a future issue of the
newsletter. We can all help each other
become better operators. Most everyone
has something that they can teach us and
most everyone has something that they
can learn from us.

The ARRL Operating Manual for Radio
Amateurs is an excellent resource for
brushing up on the practical aspects of
our hobby and | would encourage you to
dip into it from time to time for your own
edification and to bring ideas to our
attention that we may have forgotten or
misplaced.

THE CVARC BANNER

In an e-mail exchange with Bill WB1BRE
Burden prior to our last meeting, | was
delighted to learn that his wife Dorothy
®otO KA1LDS Burden made our lovely
standard which has become an emblem
of the presidency and graces all official
functions of the club including club

meetings and field day exercises. Indeed
there is a tag on the back of the banner
which notes: Especially made for
CVARC by Dorothy Burden. The story, |
think, goes something like this:

Back in the 19508 Dot made many
banners for Amateur Radio Clubs around
the state and perhaps in other New
England states as well. The leadership of
CVARC in those days was most
impressed with her work and
commissioned her to do a banner for us.

This very familiar and beloved emblem of
our organization is now all the more
special because Dot and Bill are old yet
new friends of CVARC. Bill is a frequent
visitor to our Sunday evening FM net on
the Mt Pleasant repeater and his lofty
antenna booms a signal into northern
Vermont on our Monday evenings ARES
net.

SUNDAY HF NETS TO NOTE

Start you Sunday off right by joining the
Vermont Emergency Phone Net at 8
AM on 3.976.

At 8:30 am switch over to 3.912 and enjoy
the Twin State Chapter #146 of QCWA
which includes many of our friends in VT
and NH.

Other interesting QCWA Nets to monitor
or to check in with are The Pioneer
Chapter #183 at 9:30 on 3.923 and the
Delaware Valley Chapter #5 net at
9:45am on 3.917.  Youd usually find
many fascinating and interesting
personalities around and you don® have
to be aged or a member of QCWA to join
in the fun.

At 2 pm on 3.953 the SARA Net gets
underway and usually lasts about half an
hour. This is the
ARES/RACES/SKYWARN service net of
the Schenectady, NY area. If you join the
net you may secure at any time but |
would encourage you to sit tight at the
radio.

At 5 pm the HossTraders Net gets
underway on 3.942 and you® find many



interesting items listed for swap or for
purchase. Have a listen.

CVARC FM NET at 7 PM on .625:
Usually a half dozen or so of our
members check into the Sunday evening
FM net on the W1BD repeater at 146.625.
Won®you join this merry band of friends
who gather to rag chew on Sunday
evenings. Everyone is most welcome.

CLUB PROPOGANDA PIECE

It would be very nice to have a GriptychO
brochure that describes the work and play
of the Central Vermont Amateur Radio
Club. A piece that could be given to
prospective members at field day or
Skywarn training sessions or left in dentist
offices throughout central Vermont. If
you®e interested in helping to formulate
such a piece and bringing it to fruition,
kindly contact Allen W1AAT.

GOsSSIP

Fred WA1LIE and Jo KB1EPT recently
installed a new Diamond Vertical antenna
with radials for 6, 2 and 440 that is giving
them good results. Ken KB1GPQ
expects his YAESU HF rig to be repaired
soon in North Dakota and sent back post
haste to Vermont. MFJ in Mississippi has
indicated that they are repairing the
power supply of Lonny AA1YF and
Carolee KB1CAS which a very crazy and
errant generator fried at field day
exercises last June. Dave W1KR
recently installed a new 160 meter dipole
and can usually be found on the W1BD
Monday night net on 1.966 at 8pm. Ray
KC1BT Machell is the net control for the
new HF RACES net that gathers at 1100
on Wednesday on 3.980. Wayne
W1WRW has recently done a GtintOin the
medical world and is recovering nicely
and Alex Whitelock is attending Jane®
class and will no doubt have her license
in a fortnight!  Speaking of Jane,
KD6PCE, she reports a class of 17
students which will add a huge number of
new licensees to the Vermont totals for
2006. Jane has also inspired Rob
KB1LTJ/p of Woodbury, whose wife
Stephanie is a member of her class, to
study for his General Class license. Rob
has an HF rig, lcom 720, and an antenna

tuner but needs a microphone, key and
an antenna for a small lot. Should you
have same to loan or give away, let us
know. Dave W1DEC and Annie
welcomed a 2nd granddaughter on 4
January. Congrats! Congrats! Allen
W1AAT was appointed Emergency
Manager for the Town of Fayston by the
Select board on 23 January and joins
neighbor Fred WAA1LIE who is
Emergency Manager for Waitsfield. Bob
WB1AJG followed wife Lynn in the
Rescue Squad to the Central Vermont
Hospital on Sunday following a fall in their
garage. Lynn is recouping at the Rowan
Court Rehab Center in Berlin and we
extend warmest best wishes to both Bob
and Lynn. Carla KB1MFQ attended with
Lorry K1YP and friends a training class in
traffic control with the 3" Battalion of the
Vermont State Guard on 17" January.

73,
Allen, W1AAT

For those who like to rat on their friends,
kindly send any tidbits of information or
gossip known to you to
tinker@madriver.com. by 22 February for
the next issue of QFQ!

DATES TO REMEMBER

Mar 19 EE Henniker NH Hamfest

April 1 E. CVARC Annual Meeting

April 22 QCWA Lunch Keene,NH May 5
D 6 EE. HossTraders, NH

May 19-20 .E Dayton Hamvention

June 23-25 Field Days

Aug 25 b 27.Boxboro MA, Hamfest
October 6-7 E.. HossTraders, NH

RECENT PROGRAMS

2005

Jan, W1AAT Goal Setting
Feb. WAA1LIE CERT & ARES
March KD6PCE on Mt Shasta
April CVARC Annual Meeting

May Automatic Packet Reporting

June Preparation for Field Day
July Summer Skywarn Training
Aug W1WRW on J Poles
Sept Mike SequinOs Rover
Oct Marconi Wireless Society
Nov W1KR Telegraph Keys
Dec Holiday Party at SusannaOs
2006
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Licensing Class in Marshfield
de KD6PCE -- Jane English

As you have probably heard on the
CVARC FM net we have now had 3
Sunday afternoon class sessions at the
Marshfield Fire Station. There are 18
students, the youngest age 8 and the
oldest in his 70's. Six are women and
twelve are men. I'm delighted to have so
many YL's participating. Two are wives of
current hams. Those guys are delighted
at becoming two-ham families!

All those praises | received on the
Sunday evening nets for the good classes
really should be shared with the four other
hams who have helped me with the



classes. They made my job a lot easier by
being there.

| thank Chip Taylor W1AIM especially for
taking the time out from his contest on
1/22 to come to class, also for all the
"toys" and the long experience in ham
radio that he shared with the students. It
helps them to experience a real ham!

It was good for the students to meet a
recently licensed YL ham, Carla Straight
KB1MFQ, and hear some of her
experiences at the beginning of her ham
career.

Ed Hutchinson N1FMP put in his two-
cents-worth now and again. It made it
easier for me to be able occasionally to
say "l don't know" and to turn to him.

Wayne Whitelock W1WRW added a lot,
both as a new ham and as someone with
long experience in radio, also as
someone | could pick on occasionally --
hi, hi! And of course without his projector
and speaker the class would not have
happened.

Thanks again to all of them and to Fred
Messer WA1LIE for giving me good ideas
as | planned the class, also to the VE
team, Fred, Jo, Ken and Lori, who will
give the exam on Sunday, January 29th.

Many of the by-then-licensed new hams
plan to attend the next CVARC meeting
on February 1st to learn about RACES
from David Cain W1DEC. It was interest
in emergency communications and
RACES in particular that inspired this
class in the first place.

Please welcome these new faces at the
meeting, and at dinner before the
meeting. They may or may not have their
call signs yet, but the will be hams by
then.

If you have last year's repeater directory
that you just replaced, or any similar
things, bring them along to the meeting
and give them to one of the new hams.
They also will be a good market for any
used 2m HT's you no longer need.
Anything to get started - so long as it has
tone capability. Put a reasonable price on

it, and you may find a buyer, and also
have the satisfaction of helping a new
get started.

Other Amateur

Radio News

WEEKENDS BEST TIME TO
CATCH NA1SS ON THE AIR

The best time to catch International
Space Station (ISS) Expedition 12
Commander Bill McArthur, KC5ACR, on
the air from NA1SS is during a weekend.
Now about halfway through his six-month
duty tour, McArthur already has more
than 300 casual contacts in his log, and
he's eager to up the count.

"Weekends seem to be Bill's favorite time
to operate," says Amateur Radio on

the International Space Station (ARISS)
Ham Radio Project Engineer Kenneth
Ransom, N5VHO. "The weekend has few
scheduled activities, so the crew may
operate anywhere from 0800 until 2200
uTcC."

But Ransom says McArthur also operates
in his free time on weekdays, and

that includes his lunch hour, scheduled
around 1200 to 1400 UTC. "Bill has
occasionally operated in this time during
the week," he told ARRL.

The crew's work day ends about 1930
UTC, but McArthur and crewmate Valery
Tokarev usually stay up for another
couple of hours. The crew sleeps from
2130 until 0630 UTC.

McArthur recently completed Worked All
Continents (WAC) from space,

including the "traditional ARISS"
requirement to work Antarctica.

"We clearly share a lot in common,"
McArthur told Chuck Kimball, NOMHJ, at
Palmer Station's KC4AAC during their 2-
meter contact December 17. "You know,
we have this bond. Just our hostile
environments are a little bit

different.”

McArthur's still trying to earn Worked Al
States (WAS) and DXCC from space
and as 2005 drew to a close already had
logged 37 states and 38 DXCC

entities.

Responding to questions regarding the
legitimacy of a DXCC earned from a
spacecraft circling 220 miles above Earth,
ARRL Membership Services Manager
Wayne Mills, N7NG, concedes that while
McArthur's efforts don't have that

much to do with traditional DXCC, they
won't devalue the efforts of those

earning the award from Earth either.

"While rules are very important,
particularly in defining the DXCC
program,

other concepts can, and often do,
transcend mere rules," he said. "Think of
this as more of a public relations
opportunity."”

In addition, McArthur has been averaging
two ARISS school group contacts as

his schedule permits. Not since
Expedition 3--when there were three
people

aboard the ISS for each crew increment--
has a crew member done this on a
regular basis.



The NA1SS worldwide voice and packet
downlink frequency is 145.800 MHz. In
Regions 2 and 3 (the Americas, and the
Pacific), the voice uplink is 144.49

MHz. In Region 1 (Europe, Central Asia
and Africa), the voice uplink is

145.20 MHz. The worldwide packet uplink
is 145.99 MHz.

When NAL1SS is in crossband FM
repeater mode, the worldwide downlink is
145.80 MHz, and the uplink is 437.80
MHz. All frequencies are subject to
Doppler shift. The Science@NASA Web
site provides location information for

the ISS
<http//science.nasa.gov/temp/StationLoc.
html>.

* |SS commander attempting to work all
continents on UHF: International

Space Station Expedition 12 Commander
Bill McArthur, KC5ACR, will be
attempting to work all continents--
including Antarctica--on UHF during the
January 14-15 weekend (UTC). McArthur
will be using the Amateur Radio on the
International Space Station (ARISS) call
sigh NA1SS. The astronaut already

has worked all continents plus Antarctica
on VHF. "It is his desire to work

all continents on the UHF band (70 cm)
from the International Space

Station," said Kenneth Ransom, N5VHO,
the ARISS ham radio engineer. "The
frequency he will be using will be 437.55
MHz FM simplex." Ransom notes that
the substantial Doppler effect on 70 cm
dictates split-frequency operation

for most of a given pass. He suggests
setting up transmit and receive
memories with 5 kHz spacing. McArthur
still needs to work Alaska and

Missouri to claim Worked All States from
space. He also has worked more than
half the 100 entities he needs for DXCC
US QSLs for NA1SS contacts go to
ARRL, ARISS QSL, 225 Main St,
Newington, CT 06111-1494.

Event’s List

Milton Hamfest Feb. 25, ©06

Upcoming

Program Topics

March b Wayne, W1WRW talks about the
Incident Command System & How
Amateur Radio operators within it.

April - Annual Dinner Meeting & Election
of Officers

May B VT SM Paul Gayet AA1SU & VT
SEM Bob Brown WA4FYJ

A

WI1IWRW at the
Conference

Annual RACES

K1YF, W1AAT, KBIMFQ, WALLIE,
KB1EPT, W1WRW relaxing at Othe DenO
after the grueling RACES Annual
Conference

Minutes of Last
Meeting

Minutes of the meeting on Jan. 4, 2006

There was no official business
meeting at our January gathering. Many
of us congregated at OSuzannaOsO for
dinner and great conversation and

camaraderie starting about 5:30pm.
There were about 30 of us at the Berlin
Armory by 6:45 for the start of the
evening presentation by the National
Weather Service. Brooke Tabor from the
Burlington office gave us over an hours
presentation on the weather serviceOs
products and services with a power point
presentation that left everyone impressed
and filled with questions. Our ranks were
swelled for the evening by several people
from outside the amateur radio
community who came specifically to hear
the OWinter Skywarn Opresentation which
had also been advertised by the weather
service via its radio transmissions. One
of the most interesting services they
provide and tools that they use, at least to
this observer, were the remote cameras
and reporting stations they have recently
set up in many locations to aid in
predicting and reporting weather on an
increasingly local basis. Most airports
now have remote reporting abilities called
OAWOSO which stands for OAutomated
Weather Observation ServiceO and can
give temperature, humidity, dew point and
sky condition as well as wind direction
and intensity. The service is also
increasing its ability to predict and report
hydrology, or in our terms, flooding
potential and severity. We were given
handouts giving basic information on
weather formations and preparedness for
winter weather and a number to call with
information regarding our local weather.
We were pleased to hear that they
welcome input from OSkywarn SpottersO
regarding our local weather phenomena.
After the presentation Brooke answered
questions until it was suggested that we
should all head for home as the weather
was deteriorating outside. We thank the
National Weather Service and Brooke
Tabor for their fun and informative
presentation.

Although we did not have an official
business meeting, there are a few items
we need to be thinking about. The Cabot
repeater needs major work and Allen
Wilde has agreed to perform the surgery,
but it is going to cost money we donOt
currently have in our treasury. There are
several options open to us, including the
offer of a loan from a member. Our
501,c,3 status is moving forward and we
may have the opportunity to fund raise



through this avenue in the reasonably
near future, depending on the speed and
agreement of the government officials. It
has also been suggested that we have

our meetings at SuzannaOs as well as our
pre-meeting supper and it isnOt too late to

begin thinking about our annual meeting
in April and the election of officers for the

ensuing year. The Williamstown repeater

continues to work very well and our
Sunday evening FM net continues to
grow in number, area coverage, and time
on the air. Our own member Chris Knox
has his own 440 repeater up and running
and is experimenting with linking to
various other repeaters throughout the

Northeast and the world. Your scribe had

a QSO with a gentleman in Scotland via
ChrisOs 440 machine in early December.
It represents a host of new and exciting
technologies that Chris graciously makes

available to us and is happy to explain, so

we can enjoy it fully.
73
KB1GPQ
Treasurer’s Report

SeptemberOs TreasurerOs Report

Balance Brought Forward $767.31
ARRL dues (45.00)
We receive $2.00 back 47.00

Cash on hand from Raffle 32.00

Total $801.31

Respectfully,

Jo /KB1EPT

Please note. If you pay your ARRL dues
through our club, we get to keep $2.00.

W1BD Net
Information

Net Manager, W1AAT

Net Control Operators
1st Sunday  Bob McCorkle/WB1AJG
2nd Sunday Ed Hutchinson/N1FMP

3rd Sunday  Allen Tinker/W1AAT
4th Sunday  Jo Messer, KB1EPT
5th Sunday Mike Stridsberg/N1I1OD

The W1BD Net opens every Sunday at
0000 Z on 146.625 MHz, 100 hz tone,
and runs until all stations have been
acknowledged. W1BD repeater is located
on Mount Pleasant in Williamstown,
Vermont. W1BD also runs a repeater in
Cabot, Vermont on 146.82.

CVARC conducts a 160m Monday night
"rag-chew" net 20:00 - 21:00 local
(00:00Z - 01:00Z during EDT), 1.966mHz
Ish. Everyone is welcome.

Simplex Net
Immediately following the Central

Vermont FM Net on Sunday evenings,
many of us can be found on 146.49

simplex. This has become a regular event

and a real fun time. We have been truly
amazed at the number of check-ins and
the range we have achieved.

Central Vermont ARES Net (CVAN)

Regular Net date is: Monday

Time: 1900 local (7PM local)
Frequencies: 146.520 (The Net is called,
and stations are directed to 146.490.

NCS Schedule
1st Monday - WALLIE, KB1EPT or as
assigned fmesser@madriver.com

2nd Monday - W1AAT
tinker@madriver.com

3rd Monday - KB1GPQ
kblair@yahoo.com

4th Monday - K1YP
cowboypecor@juno.com

5th Monday B- WALLIE, KB1EPT or as
assigned fmesser@madriver.com

Backscatter

Kenwood TS 830S with MC-50
Microphone, and Murch Transmatch
UT 2000A Package Deal $350
Contact N1IPTR Joe McKeon

479-9441

Joe, N1PTR

If you have any Ham Radio related items
for sale, or desire to buy, email the QFQ
editor for inclusion here.

CVARC Officer’s

President B Allen Tinker/W1AAT
496-4013 tinker@madriver.com

Vice-President B Fred Messer/WAI1LIE
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com

Secretary DD Ken Blair/KB1GPQ
496-2836 kblair@yahoo.com

Treasurer - Jo Messer/KB1EPT
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com

Repeater Trustee B Allen Wilde/N1IOE
acw@charter.net

QFQ Editor b Fred Messer/WALLIE
496-3566 fmesser@madriver.com

Webmaster B Steve Allen/KK1VT
496-7696 saphoto@madriver.com

CVARC Web0Os URL

http://www.gsl.net/wlbd
W1BD Website

You can also find this issue of QFQ
posted to our website.

The URL is: http://www.gsl.net/wlb

If you have anything you would like to
post on the site, suggestions or what
ever, please give Steve/KK1VT a jingle.
He needs items to post to get our site up,
running and looking beautiful.



Amateur Radio License Testing
Schedule

VE Team

Second Friday of every month
Sponsor: BURLINGTON AREA ARRL
VE TEAM

Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: RALPH T STETSON
(802)878-6454

Email: KDIR@ARRL.NET

VEC: ARRL/VEC

Location: RED CROSS CHAPTER
HOUSE

29 MANSFIELD AVE

PLEASE CALL RE SPECIAL NEEDS
BURLINGTON, VT 05401

CVARC will offer testing by appointment
most anytime. Test location is WALLIE
QTH in Waitsfield, or for large groups, the
Berlin National Guard Armory.



